Speech/thought bubbles for freeze frame and alternative ending to Journey Home
Characters featured at the end of the book could be:

Mom (Lin)

Daughter (Mai)

A relative of Lin’s

Or 

Someone who knew Lin’s parents
Lin’s relative


Someone who knew Lin’s parents
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Sample Storyboard for Journey Home
	Frame 1
Picture: Mom and Mai at the airport.

Text: Mai asking Mom questions about Vietnam

Or

Description of the airport

Or

Mom’s and Mai’s feelings
	Frame 2
Picture: Mom and Mai in Saigon city

Text: What Mai and Mom can see, hear, and smell.

Or

Mai’s first impressions about the city

Or 

Mom’s feelings or Mai’s feelings
	Frame 3
Picture: Looking for Mom’s birth family

Text: description of where they go and who they meet

Or 

Conversation between Mom and another person about her parents
Or

Mom’s and Mai’s feelings


	Frame 4

Picture: Lin’s kite

Text: Who made the kite, how is the person connected to Lin?

Or

Description of the kite, what colour it is, what is written on it /the pattern, how big it is

Or

The questions Mom asks about the kite.
	Frame 5
Picture: Meeting someone who can tell Mom and Mai something about her family

Text: What the person tells Mom

Or description of the person Mom and Mai meet and what Mom learns form him/her

Or

Mom’s or Mai’s feelings
	Frame 6
Picture: Mom and Mai together

Text: Moms feelings about what she has found out and about Vietnam

Or

Mai’s feelings about what they have found out and about Vietnam

Or

How what they have learned will affect them when they return home.


Sheikh’s Journey
Sheikh is a Somali refugee who made the treacherous boat journey to Kenya. Many Somali refugees have died making this crossing. He recalls:

“We took a ship form Somalia to Kenya. When we first went on the ship, it didn’t move. Thieves came and they were shooting, they needed money. The thieves came with a boat. They were shooting guns and people were shouting. The captain of the ship was talking to them. He gave them something and they let us go. All of my family were in the ship, all of my cousins and my Auntie. It took one week and it was very cold. I was scared. My Auntie was going crazy, she thought her bay would fall in the sea.”
Exemplar Questions.

How does reading Sheikh’s story make them feel?

Why do they think people go on such dangerous journeys?

Have they heard other stories about journeys refugees have made?

Reasons for and against keeping the baby. Exemplar Sheet

	Reasons for keeping the baby
	Reasons against keeping the baby

	Tran Quang Tai will know what happens to her


	Tran Quang Tai doesn’t have enough money to keep another child

	The baby needs to be cared for by someone she knows


	If the baby is adopted overseas she will have the chance of a better life.

	The baby will grow up to know Tran Quang and his wife as parents
	It’s too dangerous to keep the baby with bombing going on all around

	The baby needs the love of a real family


	The baby may die if the family have to flee

	The baby may die if she is left on her own


	Tran Quang’s children wont accept the baby



	The baby will be a sister to Tran Quang Tai’s children


	The family have too many children already keeping the baby isn’t fair on anyone.

	The baby must be protected from the bombing


	People at the orphanage are experts at looking after children

	Neighbours have a duty to look after orphaned children


	The baby needs more security than the family can provide

	If the baby doesn’t have a Mother she will not know how to be a Mother to children she may have
	If the baby dies Tran Quang Tai will feel responsible

	It would be too upsetting for the family to not know what happens to the baby
	The family may be killed in the war


Possible alternative endings

Another ending narrated by Mai. Ending 1
I stare at the crumpled photograph that has faded with age, feeling a sadness sweep over me. I will never get to meet Mom’s birth parents: ever. 

I wonder what Mom must be feeling. She has been very quiet since Tran Quang Tai returned from inside the house. He smiled as he held out the photo but his eyes were tinged with sorrow. Mom took the photo and traced her finger gently over the faces of the smiling young couple. 

I look up at Mom, I want to speak to her but my voice seems to come out as a squeak.

“Now at least I know what they look like.”

Mom has tears in her eyes, as she reaches out and puts her arm around my shoulders. 

“And I know what happened to them. I have uncovered the reason why I had to leave the country where I was born.”
I know there is a sadness that will always be around for Mom, and for me, but also a sense of peace. I won’t always be wondering about the place Mon was born. I have seen it for myself.
An ending narrated by Mom. Ending 2
Mai asked me if this is home. This is a difficult question to answer. It is the place I was born. Some people remember me as a baby. This is where my parents lived. I look like the people who live here. I know some of their religious beliefs. I now know the name my parents gave me.
 But I am a different person from the one I would be if I had grown up here.

The language I grew up learning and know is not Vietnamese. My tongue still struggles with its unfamiliar patterns, although I love to listen to its sounds. Many things are so different from the place I call home. Yet always I felt a part of me was missing; I felt an emptiness inside. 
Now I have returned here, I do feel I belong and I will always have ties with the land of my birth. But the place where I now live and grew up is also home. 

I blink back tears as I try to answer Mai’s question.

Narrated by Tran Quang Tai.  Ending 3
Who would believe that after all thee years Le Duc Lan would come back to us. For so long after I left you with the nuns, I thought about you, I hoped Kuan Yin would know just how much I wanted you to be safe. 

There was so much devastation here during the war: so much loss and confusion. I missed your father terribly; he was a true friend and a master craftsman. I knew that one way I could keep his spirit alive was to continue the craft that he taught me. 
Now I know that the terrible decision I made all those years ago has worked out for the good. You are alive and you also have a wonderful daughter. I am so happy that you came back here to the land of your birth. I know that you have a new life, in a new country but you will always be welcome here. I hope you will visit us often.

Exemplar structure for ending 1 narrated by Mai

I stare at

I wonder what

I look up at Mom and

I know

Teachers note.  
Before pupils begin individual writing, they will need models to refer to. Teachers and other adults can role play an ending (ending 1 lends itself to this well) for example, visual props can be used to support beginners to English. E.g a photo (ending 1) kite (ending 3). 
Ending 1 could be mimed with pupils being asked to supply the words, thoughts and feelings during the mime. 
Pupils can be given the endings chopped up and in pairs asked to order them. They can be given an ending with key words/phrases missing and asked to complete it. 
I didn’t know you were alive, but I always kept alive the hope that you would be

















I have a very old photograph or your Parents taken not long before the war began











It feels so strange yet so familiar to be here in the country of my birth





Mom (Lin)











I am so happy I came to my Mom’s country of birth and so sad that I never knew her birth parents





Mai








