History of Turkey

Timeline

1288 Foundation of the Ottoman Empire in Bursa

1432-1481 Mehmet II, The Conqueror, was the sultan of the Ottoman Empire a short time in 1444-1446 and from 1451 to 1481
Conquest of Constantinople by Sultan Mehmet II

1453 The fall of Constantinople- the birth of İstanbul

1494 – 1566
Sűleyman I, the Magnificent

Sultan of the Ottoman Empire in 1520-1566, nicknamed the Lawmaker or the Magnificent

      1914 – 1918
The Ottoman Empire enters World War I in alliance with



Germany. Australian, British, French and New Zealand troops 

Gallipoli which is successfully defended by Ottoman forces led by Mustafa Kemal – founder of Turkey

1881 – 1938
Mustafa Kemal Atatűrk 

Among the greatest leaders of history, the founder of Turkish Republic and its first President.
1923 – 1938
Atatűrk’s reforms: equal rights for women, secular government- Islam as a state religion removed from constitution, substitution of the Latin alphabet for the Arabic, everyone adopts a surname…

1939 – 1945
Turkey remains neutral during World War II
1946 – 1950
Institution of multi-party democracy

1963
Nazım Hikmet, Turkish poet died in Moscow

1980
Military coup. All political parties were abolished. 

1982
Military governments’ new constitution bans the use of Kurdish language
1984
PKK- Kurdistan Workers’ Party launched separatist guerrilla war in southeast

1999
17th of August, a 7.4 earthquake hit western Turkey. Over 17,000 were killed

2002
Islamist-based Justice and Development Party (AK) won the

general election. Party promises to stick to secular principles of constitution. 

2004
PKK announced the end of cease fire

2004
Turkish state television broadcasts first Kurdish language programme

2005
Turkey’s EU membership negotiations officially launched
