Stories of the Nasrettin Hodja

Eat My Fur Coat

Nasrettin Hodja was invited out to dinner. He went in his old clothes and nobody was
interested in him. When he found a few minutes to spare, he rushed home and collected
his fur coat.

When he came back, he was treated with great respect. Everybody wanted to speak to
him.

When they sat down for dinner he said: ‘Eat, fur coat, eat!’
He explained to the curious people:
‘If this regard is for my coat, it must eat also.’

Ye Kirkim Ye

Nasrettin Hoca birgfin yemege davet edilmis. Uzerindeki eski kiyafetleriyle gitmis ve
hickimse onunla ilgilenmemis. Firsat buldugunda birkac dakika icinde hemen eve gidmis
ve kiirklinti almus.

Geri geldiginde buytik bir saygiyla karsilanmis. Herkes onunla konugmak istemis
Yemege oturduklart zaman Hoca: “Ye kiirkiim ye’ demis

Merakla kendisine bakan insanlara
‘Eger bu saygi kilirkiime ise, o zaman oda yemeli’ diye aciklamis.



The Pan

One Day, Nasrettin Hodja borrowed a pan from his neighbor. After he had finished using
it, he took it back to the neighbor with a small pan tucked inside.

When the man saw it, he was most surprised.

‘What is that?” he asked

‘Well, said the Hodja, when I borrowed your pan it was pregnant and it brought you a
child into the world.” The man smiled and accepted them.

A few days later the Hodja borrowed the pan again but this time he did not return it. The
man was rather cross. He went to the Hodja and asked ‘What about my pan?’

‘I am very sorry’ said the Hodja, ‘but it died.’

‘Don’t make jokes with me’, replied the man, ‘How can a pan die?’

‘If you believe that it brought a child into the world’ said the Hodja, ‘why can’t you
believe that it died?’

Tencere

Nasrettin Hoca birglin komsusundan tencere 6dling almis. Kullandiktan sonra i¢ine kli¢tik
bir tencere koyarak komsusuna geri getirmis.

Adam bunu gériince ¢ok sasirmis.

‘Bu ne?’ demis

Hoca,  Tencereyi 6diing aldigimda hamileydi ve dlinyaya bir cocuk getirdi’ demis
Adam giilmis ve tencereleri almis.

Birkag gilin sonra Hoca yine tencere 6diing almis fakat bu sefer geri vermemis.

Adam buna pek kizmis. Hoca’ya giderek ‘Tencereme ne oldu?’ diye sormus.
‘Cok tizglinim’ demis Hoca, ‘fakat tencereniz 61di.’

‘Sakami yapiyorsun’ diye cevaplamis adam ‘Tencere nasil 6liir?’
‘Dogurduguna inaniyorsunda 6ldiigline neden inanmiyorsun’ demis Hoca.



The donkey who tried to be clever

One day Nasrettin Hodja was taking his donkey to the market to sell some goods. The
poor donkey huffed and puffed under the weight of the load of the canvas bags he was
carrying. They were very full and very heavy. As they crossed through a stream the tired
animal lost its balance and stumbled into the water. Strangely the load got lighter as he
lay there. When he stood up, the donkey was relieved but Nasrettin Hodja was very upset.

The next week, Nasrettin Hodja led the donkey towards the stream on their way to the
market again. The bags were very heavy again, so the donkey decided to be clever. He
twisted sideways and lay down in the water. But this time the bags became twice as
heavy. The donkey’s load was now much harder to carry. He hadn’t realized there was a
different load in the bags. He had a difficult time taking them all the way to market.
‘Ha!’ laughed Nasrettin.Hodja ‘Y ou thought you could take it easy every time, didn’t
you?’

Why did the first load get lighter?
What happened to the second load?
What was in the bags that the donkey had to carry?

Kurnaz oldugunu sanan essek

Nasrettin Hoca birgilin birseyler satmak i¢in essegini pazara gétiiriiyormus. Zavalli essek
tagidig1 torbalar dolusu ytiklerin altinda oflayip pufluyormus. Torbalar ¢ok dolu ve
agirmis. Dereyi gegerken yorgun hayvan dengesini kaybetmis ve suyun igine diismds.
Orada uzanirken yliki tuhaf bir sekilde hafiflemis. Ayaga kalktiginda essek rahatlamis
fakat Nassrettin Hoca lizglinmds.

Sonraki hafta, Nasrettin Hoca pazara giderken yine essegini yollarinin tizerindeki
dereden gegirecekmis. Torbalar yine agirmis ve essek kurnazlik yapmaya karar vermis.
Ikiyana sallanarak suyun i¢ine uzanmus. Fakat bu sefer torbalar iki kat agirlasmis. Essegin
ylkiini{ tasimasi simdi iyice zorlasmis. Torbalarda farkli yiik oldugunu anlamamas.
Pazara kadar onlar1 tagimakta zorluk ¢ekmis. Ha ha! giilmtis Nasrettin Hoca ‘ her zaman
bir kolaym1 bulacagini zannettin, degilmi?’

Ik yiik neden hafiflesti?
ikinci yiike ne oldu?
Essegin tasidigi yiiklerin icinde ne vardi1?



