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Nasreddin Hodja-The First Banquet

Reading & Writing Activities
	Reading Stories from other Cultures
Nasreddin Hodja-The First Banquet
	Read The First Banquet. Identify the language to describe unfamiliar setting. Look at the organisation of the story and research background information, for example about the country where the story is set. Discuss characters: compare customs, beliefs, etc., with children's own. Record responses to story in a journal. 



	Note-taking & Report writing
	Research and take notes on the character Nasreddin Hodja.
http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/hodja.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nasreddin
http://www.readliterature.com/hodjastories.htm
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Plan the report in a spidergram under organised headings.  

Use Grammar for Writing for features of Reports.

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63317/nls_gfw010702app1_5.pdf

	Character Study
	Use the speaking & listening activity ideas to explore the character of Nasreddin Hodja as well as the research on Nasreddin Hodja. Activities include writing a passport for Nasreddin Hodja, Using the attached picture of Hodja to label and describe him, writing a detailed character profile of Nasreddin Hodja. 

	Retelling the story
	Pupils retell The Banquet orally, sequence the scenes with props or pictures, story map The Banquet, add key vocabulary to the story maps (e.g. connectives, adjectives) 

 and finally, write their version of The Banquet.  Use Grammar for Writing for features of narrative.
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63317/nls_gfw010702app1_5.pdf

	Reading a range of Hodja Stories-Dual Language
Comparing the moral messages
	Read a range of Nasreddin Hodja stories with the children and compare them to The Banquet. What is the moral message? How has Hodja Nasreddin used humour to show this? How does he do this in other stories? Invite parents/staff in to read in Turkish and English. Bilingual pupils could make dual language recordings of the stories.

	Recipes/Instructions
	Discuss The Banquet and the types of food and dishes which might have been there. Analyse a variety of Turkish recipes, revising key organisational features and identifying language conventions. Invite parents in to lead a cooking session. 
See Excellence and Enjoyment learning and teaching for bilingual children in the primary years Pack-The DVD has an excellent teaching sequence on Recipes using Turkish Bread http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/inclusion/bi_children/pri_pubs_bichd_213306_017.pdf

	Historical Report

	Link to History. Nasreddin Hodja’s 800th Birthday. Compare Turkey in 1208 to today. 

	Dialogue and Plays
	Read and discuss the Nasreddin Hodja stories, identifying the different characters and voices by using dramatised reading and puppets. Identify the features and conventions of written dialogue, demonstrate and then write dialogue. Compare this with a play based on the same story. Write and perform play scripts based on the Nasreddin Hodja stories.


[image: image3.png]