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FUNDING

CURRENT GRANTS / AWARDS
[Updated – 22nd February 2008]
+ = new

# = of particular interest

SCHEMES WITH DEADLINES:

	· + Big Green Challenge – UnLtd together with NESTA have launched the Big Green Challenge. Big Green Challenge is a £1 million prize fund to encourage groups of people to come up with new ways to tackle climate change. Run over two years, it challenges not-for-profit groups and organisations to demonstrate new and better ways to reduce their CO2 emissions by 60% in their communities. Projects can be local, regional or more widely spread. The Big Green Challenge will seek to select ten finalists, once selected, they will have a year to show Big Green that they can turn their BIG ideas into action. The winner will be announced in late 2009. Eligible challengers have to be constituted not for profit organisation although newly formed groups can apply for this status later.  The closing date for entering the challenge is 29 February 2008 – www.nesta.org.uk/news/media_centre/news_releases/release.aspx?id=5765

	· + # B&Q You Can Do It Awards – B&Q have announced that the ‘You Can Do It’ Awards will re-open for applications on the 28th January 2008. The awards aim to play a key part in helping local communities create inclusive and sustainable projects. Awards in 2007 included the refurbishment of local sporting facilities; social enterprise workshops and community facilities as well as equipment for improving community gardens. Under the scheme, community groups and charitable organisations can apply for awards ranging from £1,000 to £10,000 worth of B&Q products. The closing date for applications will be the 28 March 2008. In addition, each local B&Q store also has a ‘limited’ budget to provide grants of between £50 and £500 to community groups under its Better Neighbour Grant Scheme. www.diy.com/diy/jsp/bq/templates/content_lookup.jsp?content=/aboutbandq/2004/social_responsibility/YCDI_Awards/main.jsp&menu=aboutbandq


	· + # Funding for Community Greenspaces – The Sita Trust is accepting applications under its new “Green Prints” programme.  Under the programme, not-for profit organisations with community greenspace projects designed and delivered by groups of volunteers aged 16 to 25, can apply for funding of up to £10,000, as well as support and practical expertise.  Projects can last for up to 6 months and should focus on improving a community greenspaces for the local community and wildlife. The type of activities that can be funded include; creating disabled access to a park; planting or cropping trees in a public woodland; building a community sculpture on a cycle track; cutting new pathways and installing information boards alongside a river; and building a pond to create a new habitat for fish and insects, etc.  Eligible projects need to be located within 10 miles of an active landfill site. There is a two stage application process and initial first stage applications can be submitted at any time…. www.sitatrust.org.uk/apply/greenprints
More info at: www.sitatrust.org.uk/news/News1600
· New SITA Trust application deadlines published – The Sita Trust, which supports community and environmental projects through the Landfill Communities Fund (formerly the Landfill Tax Credit Scheme), provides funding to not for profit organisations, community groups, parish councils, Local Authorities and charities through a number of different grant programmes. These include:

· The Enhancing Communities Programme, which support community improvement projects. 

· The Enriching Nature Programme which supports wildlife projects. 

· GreenPrints which supports greenspace improvement projects carried out by young people aged 16-25.

To be eligible projects must be located within 10 miles of a Sita operated Landfill site. Previous projects supported by the Trust include the restoration and management of valuable heathland, projects demonstrating a more sustainable way of living and the renovation of a disused building for community use.  The next application deadline is the 27th March 2008. www.sitatrust.org.uk/apply/community/deadlines


	· # BIG lottery fund: ‘Local Food’ – managed by the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts (RSWT) and 15 consortium partners, Local Food will distribute grants to a variety of food-related projects to help make locally grown food accessible and affordable to local communities. Communities will benefit from: 

· improved health and well-being through exercise and better nutrition; 
· strengthened local economies through the creation of social enterprises; 
· and more sustainability through the better use of resources.
Grants from £2,000 up to £500,000 will be awarded to not-for-profit groups and organisations in England delivering such projects as growing, processing, marketing and distributing local food; composting and raising awareness of the benefits of such activities.

This £50 million fund will cover a range of projects linked to local food growing, such as farmers’ markets and allotments, but it is anticipated that there will also be link to community composting. The funding will NOT be available to local authorities, but may be of interest to community groups in your area who are working on projects linking food growing and composting. The fund will open for applications in Spring 2008.  www.rswt.org/localfood/
To receive an outline of the programme and any updates email your full contact details to localfood@rswt.org


	· # Healthy Schools… bursaries available. It is easy to link environmental projects to the four themes of healthy schools (physical activity, healthy eating, emotional health and wellbeing, citizenship).

