Year 6 Refugee Week 
	What do I want the majority of my class to achieve by the end of the term? (class target)
	 Inclusive teaching checklist:

· culturally relevant and accessible material

· visual support: pictures, puppets, props, checklists real objects

· drama: role play, hot seating, freeze frame, mime

·  talk partners (whole class and independent work)

· collaborative and mixed attainment group work/ pairs

· developing vocabulary: word banks, picture prompts

· home languages

· scaffolding and modelling reading (sequencing, visualizing, questions) and writing (teacher scribing, thinking aloud, writing frames)

	Teacher:

Class and year: Year 6
Date – week beginning:
19th June 2006
	TEXT / RANGE: Extended Narrative: Blurb
Cross curricular links: 

PHSCE – Feelings, Refugee Week

End of Week Writing Outcome: A synopsis for the back cover of Journey Home
	

	Text Level objectives: 

Reading to understand how the features of a blurb tempt the reader into the book
Writing  T10 to write a brief synopsis of a text, e.g. for back cover blurb
	Sentence Level objectives: 
S4 to secure control of complex sentences, understanding how clauses can be manipulate to achieve different effects 
	Word Level objectives:


	Speaking and Listening:
To use techniques of dialogue talk to explore ideas, topis or issues

	
	WHOLE CLASS TEACHING
	INDEPENDENT ACTIVITIES


	PLENARY

Key Questions

	
	Shared reading and writing 
	Word level and sentence level work 
	Include differentiation, grouping and extra adults
	

	M
	Look at cover of book. Give children time to think individually about the pictures and the title. Ask the children to tell a partner what they think what will happen in the story. Listeners should be thinking about what was different between their partner’s ideas and their own ideas. Remember there is no wrong answer! Every opinion is valid, as long as it is backed with an explanation. Take feedback in extended sentences, identifying good justification language. (e.g. I think… because… or the girl looked .....which made me think that…..).  
How else can we find out about a book before we read it? Show that there is no blurb on the back cover. Why has the image on the back been chosen? By the end of this week we are going write a blurb. We need to get to know the story very thoroughly to do that. We will look at the plot, the characters, and the main ideas that the story talks about. Today we will get to know the story through its illustrations. We will be doing lots of thinking, and talking to share our ideas. Recap on what makes good speaking and good listening (see list in resource pack).
	Hand out one picture to each mixed ability pair. Children are to think about what is happening in their picture, and use the clues to guess what might happen just before or just after, Emphasise that there can be no wrong answers, just good justifications. Pairing EAL children with their good models of English will support their language development. The class will now ‘snowball’  their ideas. Each pair joins with another pair, to share their picture and their ideas. Ask the listeners to identify good justifications and reasoning. Take feedback in whole sentences with good connectives (I think.. because…). Now ask the pairs to think about which picture comes first in the story and why. Extension to this would be what steps happen in between.
Then 2 groups of 4 join to become a group of 8. Good turn-taking is important here! The groups share their pictures and what they think happens in them. Then they have to agree the order for the 4 pictures. They will need to negotiate and use good reasoning. Take feedback about why that group thought that picture went in that part of the story. There may be disagreements here – use the speaking and listening rules to help focus the children on ways to negotiate and persuade using strong reasons not just force of personality.  Any pictures that can’t be agreed on can be opened up the class during the plenary.
	Create a class timeline of the story, each time looking at a justification for the sequence. Any disputed pictures can be marked for the class to talk about tomorrow. Begin to read the story: how is the story teller’s order different to the class one? 

	T
	Learning Intention: To summarise a text
Look with the class again at the timeline they created with the pictures. Read the story and look at how flashbacks are used as a storytelling device.  Discuss the effect of using flashbacks –it focuses on the girl’s story not her mothers, it starts and ends with a happy part, instead of starting with a shocking image and it structures it like a mystery where the main characters uncover new information which keeps the reader interested. Read a page together as a class and jointly write a summary of that page. 
	In pairs the same as yesterday, give out a photocopy of one page from the story. Text-mark it with highlighters to identify the main points and any unfamiliar words. Then in pairs they should summarise the page in two sentences. Then can they reduce it to just one?

