Guidelines for schools on identifying Refugee and Asylum-Seeking pupils.
The Learning Trust is currently using ethnicity and country of origin (CO) data to identify children who are likely to be refugees and asylum seekers or who are from families who originally came to the UK seeking asylum . Children from the following extended PLASC ethnicity/CO categories are very likely to be from families who are/were Refugees or Asylum Seekers (RAS)

Afghan, Albanian, Angolan, Congolese, Gypsy/Roma 
Kurdish, Latin/South/Central American, Sierra Leonean 
Somali, Sudanese, Vietnamese *
Pupils whose ethnic category is Turkish are also likely to be from RAS families. The ethnic category Turkish often masks the fact that many of this group are Kurdish. The most accurate way to establish whether someone is Kurdish or Turkish is to ask them the question directly. However, sensitivity is required and any ‘finding out,’ needs to be done within the context of a relationship that feels safe for the child/young person. 
* Hackney has one of the largest Vietnamese populations in London. Most of the families are long established, having come here in the late 70s and early 80s. Newer arrivals may also be asylum seekers, migrant workers or studying in the UK.
RAS may also be represented in the following categories:

Other Black African (for example from Burundi, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Liberia, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Rwanda and Zimbabwe) 
Any Other Asian Background (for example from Iraq, Iran, Palestine, Sri Lanka, Tibet)
White Eastern European for example, Roma families from Poland, The Czech Republic or Slovakia, who may be reluctant to identify themselves as such due to discrimination against Roma in country of origin;  families from former Yugoslavia (Bosnia, Croatia and Serbia)
Nigerian The majority of Nigerians in Hackney are part of a long standing and stable community who did not come to the UK to seek asylum. Some Nigerians, however, came to the UK to escape political oppression and human rights violations post 1992 (particularly 1994 -1998) 
Any Other Ethnic Group
These are only guidelines. Schools are in the best position to know the pupils within the school community and to develop strategies to meet their needs. 
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