Please note that schools can access the following bursaries until end March 08.
· 36 bursaries for ‘working towards’ schools: £800 secondary/£600 primary/£800 special/PRU (NOT New Visions) for healthy eating/physical activity 
· All secondary mainstream//Special/PRU can access a THDS bursary £1000 (£500 up front/£500 on achieving status) for a young people led health event includes £3000 for New Visions 
· PSHE bursaries: £100 all schools, whether achieved status or not 


	· # Grants to Enhance the Teaching of Ecology

1. Innovation + Research Grants – The British Ecological Society is offering grants up to £750 to enable teachers to make the teaching of ecology more innovative, interesting and exciting in primary, secondary and tertiary schools. Grants are available for undertaking research into effectively communicating the teaching of ecology; professional development of teachers; field trips; equipment.

2. School ground developments – grants of £200 - £1,000 to support initiatives to enhance school grounds as ideal places to teach practical ecology.

3. Field equipment grant – grants up to £500 for buying ecology fieldwork equipment. 

Three application deadlines per year and the next deadline is the 30 April 2008. 

· www.britishecologicalsociety.org/articles/grants/education/EEG/#School_Ground_Developments


	· # Making a Mint Competition – Plant Science, together with NESTA have announced that they are once again running the “Making a Mint” competition. Making a Mint is a business competition open to 7-14 year olds and aims to develop entrepreneurial skills. The objective of the competition is for teams of young people to grow mint, then add as much value to it as possible, sell it and record the process. Participants will have the chance to win £1000 for their school in either Amazon or Garden Vouchers. The judges will be looking for a winning combination of growing success, good ideas and money making know-how, it might not be the team who make the most money who wins. Mint packs will be mailed out from the beginning of January 2008 and all results must be entered by 9pm on Sunday 6th July 2008. www.planet-science.com/outthere/index.html?page=/outthere/mint/


	· # Family Learning Programme – This is £40 million programme to bring generations of families together through learning. Known as the Family Learning programme, groups including charities, community and voluntary bodies and schools can apply for awards of £10,000 - £500,000 for up to five years to help families bond whilst building life skills. Statutory bodies and private sector organisations applying must involve a voluntary or community sector partner in planning and running the project. A key element of the fund is to attract learners that may face particular barriers in accessing learning opportunities. The type of activities that can be funded could for example include gardening, cooking or building a birdhouse together and others might help with reading or maths, using elements of sports, arts, crafts and drama as a basis for learning.  Applications can be submitted at any time until 29th August 2008. www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_family_learning


	· Schools Invited to Register their Interest in Playground Partnerships 2008 – Schools within the UK that wish to improve their play spaces are being invited to register their interest in Playground Partnerships 2008. A total of £500,000 is available to fund specific improvements and developments to their play environments. Schools can apply for awards of £1,000, £2,000, £5,000 or £10,000. All schools that are short listed will receive at least £250. Schools wishing to apply will first of all need to order the free Playground Partnerships resource pack. To be considered for an award, schools need to submit a folder of work ('portfolio of evidence') and completed application form (mainstream or special school) by post. Applicants are encouraged to develop;

· a pupil-led approach;

· involve the whole school;

· encourage input from the wider school community;

· and include pupils with special educational needs. 

Previous winners include Maltby Hall Infant School who received a £2,000 award to turn an old nursery garden into a quieter play area, especially for children who have behavioural issues. The deadline for applications will be announced in the near future. www.playgroundpartnerships.org/staff-room.php#awards


	· The Ernest Cook Trust (ECT) – keen to support applications which educate young people about the environment and the countryside; projects which introduce pupils to the wide spectrum of the arts are also encouraged.  Award criteria – applications are expected to link in with either the national curriculum or recognised qualifications, and particular weight is given to projects which improve levels of literacy and numeracy… Board meets twice a year (April + Nov) to consider grants applications of £3000 - £10,000.  For grants of £100 - £3000, meetings will be held in May, July, Sep + Dec. www.ernestcooktrust.org.uk  01285 713273



	· + COMING IN EARLY 2008… Alan Titchmarsh ‘Gardens for Schools’ –
Up to £500 grants for school gardens and nature areas in primary schools – www.alantitchmarsh.com/gardensforschools.asp 


	· Royal Society Partnership Grants
Grants of up to £3,000 are available to support teachers; scientists and engineers help develop Science projects with the aim of making the teaching of science more interesting within primary and secondary schools. The aim of the Partnership grants scheme is to form partnerships to allow teachers to increase their scientific knowledge and giving scientists and engineers the chance to develop their communication skills and engage with enquiring young minds.  Next deadline for applications – to be confirmed (2008).

