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GREENLEARNING
Brought to you by the Hackney Environmental Education Network

HEEN meets once a month during
term time to network and share
ideas. Many HEEN members are
education officers for environmental
organisations, or teachers who run
green teams or gardening clubs. We
work together on shared projects like
the recent HEEN teachers training
day at Hackney City Farm. 

Hackney Schools 
become more sustainable 
As of Monday 11 June 2007, 
local teachers and students put
sustainability on the curriculum 
at the Hackney Environmental
Education Network’s sustainable
schools event at Hackney City Farm.

At the event, a spokesperson 
from the Government outlined 
their Sustainable Schools strategy,
The Learning Trust and Hackney
Council’s recycling team also
launched their sustainable schools
toolkit, which was produced to 
help all local schools become 
more sustainable.

Rob Sambrooks, The Learning Trust’s
Environmental Study Support Officer
said: “Schools have a key role to
play in setting an example of
sustainability methods, children can

learn best practise from an early 
age and can teach their parents 
how to implement it at home. The
toolkit shows teachers how they can
make a difference and start making
‘sustainable schools’ a reality. It’s
great to see so many schools and
environmental organisations in
Hackney working together.”

Various environmental activities were
run throughout the afternoon by local
environmental groups and Hackney
school’s green teams. Hands on
workshops including ‘how to make a

wormery’, other topics such as
recycling, energy efficiency, stone
carving, farming, and school travel
plans were also covered on the day.  

The Sustainable Schools Toolkit
Resource Pack can be downloaded
from www.learninglive.co.uk/
teachers/environmental_edu/
noticeboard/EnvironmentToolkit.pdf

Contact

For a hard copy of the tool kit email
Robert Sambrooks at
robert.sambrooks@learningtrust.co.uk 

What is HEEN?
HEEN stands for Hackney Environmental Education Network, which is a 
group of local environmental organisations and teachers committed to raising
the profile of education for sustainable development in Hackney schools. 

The Hackney Environmental Education Network is supported by

Sajad Sadiq, a student from Hackney Free and Parochial School gets
involved in the ‘Shelf Life’ workshop at the Sustainable Schools event.
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Anna Portch
Waste and Recycling Education Officer, 
London Borough of Hackney
t: 020 8356 7956
e: anna.portch@hackney.gov.uk 
www.hackney.gov.uk/recycling
Robert Sambrooks 
Environmental Studies Support Officer, 
The Learning Trust
t: 020 8820 7302
e: robert.sambrooks@learningtrust.co.uk 
www.learningtrust.co.uk
Fiona McAllister and Katherine Hayward
Education Officers, 
ecoACTIVE
t: 020 7923 7899
e: education.ecoactive@tiscali.co.uk
www.ecoactive.org.uk
Helen Griffin 
School Travel Plan Team, 
London Borough of Hackney
t: 020 8356 8469
e: helen.griffin@hackney.gov.uk
Anna Smale
Education Officer, 
Abney Park Cemetery Trust
t: 020 7275 7557
e: abney-park@geo2.poptel.org.uk 
www.abney-park.org.uk
Lis Millard
Education Officer, LMB Education
t: 020 7474 2000
e: lis@lmb-education.co.uk 
www.lmb.co.uk
Jane Wilde
Technical and Educational Outreach Officer, East
London Community Recycling Partnership Limited
t: 020 8986 5608
e: jane@elcrp-recycling.com
www.elcrp-recycling.com
Roisin Macdowell
Hackney City Farm 
t: 020 7729 6381
e: rosin@hackneycityfarm.co.uk 
www.hackneycityfarm.co.uk
Lyla Patel
Education Co-ordinator, 
TRAID
t: 020 8733 2591
e: lyla@traid.org.uk 
www.traid.org.uk
Jasper Singh
Outreach Development Manager, 
West Green Reservoir, 
London Wild life trust
t: 020 7261 0447
e: jsingh@wildlondon.org.uk 
www.wildlondon.org.uk

Useful contacts
A full list of contacts and resources
is available in the toolkit.

Hackney Council’s
recycling team 
are on a mission 
to provide free
recycling facilities 
to all schools in

Hackney. The twist is, instead of
standard recycling banks, schools
can have funky cow print recycling
banks to help encourage recycling.

Students from Gayhurst Primary
School have been busy feeding 
their herd of cows paper, tins and
cans, and plastic bottles, and
having loads of fun in the process.

Izi Glover, a teacher from Gayhurst
Primary School said: "The cow bins
are very popular with our children

and staff. Now we're recycling 
tins and cans as well as plastic
bottles and paper. Every class has
recycling monitors who feed the
cows regularly. The cow bins help 
to teach children about recycling,
and they look fantastic too!”

Students receive sticker books 
to learn all about what kind of
materials the cows like to eat, 
as well as recycling bins for their
class room to transport the recycling
outside to the cow bins. 

Contact

If your school would be interested 
in recycling using the free cow bin
recycling facilities, contact Anna
Portch directly. 

Recycling cows
MOOve into schools 
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The Hackney Environmental Education Network is supported by
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