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Dear Forum member,







   September 2007
Welcome to the first London Sustainable Schools Forum E-Bulletin!

Welcome to the Forum

Thank you for adding your name and support to this exciting Forum. I want the Forum to offer the opportunity to network and share experiences, to engage with leading experts and to access ideas, support and resources to enable schools to make positive practical changes.  
I hope that many of you have enjoyed a relaxing summer break and return refreshed and invigorated and ready to take action!
I would like to make the Forum as interactive as possible – if you have any comments or if there is anything that you would like to see in future editions of the E-Bulletin, including submissions for our ‘Top Tips’, articles or events you would like to publicise, please email your ideas to sustainableschools@gol.gsi.gov.uk, stating ‘E-Bulletin suggestions’ in the subject line. If you are doing something particularly innovative in school that you would like to share, I’d be delighted to hear from you!

Forum Workshops: Dates now confirmed
Many of you have expressed an interest in our quarterly workshops, which will be designed to enable schools to access the 8 key ‘doorways’ into sustainability identified by the DCSF through the three key areas of school life: curriculum, campus and community. Our first workshop on 3rd October and second workshop on 6th December have now been confirmed. Please read the article below for further details and how to apply for a place at the October event, which will also launch GOL’s Case Study Guide of Sustainable Schools good practice across London.
Finally I hope that you enjoy this issue of the E-Bulletin and I look forward to meeting you at the first workshop!
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Helen Adams

Deputy Head of Argyle Primary School, Camden

Chair of London Sustainable Schools Forum
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London Sustainable Schools Forum Workshop 1 – Booking now available!

The dates of our first two London Sustainable Schools Forum workshops have now been confirmed. Details are as follows: 
· Workshop1  - Food and Drink, Purchasing and Waste 
3rd October, Westminster Council House
· Workshop 2 – Global Dimension, Inclusion and Participation

6th December, Lambeth Town Hall
We are now accepting applications for places for the first workshop only, which is shaping up to be an exciting day with guest speakers from schools, NGOs and the Department for Children, Schools and Families, interactive breakout sessions and plenty of opportunities to network and exchange experiences and ideas. Delegates will also receive a free copy of the brand new Case Study Guide of Sustainable Schools good practice in London. Click here to view a programme for the day.
As spaces are limited, please complete the attached form (at the bottom of this E-Bulletin) as fully as possible and return to sustainableschools@gol.gsi.gov.uk  or fax back to 020 7217 3477 as soon as possible to register your interest and apply for a place. 
We are keen for attending schools at the first Forum workshop to return for the further workshops where possible, in order to better build capacity and networks, and transformation in school. Please do consider how the different topics covered at each event might be relevant for different members of staff, including governors.
	


Sustainable Schools news 

· The Year of Food and Farming officially launched this month 

The Year of Food and Farming wants to promote healthy living, by giving young people the opportunity to:

 - follow the story from 'field to fork' 

 - make informed decisions about food and healthy nutrition 

 - experience what the countryside can offer 

 - learn more about environmental issues linked to food and the countryside. 

To register your school now for free go to: http://www.yearoffoodandfarming.org.uk/Registrations/Schools.aspx
· Schools urged to tackle gang culture (31st August 2007)
Graham Robb, head of the Youth Justice Board and the Government’s youth crime tsar, has said that schools should be at the forefront of tackling the problem of gang culture and needed to do more. Mr Robb said schools did not always realise how much support was available to them from youth offending teams and the police. He believes that schools need more training and support, not extra legal powers. 
http://www.tes.co.uk/2424355
· Every Child’s Future Matters – a new report by the Sustainable Development Commission (14th August 2007)
Every Child’s Future Matters explores the influence the environment has on children’s well-being. It is written for everyone designing and delivering services that impact on children’s lives. Using a mix of commissioned research and the experience of nine local authorities, this work demonstrates how attention to the environment provides a powerful mode of delivering ECM outcomes. 
Go to http://www.sd-commission.org.uk/pages/edu_cayp.html to download a copy of the report.
· Schools should be 'free of cars', a report suggests (13th August 2007)  
Car exclusion zones should be set up around schools to encourage families to walk short distances instead, benefiting their health and the environment by reducing carbon dioxide emissions, a report suggests.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6942945.stm 
· Pupils benefit from free fruit (8 August 2007)