· www.royalsoc.ac.uk/page.asp?id=1948


	· Ashden Awards 2008 – (from businesses, local authorities, and non-profit organisations + a separate award for schools).  Schools can enter the ‘Sustainable Schools’ category for innovative, practical schemes to provide sustainable energy at a local level. Winning schemes must be ‘exemplary’ and have the potential to expand and be replicated elsewhere by others. Prizes of up to £30,000 each. Go to www.ashdenawards.org to find out more on the awards and how to apply. The website also has a ‘Schools page’ where any school can find lesson resources for Key Stage 1-3, activities and advice on sustainable energy. Applications for the 2008 awards will open at the end of September.



ONGOING SCHEMES:

	· # Eco-Schools: Support for Schools to Become Eco Friendly
Schools, together with their pupils that wish to make a positive contribution to the environment can register to become an Eco School. Once registered as an Eco School, schools will be part of an international group of schools working towards education for sustainable development and a better quality of life for local and global communities and will be eligible to apply for funding of to help them progress through the programme. The Eco Schools programme operates throughout the UK. However, the funding and other support available to schools to implement eco-friendly activities varies. In England for example, grants of £5,000 are available to allow positive change and development within a school. Priority will be given to projects that clearly demonstrate an energy efficiency element or identify technology solutions to environmental improvements.  www.eco-schools.org.uk/


	· # London School Environment Award 2007-08 – open to all London's primary schools, the awards were set up in 2003 to develop children’s sense of responsibility for their environment. In 2006/07 over 750 schools registered for the scheme. Each year prizes are awarded to two schools in each of the 33 London boroughs: a Distinction Award and £2,000, a Highly Commended Award and £1,000. Every school that registers is sent a free Environmental Toolbox packed with information and practical environmental items to use inside and outside the classroom. www.london.gov.uk/mayor/education/lsea/index.jsp


	· # The Conservation Foundation and O2: ‘Its your Community’ –award scheme to help people improve their local environment will provide awards of up to £1,000 to local organisations and individuals to support environmental projects such as turning derelict land into an amenity park or wildlife area, tree planting, creating a wildlife pond, renovating neglected river and canal footpaths, providing water butts and recycling facilities in village halls, etc. The fund is open to local amenity groups, parish and village councils, schools, youth clubs, heritage groups, environmental and conservation groups, and individuals who can show that their project will benefit their local environment.  The initiative will support up to 60 projects per month, applications can be made any time, and will be judged on the 20th of every month. http://www.conservationfoundation.co.uk/ActLocalAwards.php


	· + # Groundwork East London’s Cool Climate project (October 2007-2010), will work with 3 secondary schools per year in Hackney; engaging young people aged 11-17 in extra curricular activities and supporting understanding and action around climate change.
The programme offers funding, and includes art, craft and accredited film workshops, enabling young people to create their own project to teach their peers. For more information, or to express an interest in this project, please contact Zoe Goss on 020 8985 1755.


	· + # London Schools Hydrogen Challenge – aimed at 11-14 year old London school children to introduce them to cleaner energy and specifically about hydrogen technologies and their applications.  The Challenge, which runs from September 2007 to June 2008, provides schools with a range of online teaching resources that support the National Curriculum for Key Stage 3. In addition, students and teachers can win high-tech prizes, along with a top prize of £1,000 for their school as part of the Grand Final.
Find out more about the Challenge and register your school online. Visit www.lshc.co.uk


	· The Food For Life Partnership, a lottery-funded project that is jointly run by the Soil Association and the Health Education Trust, are looking for 20 schools in each region to become Flagship Schools for school food.  They are looking for expressions of interest from schools that have little or no track record in a whole school approach to Healthy Eating – the deadline in London is 28 September 2007. London Region Healthy Schools and the Regional School Food and Health Advisers will be working with Food For Life on this project. www.foodforlife.org.uk


	· The Veolia Environmental Trust – award grants under the Landfill Communities Fund to support a wide range of community and environmental projects (throughout the UK) which are near some of the landfills and facilities operated by Veolia Environmental Services (UK) plc. www.veoliatrust.org/index.php


