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A great day down at the farm… 
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As part of London Sustainability Weeks 2007, teachers, heads, parents, governors and students from 30 Hackney schools gathered last Monday at Hackney City Farm to learn from Hackney pupils and members of HEEN (Hackney Environmental Education Network) how to become sustainable schools. In total, 100 people attended the ‘inaugural’ HEEN event – a great response!  

The day also featured the launch of Hackney’s very own Sustainable Schools Toolkit, a resource pack produced by Rob Sambrooks of The Learning Trust full of ideas of things schools can do, and available to teachers who want to make their schools more sustainable.

We were joined by Janet Dallas from the DfES, who outlined the Government’s Sustainable Schools strategy before handing over to the young people of Hackney, who showed us how they are already making a difference in their schools. There were presentations from Sir Thomas Abney Primary School, Hackney Free & Parochial Secondary School and the Petchey Academy who premiered their own film “How to be a sustainable school”.  Mischa Borris responded as the Green Party councillor for Hackney Council.
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Everyone then had the opportunity to join in a range of lively workshops to give them ideas for each of the Sustainable Schools ‘doorway’ themes to take back to school.  De Beauvoir Primary School’s garden club showed us where our food comes from with their “Shelf-life” workshop, Jane from ELCRP taught people how to make wormeries, and LMB Education gave useful ideas for redesigning old clothes as new garments.  Other workshops from local organisations covered recycling, energy efficiency, stone carving, farming, and school travel plans.  The great displays on view included ecoACTIVE’s mobile education unit, Growing Communities’ organic food-growing display and Global Action Plan’s ‘carbon weights’.
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The day closed with the great news that thanks to the hard work and campaigning by Grazebrook Primary School, schools in Hackney will now be getting their energy from a green supplier. 

With global warming and environmental issues in the news every day it was heartening to see all the great work that is already going on in Hackney Schools and all the fantastic things planned.  Everyone involved felt the day was a great success:

One teacher commented – Thank you very much for a fantastic and inspiring afternoon! It was fun to network and meet everyone and get a new lease on life with some great new ideas!

Another said – The resource pack you've produced is fantastic, it makes it so much easier for schools to access the information as you've done all the groundwork - thank you for that!  

And a third reported – I hope that this kind of thing will be repeated so other schools and members of staff can be energized to put ideas into action.
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Organisations and teachers interested in becoming members of HEEN should contact anna.portch@hackney.gov.uk
A pdf of the Sustainable Schools Toolkit is available online at www.learninglive.co.uk/teachers/environmental_edu/ (look under noticeboard section) or email Robert.Sambrooks@learningtrust.co.uk to order your own copy.
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