 A national scheme giving primary school children in England a free piece of fruit each day has improved their diet, a study of 5,000 pupils has found. The number of children who ate fruit every day rose from 46% to 65% as a result of the initiative, researchers at Nottingham University discovered. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/6935464.stm
· Young people call for sustainability in their schools, new survey (24th July)  reveals
Young people want their schools to increase sustainable practices around food, energy, well-being and communities, according to a new survey commissioned by the Department for Children, Schools and Families. The findings of the survey of young people aged 13 to 15 years old include:

- 70% of 13-15 year olds think that it is important to know where the ingredients in their school dinners comes from, although 88% stated that they know little or nothing about this at present

- 81% of 13-15 year olds think that it is important that their school uses renewable energy and harvests rainwater resources 

- Over half of 13-15 year olds feel that they have something to contribute to combatting global challenges such as climate change
Young People’s Minister Kevin Brennan said: “These survey figures show that young people really do care about sustainability issues […] Schools play a vital role at the heart of communities and lead the way in encouraging our young people to live sustainably now and in the future.”
	


Dates for your Diary…September - October 2007

SEPTEMBER
· The Ashden Awards for sustainable energy will be receiving applications for their 2008 awards from the end of September 
Schools can enter the ‘Sustainable Schools’ category for innovative, practical schemes to provide sustainable energy at a local level. Winning schemes must be ‘exemplary’ and have the potential to expand and be replicated elsewhere by others. Go to http://www.ashdenawards.org to find out more on the awards and how to apply. The website also has a ‘Schools page’ where any school can find lesson resources for Key Stage 1-3, activities and advice on sustainable energy.
· The Royal Horticultural Society Campaign for School Gardening 19th September
Launched this month, ‘The RHS Campaign for School Gardening’ is an exciting new campaign based around an interactive website which will provide inspiration, advice and resources to teachers and others who want to set up a school garden, including a benchmarking scheme, lesson plans, risk assessments, rewards and a fun section for students. A national network of advisors will also be built to provide direct support to schools. The campaign builds on the RHS’ existing work with schools and CPD training for teachers. Go to www.rhs.org.uk/schoolgardening  to find out more.  
· Countryside Live - Lee Valley Park,  20th- 21st September, Waltham Abbey, Essex
Countryside Live is a country fair for school children organised by The Countryside Foundation for Education (CFE). It aims to be a fun and educational event, with links to the National Curriculum. For more information, go to http://www.countrysidelive.org.uk. 

· City Harvest Festival, 22nd September, Capel Manor
Now in its 8th year, this is an event for the whole family. Run in conjunction with the Federation of City Farms and Community Gardens, the event will include a Special Farm Animal Show, Arena Events, Country Craft Stalls and Displays, Children’s Activities, Bee World and the Chrysanthemum Show. Go to http://www.capel.ac.uk/Gardens/city_harvest_festival.html to find out more.
· The Farming to Food Show, 27th - 29th September 2007 Potters Field, More London
The Farming to Food Show will be held in Potters Field in Southwark. School pupils from across the capital will be joined by sheep, geese, turkeys, goats and beef cattle! A model village will demonstrate how food is produced, including a traditional butcher's shop where you can have a go at making sausages, and a baker’s where you can bake your own bread rolls. A cookery stage will feature demonstrations by celebrity chefs including Anthony Worrall-Thompson. To find out more go to http://www.countrysidefoundation.org.uk/TheFarmingToFoodShow.doc
OCTOBER
· October is International Walk to School Month
This month pupils in 50 countries around the world will be celebrating the benefits of Walking to School. Aside from the health benefits, the Walk to School Campaign for October 2007 is focussing on children enjoying their local environment by walking to school. Find out more and access resources and ideas at http://www.iwalktoschool.org/
· World Food Day, 16th October
FoodAid is an annual fundraising campaign for schools run by Concern Worldwide. If your school would like to do something simple and effective to help end world hunger, this could be the campaign for you. Schools organise fundraising events to coincide with harvest festival or World Food Day on 16 October 2007. Last year over 1,600 schools took part in the campaign, which raises money to go directly to Concern’s food programmes in 28 countries worldwide. Find out more at: www.foodaid.org.uk 
	


GOL Sustainable Schools Pilot Scheme

Thanks to all of those schools who submitted applications for our Pilot Scheme. We were impressed with the enthusiasm and commitment to embedding sustainability in school demonstrated by many of you – it made our decision a very challenging one! 