	· + # Bridge House Trust: a grant to improve the quality of London’s environment and to encourage its sustainable development – This scheme has three main objectives: to increase Londoners’ knowledge of environmental issues and the principles of sustainable development, to enhance London’s biodiversity, and to reduce London's environmental footprint. Projects likely to be supported include those which deliver environmental education programmes, enhance London's natural environment and biodiversity, or which promote waste minimisation, recycling, renewable energy and the efficient use of natural resources. Purpose: To improve the quality of the environment in Greater London. Who can apply? Charities working within Greater London or schools undertaking secondary charitable activities in the same area. Deadline: Ongoing. Amount: Unspecified. Funding body: City of London. Address: Bridge House Trust, City of London, PO Box 270, Guildhall, London EC2P 2EJ. 020 7332 3710, bridgehousetrust@corpoflondon.gov.uk
www.bridgehousegrants.org.uk/CityBridgeTrust/Grants/MainGrantsProgramme/LondonsEnvironment.htm



	· The Woodland Trust: Community Tree Planting Fund
Grants of up to £100 are available to community groups and not for profit organisations to support community tree planting initiatives. The funding is available for the purchase of native trees (preferably small transplants rather than larger specimen trees), the purchase of other tree planting materials and publicity costs. To be eligible organisations will need to register their tree planting event.  The scheme will run until 31st January 2008.  Applications will be judged monthly and decisions made soon after.
www.treeforall.org.uk/GetDigging/Events+grants.htm – Tel: 01476 581 111

· + # Register now for your free hedge or copse pack (containing 30 small native trees/shrubs).  These packs will be delivered to schools in November 2007. www.woodland-trust.org.uk/hedge/


	· + Grants for Green Power Generation – The Government has announced that it has awarded grants totalling £25 million for micro wind turbines and solar panels. The grants have been awarded to homes, schools and businesses to install technologies such as solar panels, biomass boilers and ground-source heat pumps. There are still £11m in grants available under Phase 1 for householders who want to generate renewable energy at home. Schools, charitable bodies and other public sector organisations can apply for a share of the £44m that remains from the original £50m set aside for them under Phase 2. The grants are awarded on a first come first served basis and applications can be submitted at any time. www.gnn.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=341605&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=True


	· + BBC Breathing Places is inviting all primary and middle schools in the UK to register with us and Do One Thing for nature each term. By registering on our website, schools will receive (absolutely free) all of the information, resources, and curricular links they need to complete a simple, entry-level activity each term - the first is seed planting to encourage wildlife. Each term’s new activity (6 in total) will be sent to registered schools. They are designed to work whatever the school's location – rural, urban or suburban – and can work equally well during lessons or as part of an after school club. Signing up with Breathing Places Schools is a great way to do your bit for biodiversity in your area while getting pupils excited about the plants and animals around them.  Interested teachers can sign up at www.bbc.co.uk/breathingplaces.  If you require any further information regarding Breathing Places Schools please contact Elizabeth Brown on 020 875 24501 or email breathingplacesschools@bbc.co.uk. Breathing Places is a major BBC Learning campaign to inspire and motivate people to create and care for nature-friendly green spaces where they live. www.bbc.co.uk/breathingplaces/create/funding.shtml


	· + Funding for Local Sustainable Energy Projects – Local community groups and not for profit organisations located in the UK that wish to implement sustainable energy projects in their buildings have the opportunity to apply for grants of up to £30,000 through the E.ON Source Fund. Examples of organisations that have been funded in the past include schools, local-based and national charities, special education colleges and wildlife parks. Projects that can be considered for funding include the purchase and installation of one or more renewable energy technologies (e.g. wind, solar thermal, PV, wood etc); the renovation of existing facilities to incorporate micro-generation technology; an energy efficiency makeover for building that could demonstrate significant energy savings and also behavioural change amongst users; the use of new or innovative technology to deliver either energy savings or micro-generation capacity; projects which can demonstrate the intelligent use of waste energy (e.g. a district heating system that uses waste heat from one building to heat or power another). Applications are reviewed three times a year. www.eon-uk.com/2060.aspx



	· + Pilkington Energy Efficiency Trust – Financial support for research and development projects which are designed to improve the knowledge or practice of energy efficiency in buildings is available through the Pilkington Energy Efficiency Trust. The Trust will consider funding, or co-funding, projects whose successful completion is likely to result in the more efficient use of energy in new or existing buildings. Such projects should therefore be aimed at producing results which are replicable, practicable and economic. Applications are considered from all sectors, including individuals, consultants, academic bodies, commercial organisations, NGO’s and research institutions. The Trustees meet to consider applications in late October and April, so applications need to be in the secretary’s hands by 30 September or 31 March respectively. www.pilkington.com/europe/uk+and+ireland/english/building+products/for+trade+customers/peet.htm


