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London Outdoor Science Project 

What is the project? 
London Outdoor Science , funded by the FSC (Field Studies Council) and supported by the Science Learning Centre London, aims to develop the use of fieldwork in secondary science teaching in London schools by providing practical guidance, training and resources to support teaching in local green spaces, such as parks and commons.
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Initially, London Outdoor Science will work in five London boroughs (Camden, Hackney, Islington, Tower Hamlets and Newham) with results and good practice being disseminated across other London boroughs and the East Midlands in late-2006 and early-2007. The project will also undertake a survey to find out what barriers were encountered that prevented or restricted science fieldwork in local communities. 

December 2005 Update

Results so far from the survey sent out to all secondary schools in the 5 pilot boroughs are showing that very little outdoor work is being completed at KS4 in science presently. This though has meant that many schools have shown a great interest in the project especially as the new science specifications for KS4 want to incorporate more science understanding and less learning of facts. Thus the outdoors is at last being seen by many as a resource that will allow more of this type of learning.

The project has been brought to the attention of Heads of Department not only through mail outs and the ASE newsletter but also through presentations at secondary science cluster meetings in Newham, Tower Hamlets and Hackney. 15 schools have already shown an interest including Acland Burghley, La Sainte Union, Cardinal Pole, Plashet School, Bishop Challoner, Langdon Park Community School and Clapton Girls Technology College. Closely located outdoor sites to these schools have been audited and specific specification activities are being designed so Year 9 pupils at these schools can start the new GCSEs with excitement in May 2006.
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At the start of the month 15 Physics and Chemist PGCE students whom are enrolled on Booster sessions at King’s College London got the opportunity to visit several local urban sites to consider the practical aspect for science teaching that such sites offered. Mile End might not immediately spring to mind when you think about aquatic life studies, plant adaptations due to grazing or lichen studies but these were all practical’s successfully completed during the day within this East London area. 

Contact details:


07738 018768, outdoorscience@field-studies-council.org

Melissa Glackin (London Outdoor Science Project Officer)
Science Learning Centre London 
Institute of Education, University of London, 
20 Bedford Way ,
London
WC1H 0AL

www.field-studies-council.org/outdoorscience/
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