We have completed our short listing process and the successful applicant schools will be announced in our next E-Bulletin. Watch this space for stories and experiences of the Pilot Schools as they begin to address sustainability in school.
	


Resources section – themed around Food and Drink, Purchasing and Waste (this October’s Workshop)
· Potatoes for schools: http://www.potatoesforschools.org.uk/
Get some real hands-on experience by taking part in the Grow Your Own Potatoes project, with free growing packs and the chance to win prizes if you want to compete to grow the heaviest weight of potatoes. It can be as simple as a pot of potatoes in the playground or on a classroom windowsill. 

· Farming and Countryside Education: http://www.face-online.org.uk/
FACE aims to allow pupils to see rural activities such as food production first-hand, introduce pupils to countryside leisure activities and to rural career opportunities. Go to their website to access a range of curriculum resources and ideas on these themes.
· The Duchy Originals Garden Organic for Schools project:
http://www.gardenorganic.org.uk/schools_organic_network/
A nationwide campaign which helps children to grow vegetables at school, and learn more about their food. Registration is free and you'll receive personal practical organic gardening advice, ideas and activity sheets, curriculum-based resources, and a quarterly newsletter. Log on to the website to find out things to do in your school garden this term! 
· Wastewatch’s ‘Recycle Zone’ http://www.recyclezone.org.uk
This site for schools, children and teachers ‘tells you what's what in the world of waste!’ The site not only covers recycling but also how to reduce and reuse. It has activities for children and teaching resources.
· London Food Strategy  www.londonfoodstrategy.org.uk
The Mayor's Food Strategy, ‘Healthy and Sustainable Food for London’, was launched in May 2006 and sets a vision to improve the health of Londoners and make London's food system sustainable over the ten years to 2016. One of the priority action areas of the Strategy is "Delivering Healthy Schools". 
· School Food Trust   www.schoolfoodtrust.org.uk
The School Food Trust aims to transform school food and food skills, promote the education and health of children and young people and improve the quality of food in schools. At the website you can access the revised guide to standards for school lunches (April 2007), activities for younger pupils, resources and events.
Funding opportunities:
· Alan Titchmarsh - Gardens for Schools http://www.alantitchmarsh.com/gardensforschools.asp 
Up to £500 grants for school gardens and nature areas in primary schools. 

· B&Q - Better Neighbour Grants  www.diy.com/awards
Provide B&Q materials at retail cost for school projects that have long-lasting benefit to the local community.  Applicants should contact their local B&Q store.

· Common Purpose UK - Deutsche Bank Spotlight Awards (UK) 
http://www2.commonpurpose.org.uk/home/about-us/spotlight.aspx
Awards are available to young people, 11-18 years, who have helped improve, change or create something in the school, club or community. 
	


Top tips – School perspective 
How Does Your Garden Grow? – A whole School Approach to Growing Fruit and Vegetables – by Helen Adams, Chair of Forum and Deputy Head of Argyle School, Camden
At Argyle School, in the heart of King’s Cross, we believe the experience of pupils growing and cooking their own food is too important to leave to chance. It is a fundamental part of our core provision for every child. To make this happen we had to:

Plant the garden firmly in the curriculum. Our fruit and vegetable garden is central to our science and DT provision in Year1 and 3, and is linked with humanities.  Subsequently, when budding farmers move up to Year 2 and 4 the autumn harvest is a key part of RE lessons.

Grow our own experts: Do not expect all urban teachers to be gardening enthusiasts!  Our topic resource boxes contain all the guidance and equipment staff and children need to grow simple crops. 

Nurture carefully: Our science subject leader provides support and guidance. If the garden is important to the school, its leadership needs to be a core part of someone’s role. The school needs to include this in the recruitment and induction process and seek support for training (for example from Learning Through Landscapes) if necessary.  

Feast !: Celebrate your harvest publicly. At harvest festival our parents and children work together to cook (and eat) a delicious curry. It has quickly become an integral part of our calendar and is eagerly awaited each year. 
	