	· Biffawards funding programmes – Biffaward is one of the most respected Landfill Communities Fund schemes, and has awarded more than £80 million to worthwhile projects since 1997.  Every year, they support a large number of projects across the UK which enhance communities or biodiversity, sometimes both.  Offer four levels of funding – main grants /community (£5,000-£50,000), main grants /biodiversity (£5,000-£50,000), small grants £250-£5,000) and flagship (£150,000-£500,000).
http://www.biffaward.org/welcome.php


	+ # Campaign for School Gardening – The Royal Horticultural Society is replacing its Schools Membership Scheme with an improved, more actively engaging ‘Campaign for School Gardening’ (to be launched 19 September 2007).  To transfer your membership to this new scheme you must re-register your details on-line at www.rhs.org.uk/schoolgarden.  Once you have registered you will receive a starter pack and have access to many resources on-line that will help you develop and use your school garden.



	· Tesco Charity Trust Community Awards – The majority of these grants are targeted towards local communities where Tesco have stores.  Awards benefit local organisations whose work supports children’s education and welfare, children + adults with disabilities and elderly people.  Awards are one-off donations ranging from £1,500 – £5000 (no salary costs).  Write any time with brief details of project to: Tesco Charity Trust, Tesco House, Delamere Road, Chestnut, Herts, EN8 9SL (Tel: 01992 646768, fax: 01992 646794).  Closing date for writing is 31 January each year– Application forms distributed in February, decisions communicated by letter in June / early July.  (Letters received after the closing date will be held on file for the next year’s round)  http://www.tescocorporate.com/images/Charity_trust_guidelines.pdf


	· Government Doubles Funding for Global School Partnerships Programme:
The Department for International Development has announced that it intends to double to £7.5 million the money available to support the Global School Partnerships programme over the next three years. The Global School Partnerships programme is available to fund partnerships between UK schools and schools across the developing world through teacher exchanges and for projects to build development issues into the curriculum. Two types of grants are available: Reciprocal Visit Grants, up to £1500 in value to help send teachers to visit each other’s school and establish and develop a partnership; and Global Curriculum Project Grants, up to £4500 annually over a three year period for curriculum development and reciprocal visits for two teachers. For secondary schools and sixth form colleges an additional £1500 is available for one student to take part in a visit

· http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/pressreleases/boost-school-links.asp


	· # Grants for School Travel Plans – As part of its strategy to reduce the number of car journeys as a means of getting to school and to increase the safety when walking and cycling to schools, the Government is providing grants to schools in England to implement School Travel Plans. A school travel plan is a document produced by a school in conjunction with the Local Authority. It encompasses all the issues relevant to journeys to and from the school and includes concerns about safety and health, and proposals for ways to make improvements. Funding consists of one off Capital Grant of £3,750, + £5 per pupil for Primary and First Schools and £5,000, + £5 per pupil for Middle and Secondary Schools. Examples of funding use might be, cycle shelters and lockers, shower facilities or covered waiting areas for pupils and parents. Schools interested in developing School Travel Plans or in applying for funding should in the first instance contact their School Travel Adviser – http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/sd/managers/travel/STAtoolkit/stp/


	· Scarman Trust Grants Programme (London): The Scarman Trust in London runs two grant programmes to help individuals improve their community:

The Community Champions Fund – programme is open to individuals who want to run a project that will benefit their neighbourhood – individuals can apply for up to £2,000 to help them run a grassroots project.  Previous winners have used the money to run grassroots projects all over London, including neighbourhood newsletters; after-school clubs; puppet-making workshops; recycling projects; parents and toddlers group, etc. The closing date for applications is on the 16th of every month.

The Big Boost programme gives awards of £250 – £5,000 to young people aged 11 to 25 to help them get their projects off the ground that will benefit their community. Applications to the Big Boost programme can be made at any time…

Tel: 020 7713 9306 – http://www.thescarmantrust.org/london/index.htm


	· The BIG Lottery Fund – Making a BIG Difference to Schools
The Fund are keen to support schools in their broader social aims such as strengthening community cohesion, fostering youth engagement and securing pride in the local environment. A leaflet setting out details of the Funds available to schools is available at:  http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/generic_downloads?publications=true&status=doc&doctype=Corporate&docid=88808&regioncode=-uk&doctitle=Making%20a%20BIG%20difference%20to%20schools


