MUTLITILINGUAL MONTH

Interview with Hamiyet Asan

EMA Consultant,

Turkish, Kurdish, Turkish Cypriot Pupils' Achievement

Interviewer:
As part of Multilingual Month in Hackney, we are interviewing people from the local area to find out about their linguistic background. That is, what languages they speak. What languages do you speak, read and write Hamiyet?

Hamiyet: 
The languages I speak, read and write are Turkish and English.
Interviewer:
And do you read and write in both languages?

Hamiyet:
I do, I read and write in Turkish and English.
Interviewer:
What do you consider your first language to be?

Hamiyet:
My first language is Turkish.
Interviewer:
When and where did you learn English?

Hamiyet:
I learnt English at school when I was in Turkey, in secondary school and high school.
Interviewer:
How did you find learning English at first?

Hamiyet:
In Turkey it was easy but when I came over here it sounded more difficult, especially with the grammar.
Interviewer:
Did you have a native English teacher in Turkey?

Hamiyet:
No we didn’t.
Interviewer:
What did you find the most difficult about learning English?

Hamiyet:
Again with grammar, it was sentence construction, especially with proposition and preposition. We have in Turkish, proposition-in English, preposition.  It’s like saying, “I’m going to London”.  Instead of “to London”, we say “Londra ‘ya” it comes after London. That kind of difference.
Interviewer: 
Which language do you use most?
Hamiyet:
I think I use English the most during the day but at home I speak in Turkish.
Interviewer:
Which language do you dream in?

Hamiyet:
It’s both actually. It depends on what I’m dreaming about.
Interviewer:
What language do you speak at home?

Hamiyet:
Mostly Turkish, but sometimes English if my daughter needs help with her homework.  Sometimes she needs to hear English.
Interviewer:
That leads me onto my next question which is what language(s) do you speak with your children? When?

Hamiyet:
As I said, most of the time, Turkish because I would like her to speak Turkish.
Interview:
Is your daughter bilingual?

Hamiyet:
She is.

Interviewer:
What does your first language mean to you? Why?

Hamiyet:
My first language means a lot to me because I express myself better in my first language.
Interviewer:
Why do you think it is important to celebrate Multilingual Month in Hackney?

Hamiyet:
I think it’s very important to celebrate multilingualism in Hackney, everywhere in the world because all the languages are important, equally important.  Especially somewhere like Hackney where we have half the children who are bilingual or multilingual.  It’s good to celebrate it.

Interviewer:
Thank you very much Hamiyet.