During a quick mini-plenary, have all pairs feedback their sentence. Write these up on the board. Then get the pairs to take these sentences and reduce them further. These attempts do not need to be written down. The focus should be on extracting key language and reducing text without losing the sense of the story. 
	Self Evaluation Question: What did you find tricky about summarising this text?

	W
	Learning Intention: To use techniques of dialogue talk to explore issues

Recap the story. Look at how Mai is searching with her mother for something Re-read up to the page that starts ‘Mom and I are flying in a 747…’. Today we are going to think about home. Think about the expression ‘to feel at home’. Discuss in talk partners what that means to them. 

	In pairs, rank the statement cards about home into a diamond shape. Which statement do they agree with most/least?                      

Take feedback on the groups’ decisions. Ensure they give their reasons to justify where they put each statement.  Re-read the last page. What does ‘home’ mean to Mai? And to her mother?
	Using whiteboards, think of a time when you have not felt at home. What would it be like to lose your home?

Self Evaluation Question: What have you enjoyed about talking with your partner about the issues?

	T
	Learning Intention: to know the features of a blurb

Recap on yesterday’s feelings of being at home or not at home. Look at the blurb from ‘The Colour of Home’ (a scanned version is in the resource pack. If the actual book is in school, you may prefer to spend this lesson looking at the issues it raises more fully).  What do you think the book is going to be about? What does the blurb tell you –and what does it not tell you? Create a class list of the features of a good blurb. This should include: two sentences about the plot (but not the ending!), a key question to draw the reader in, and the use of different fonts and eye-catching layout. The sentences tend to be very dense with lots of information and powerful vocabulary.
	Give the children a title of a book to create a blurb for. It could be a nursery rhyme, a book they read in the infants, the class novel or even a video of a film that everyone Some children should be able to think of their own: but you will need to check that they choose suitable titles. They should keep their title a secret. For less confident children, two sample blurbs from the back of well known tales (Goldilocks and The Very Hungry Caterpillar) are available. They could look with an adult at these texts, and work it out with the adult. They would read these out to the class during the feedback. 
	Children tell the class their blurb and see if their peers can guess what the titles What were the clues? How did they know? Which good features could they hear in the blurb?

	F
	Learning Intention: to write a blurb

Display a few phrases of information we know about Hassan from the back cover of the Colour of Home: people don’t speak his language, it’s rainy, he is used to the sun, his family had to flee from war, and he lived in a refugee camp. Using white boards or verbally children make complex sentences about Hassan using a variety of complex sentence structures and punctuation. 

Now model the writing of a blurb, recapping the main features from the list you created as a class. 

	Children write a blurb for the Journey Home back cover.  Use the pictoral timeline they created at the beginning of the week to support them with the plot and the key characters. The question to draw the reader in will be around the key issue raised by the story – in this case about finding a way to feel at home. Children should type these up so they can be displayed as a publisher would use it. For extension work they might want to add the ISBN number and bar code, and quotes from reviewers. They may also note that the book calls itself an ‘award winner’ on the front cover, so this could be a selling point that is written up in more detail. 
	Do we want to add anything to the class list of what makes a good blurb?

Self Evaluation Question: What did you enjoy about writing a blurb?


The children can participate in the following linked activities outside of ‘Literacy’ time:

 a) Making a kite that shows who they are. Make a class display (encourage them to write words in any languages other than English that they know). Ask children to say how they made their kite to represent themselves (e.g. I chose to draw … because…). 

b) Painting/drawing of a dangerous journey for them (real or imaginary). Encourage the children to tell the class about their pictures.

c) ‘Home is..’ collage/painting/poem (These can be displayed and shared with the class.






Resources for these lessons are on: www.learninglive.org.uk/ema