	· [BIG] – Breathing Spaces Programme, Phase 2:

[Now closed to applications ]

· If you want to create your own Breathing Place, here’s a booklet to download with all the information you need to get started. It will tell you what you should do, where to go for advice and how to apply for a grant from the lottery. If you can't download the pdf, you’ll find printed copies in your local library – http://www.bbc.co.uk/breathingplaces/createplaces/


	· Big Lottery Fund – The Big Boost (England) – awards programme that supports young people who are keen to get involved in their communities… The awards which will run for two years from the 1st November 2005, will help young people set up and run projects (cash plus support). Grants between £250-£5,000 to help individuals and small groups of people aged between 11-25, deliver projects in their local areas. Applications can be made at any time up to the 1st November 2007 when the programme is due to close. www.thebigboost.org.uk/index.php
· + The Prince's Trust group awards – Grants for young people to deliver their own community projects – awards offers funding to young people between 14 and 25 who are involved in projects to benefit the local community. Grants range from £250 to £5 000 and the definition of community is broad, stretching from a school to a prison, or an ethnic community to a geographical one. The Prince's Trust also gives development awards of between £50 and £500 for educational underachievers in the same age group who want to pursue opportunities in education, training or employment.  Purpose: To enable young people to carry out a project to benefit the local community.  Who can apply? Young people between 14 and 25. Deadline – ongoing.
www.princes-trust.org.uk/Main%20Site%20v2/14-30%20and%20need%20help/grants%20for%20group%20projects.asp


	· + Environmental action fund – Funding from Defra for voluntary and community groups working on sustainable development – (This funding is not directly open to schools). The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs is seeking applications from groups that can change behaviour patterns with regards to sustainable consumption, that can find ways of making both sustainable living attractive to consumers and sustainable processes attractive to producers.  Purpose: To support projects in England that aim to make patterns of consumption more sustainable. Who can apply? Voluntary and community groups. Deadline: Scheme currently closed, details of 2008 applications will become available on the Defra website. Amount: From £25 000 to £250 000 per year. Funding body: Defra.  Address: 6/G9 Ashdown House, 123 Victoria Street, London SW1E 6DE. Tel: 020 7082 8680, Email: rosemary.thurbon@defra.gsi.gov.uk. www.defra.gov.uk/ENVIRONMENT/eaf/index.htm


	· + First Call for Proposals Under the New LIFE+ programme to be Launched in Autumn 2007 – The European Commission has announced that the first annual call for proposals for projects funded by the new LIFE+ programme is likely be issued in mid-September 2007. The LIFE + programme will be the EU’s main fund for supporting environmental projects. With a budget of just under €2 billion, Life + (2007 -13) will address all four priority areas of the Sixth Environment Action Programme (6EAP, running from 2002 to 2012): climate change; nature and biodiversity; health and quality of life; natural resources and waste, as well as the programme’s seven Thematic Strategies. http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/lifeplus.htm



	· + # Changing Spaces Programme to open Summer 2007 – The Big Lottery Fund (BIG) has announced that it expects Award Partners for the Changing Spaces programme to start launching their grant schemes from summer 2007. A total of £234 million will be available to help communities in England improve their environment. The fund will focus on three priority areas; community spaces; local community enterprise and access to the natural environment. The type of activities to be supported can include physical improvements to local green spaces, community gardens, allotments, footpaths and nature reserves; local food growing and retailing, box schemes, farmers markets and composting; access to the natural environment through better information and signposting; and educational projects which raise awareness of local environments and wider environmental issues. The funding will be awarded both to individual projects as well as larger portfolios of projects made up of a number of individual projects which together form a cohesive strategy to deliver the programme outcomes. www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_changing_spaces


	· Big Lottery Fund – Young People’s Fund

Eligibility – young people to come up with own ideas and to be involved from start to finish of project – grants to organisations £5K - £150K over 3 year period or grants to individuals or small groups £250 - £5K (for projects underpinned by ‘every child matters’)
Contact: Young People’s Fund, The Big Lottery, 1 Plough Lane, EC4A 1DE
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/programmes/ypf – Tel. 0845 00 00 121



	· # Heritage Lottery Fund (www.hlf.org.uk – Tel: 020 7591 6000)– *Awards for All* – for extra-curricular activities.  Supports small scale community based projects that promote arts and education, encourage healthier living, develop local sports, support heritage initiatives and boost community activities.  Awards between £300 – £10,000 (short + simple application form) – [criteria – ‘extend access + participation’, ‘increase skill and creativity’, ‘improve quality of life’] – Applications can be made at any time, notification within 8 weeks… Tel: 0845 600 20 40 – www.awardsforall.org.uk/england/index.html


