Refugee Week is a unique opportunity to:

celebrate the positive contributions that refugees and asylum seekers make to the UK

and

to promote understanding about why people seek sanctuary

Question: What have the following people got in common?

Camille Pissaro, Painter,   Michael Marks, Founder of Marks and Spencer,   Sir Ernst Chain, Biochemist,   Karen Gershon, Poet,   Sir George Solti, Conductor,   Dame Elizabeth Hill, Pioneer of Slavic Studies,   Anish Kapoor, Artist,   Alex Wek, Model,   Joseph Conrad, Writer,   Alan Yentob, BBC Creative Director,   Yasmin Alihhai-Brown, Journalist,   Joseph Rotblat, Physicist
Answer: They were all refugees

Did you know?

The UK is home to less than 3%
of the world’s refugees:

around 270,000 out of nearly
10million worldwide.

Africa and Asia between them
host 60% of the world’s refugees.
Europe hosts only 25%

At the end of 2004 asylum applications per head of population were less in the UK than for countries like Cyprus and Luxembourg.

In 2004 the top 5 countries from which asylum seekers came were: Iran, Somalia, China,    Zimbabwe and Iraq


In 2004 applications for asylum were made from more than 45 countries


The UK asylum system is complex and strictly controlled. It is very difficult to get asylum

In 2004 the Home Office refused 89% of applications for asylum from war torn Sudan at the initial decision making stage


1 in 5 asylum applications that go to appeal are successful


In 2004 2,990 unaccompanied children aged 17 or under applied for asylum in the UK. Their main countries of origin were: Afghanistan, Iran, Somalia, Vietnam, Ethiopia and Uganda


A report by the Association of Chief Police Officers states that asylum seekers are more likely to be victims of crime, than the general population. However, many feel unable to report incidents of racial harassment and violence.


More
 than 1,000 medically qualified Refugees are recorded on the British Medical Association’s (BMA) database


Many refugees have academic or teaching qualifications. 754 refugee teachers are registered with London based agencies.
(Source: Refugee Council)