Learning Outside the Classroom – Go and visit…
….‘The Glasshouse’ at The Royal Horticultural Society Garden, Wisley, Surrey 

In June this year the RHS officially opened a new world-class Glasshouse at RHS Garden Wisley. The Glasshouse has a specially designed Learning Centre – comprising a flexible learning space, a growing lab and its own outdoor ‘Teaching Garden’, which works as a curriculum resource for teachers and children. Features include:

- A fruit and veg area, so children can get actively involved in growing healthy food 
- Compost heaps to demonstrate how integral recycling is within a garden

- Minibeast towers, a pond and a variety of habitats.

- A garden shed with a green roof and reclaimed timber

To book a visit, go to: http://www.rhs.org.uk/Learning/education/schoolvisits.asp
….London City Farms, across the capital

The new London City Farms map is officially launched this month, so schools can identify their nearest farm to visit! Look out for the map which is being sent out to all London Schools and will be available at our first London Sustainable Schools Forum workshop. 
You can download a City Farms poster at: http://www.gos.gov.uk/497417/docs/199952/248795/Londoncityfarms.pdf
	


Inspirational Quote:
‘Today's problems cannot be solved if we still think the way we thought when we created them‘  -  Albert Einstein
	


Contact Details

We would love to hear from you. Please contact sustainableschools@gol.gsi.gov.uk stating ‘E-Bulletin suggestions’ in the subject line or telephone 0207 217 3179 if you have any comments, suggestions or contributions you would like to make for future E-Bulletins.
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Application for delegate place

London Sustainable Schools Forum Workshop 1 – Food and Drink, Purchasing and Waste

10am – 3.30pm, Wednesday, 3rd October, Westminster Council House

	Name of applicant


	

	School name / Organisation name / Borough


	

	Job title


	

	Contact email address


	

	Contact telephone number


	

	Contact Address


	

	Additional applicant name 


	

	Job title


	

	Contact email address


	

	Contact telephone number

(if different from above)
	


The morning session will run from 10am-12.45pm. The afternoon session will run from 1.30-3.30pm.

Please tick one of the following boxes:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I would like to attend the morning session ONLY 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I would like to attend the morning AND an afternoon breakout session
If you answered yes to the morning AND afternoon breakout session, please indicate which one afternoon breakout session you would like to attend (please tick):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Breakout 1 – Delivering Sustainable Food Education
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Breakout 2 – Managing Waste and Recycling
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Breakout 3 – Sustainability for School Improvement – the S3 tool
If you are unable to attend this Workshop, please tick if you would like to receive a copy of the Workshop report (reports will be sent to all delegates following the event): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
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	Workshop 1 – Food and Drink, Purchasing and Waste
Wednesday, 3rd October, Westminster Council House


	Time
	Session

	9.30am
	Delegate sign-in/registration

	10am
	Plenary - Keynote speakers

· Opening and Welcome to the Forum – Helen Adams, Forum Chair and Deputy Head of Argyle School, Camden 

· Case Study Guide launch and education for sustainable living – Ann Finlayson, Commissioner for Education, Sustainable Development Commission 

· The Year of Food and Farming – Tony Cooke, Programme Director 

· Sustainable Schools in Westminster - TBC


	11.15am
	Teas/Coffees

	11.40am


	Plenary – Keynote speakers

· An introduction to the Food and Drink, Purchasing and Waste Doorways  – Dr Jake Reynolds, Senior Advisor on Sustainable Development, Department for Children, Schools and Families 
· School Presentations –

‘A Whole School Approach’ – Karl Bardouille, Godwin Junior School 

        Second school presentation TBC 
· The long term vision: what would your sustainable school look like in 10 years’ time?  - All delegates



	12.45pm
	Lunch

	1.30pm


	Breakout sessions 

 - ‘Delivering Sustainable Food Education’ – Sandra Escorse and Lucie Daleki,   

  Regional School Food and Health Advisors, Regional Public Health Group
 - ‘Managing Waste and Recycling’ – Damien Morris, Wastewatch

 - ‘Sustainability for School Improvement  – the S3 tool’ – Ben Hren, WWF



	2.30pm
	Teas/coffees

	2.45pm


	·   -     Feedback from Breakout Sessions  
· The short-term goals – first steps – what will you do, when, who will help you to achieve this?  - All delegates



	3.30pm
	Close





Please return your completed form by email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:sustainableschools@gol.gsi.gov.uk" ��sustainableschools@gol.gsi.gov.uk� or by fax to 020 7217 3477 as early as possible to apply for your place.