	· The Royal Forestry Society has an online publication called ‘Grants for Tr££s’ which is a comprehensive list of all funding for trees available (type in search: ‘grants’). www.rfs.org.uk


	· Lottery Funding – www.lotteryfunding.org.uk – Tel: 0845 275 0000



	· Heritage Lottery Fund – ‘Young Roots’ – (£5,000-£25,000)
The scheme aims to involve 13-20 year-olds (up to 25 for those with special needs) in finding out about their heritage, developing skills, building confidence and promoting community involvement. Young Roots projects stem directly from young peoples' interests and ideas, harnessing their creativity and energy and helping them work with others in their local community. No deadline


	· *Sure Start – Funds are available for projects which increase the availability of childcare, improve health, education, and emotional development for young children and support parents in their aspirations towards employment – Contact: John Bradford 7683 4777 / Diane Heywood 8806 7935 – www.surestart.gov.uk


	· # Growing Schools (Learning through Landscapes) – Due to the success of the programme, it is hoped schools will be able to reapply later this year.  If your school would like to be involved in similar school grounds projects and activities, get in touch with LTL.  Contact the Head of Learning through Landscapes in London for further information on current programmes.  www.ltl.org.uk.  Email: schoolgrounds-uk@ltl.org.uk


	· *The Sutton Trust – funds projects that provide educational opportunities for young people from non-privileged backgrounds. Will consider every project on an individual basis, but particularly interested in innovative projects and pilot schemes that have the potential to benefit large numbers, and in new research.  The Sutton Trust will fund projects across the UK, in any area where there is need, including rural and inner city areas.  The Sutton Trust tends to fund projects in a formal education setting, working primarily with organisations such as schools, universities, community groups, charities and research bodies. We do not fund individuals. Our work with the secondary school age group is focused on gifted and talented students.   http://www.suttontrust.com/
No deadline for applications. Will respond as soon as possible, but application process may take at least a month.  Application Procedure: Provide a 2 page description of the project to: The Sutton Trust, 111 Upper Richmond Road, Putney, SW15 2TJ

We are happy to discuss project proposals before applications are sent in. Please contact us if you would like to discuss an idea – Tel (general): 020 8788 3223, fax: 020 8788 3993. For general enquiries please contact: Clare Aworth (Trust Administrator), Tel: 020 8394 7679 – clare.aworth@suttontrust.com


	· CSV’s Action Earth scheme – offers small grants (up to £50) to assist community organisations carrying out environmental projects.  All their grants for this year have been snapped up, but if you'd like to be one of the first to receive information about next year's campaign, email them with your name, email address and full postal address www.actionearth.org.uk – Tel: 0121 328 7455


	· # * B&Q – Better Neighbour Grants scheme – support schools, community groups, and charitable organisations for environmental community-based projects. They provide grants for materials, e.g. pond-liners, plants, peat-free composts, paint, etc (£50-500).  Contact: the ‘environment champion’ at your local B&Q store to discuss the project – www.diy.com/diy/jsp/bq/templates/content_lookup.jsp?content=/aboutbandq/2004/social_responsibility/better_neighbour.jsp&menu=aboutbandq

www.diy.com/awards


	· Argos in the community – fund registered charities and non-profit making organisations, who work in the education and health-related field, education, disadvantaged groups, or improve environment conditions.  Applications: send in writing to: Argos Ltd, Charities Dept, 489-499 Avebury Boulevard, Milton Keynes, MK9 2NW

· All charitable requests must be made using the Argos Charitable Donation Application Form available on the Argos website – www.argos.co.uk/static/StaticDisplay/includeName/AboutArgos.jsp.htm#community


	Community Foundation network:  make donations (ring to enquire) – London North East Community Foundation, PO Box 77, Ilford, Essex, IG1 1WA – Tel: 020 8554 7922, Contact: Mary Elford (Director), Email: teleos.training@btinternet.com


	· National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts (NESTA) – Awards between £1000 - £200,000 (all year) – [criteria – ‘bring learning alive’, ‘making science real in the classroom by encouraging experimentation’].  Tel: 020 7645 9538 – www.nesta.org.uk


	· Funding for the Installation of Green Power Generation Technologies
DTI: Low Carbon Buildings Programme, over 3 years (started April 2006) – Phase 2 now open for application – scheme run by Dept of Trade+ Industry~ grants to help fund the installation of micropower technologies such as solar panels, micro wind-turbines and ground source heat pumps on schools, not for profit and public sector buildings.  £50 million in grants available over the next 18 months (max £1million), organisations can apply for between 30% and 50% of installation costs.
http://www.lowcarbonbuildingsphase2.org.uk/index.jsp
(In addition surplus energy generated will be able to be sold back to the National Grid)


	· Utilities funds – Schools can approach utilities companies for extra funding – e.g. EDF energy, Npower, Powergen, Scottish Power funded installation of solar panels to school.


	· Esmee Fairbairn Foundation announces £29 Million of Grants (UK) in 2007 – one of the largest independent grant-making foundations in the UK, making grants to organisations which aim to improve the quality of life for people and communities in the UK, both now and in the future. Their primary interests are in the UK's cultural life, education, the natural environment and enabling people who are disadvantaged to participate more fully in society.  In the past the majority of grants have been up to £100,000 (although the Foundation has also made larger grants). Applications need to be for charitable purposes and can be made at any time.  www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk




London Grant-Making Trusts:

	· # The Rose Foundation – funding for building projects, £5,000-£30,000 towards self-contained projects.  Martin Rose, The Rose Foundation, 28 Crawford Street, London W1H 1PL. Tel: 020 7262 1155, fax: 020 7724 2044



	· Jack Petchey Foundation – funding for young people, aged 11-24, in east London and West Essex to help them ‘find their feet’ in life, including training. £500-£50,000 (any time) www.jackpetcheyfoundation.org.uk, 020 8252 8000



	· Sir John Cass Foundation: 020 74805884 – Grants up to £30,000 for schools and organisations that benefit children or young people under the age of 25 who are permanent residents of named inner London boroughs (see below), and from disadvantaged backgrounds or areas of high deprivation – www.sirjohncass.org, contactus@sirjohncass.org


	· + The Capital Community Foundation Network – a community foundation working for London, connecting donors with causes around the capital. www.capitalcf.org.uk/index.php



Volunteers:

Corporate volunteers often do team-building days for community projects and school grounds, and can be used to provide man-power to complete tasks within your project…

Education business partnerships – ring 01753502370 for details of local partnership (puts schools in touch with businesses in the area)

The Community Team, Barclays – Community Affairs, 54 Lombard St, London EC3P 3AH, 020 7699 6669 – amanda.allchorn@barclays.co.uk or debbie.phillips@barclays.co.uk
Local CSV (Community Service Volunteers) office – www.csv.org.uk/Services
Volunteering England – www.volunteering.org.uk
 – ‘Financially successful schools are often those which have parents who are committed to their child’s school.’

 (School-based fund raising activities)
Sources of further information:

Government funding – www.governmentfunding.org.uk
*Extended Schools* (www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/extendedschools) – speak to your extended school coordinator about obtaining funding for your project through Extended Schools.
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/_doc/8511/Extended%20Schools%20funding%20allocations%20June%202005.xls
Healthy Schools – speak to your school’s Healthy School coordinator for information on linking your project in so as to make use of Healthy School bursaries for Healthy Eating + Citizenship.

Teachernet website –> Growing Schools – information on award schemes and grants which could help support your outdoor learning projects:
· http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/growingschools/resources/funding/
[The Growing Schools website has been designed to support teachers in using the ‘outdoor classroom’ as a resource across the curriculum for pupils of all ages…]

Directory of Grant Making Trusts – This website has a directory of information on grant making trusts. They are listed in alphabectical order.  For more information please visit:
http://www.grantsonline.org.uk/Grant%20Making%20Trusts%20Directory.htm
For a complete listing of current funding opportunities go to www.grantsonline.org.uk
www.grants4schools.info – featuring information on the latest funding opportunities from the Lottery, government agencies, the Europen Union and Charitable Foundations
You can find a list of other funders' web sites at the Association of Charitable Foundations site (www.acf.org.uk/linkstrusts.htm) or on the funding database 'Funderfinder' which will probably be available at your local centre for voluntary services – www.funderfinder.org.uk (– resources for bid-writing, interactive / free download…jargon-busters) + www.trustfunding.org.uk
Alternatively, there are a couple of useful directories - 'A Guide to the Major Trusts' published by the Directory of Social Change, and the 'Directory of Grant-Making Trusts' published by the Charities Aid Foundation (CAF).
‘There is additional funding available if you can incorporate green and renewable energy into your science project.’
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