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TEXTILE RECYCLING for AID and INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Recycling Education Programme

TRAID is a recycling charity dedicated to promoting recycling to young audiences in interesting and innovative ways.  We have recently introduced an education programme that includes an assembly about recycling aimed towards primary school students and a workshop on the customisation of clothing that can be tailored to all audiences.  Both the assembly and workshop are supplemented by information packs full of ideas and suggestions for follow-up activities centred on the subject of textile recycling.  All of the information and activities provided correspond with the Science, Geography, Design & Technology and Art & Design programmes of study within the National Curriculum.  

Recycling Assembly

The objective of TRAID’s Recycling Assembly is to encourage students to recycle and reuse clothing and other items.  It includes a definition of the terms ‘reuse’ and ‘recycle’, background information about what can and cannot be reused or recycled, and a discussion about the importance of recycling.  The Assembly then begins to focus on TRAID as a textile recycling charity.  A discussion of how clothing can be reused or recycled, what happens to clothes that go into textile recycling banks, and an explanation on how clothes can be customised follows.  The Assembly is highlighted by a fashion show with teachers and students modelling customised clothes from the TRAID Remade label.  The Assembly is very interactive and encourages student participation through the use of volunteers, a recycling game and a fashion show, which serves as a conclusion.

Customisation Workshop

The objective of TRAID’s Customisation Workshop is to encourage students to be more conscious of the greater effects of the fashion industry and to reuse and recycle their clothing in a creative way.  It includes an overview of TRAID as a recycling charity, group discussions about global issues, the students’ attitudes towards recycling, second-hand clothing and the ethics fashion industry and the presentation of pieces of customised clothing from the TRAID Remade label.  A TRAID customiser explains how specific pieces of clothing were made and demonstrates the process of customisation to the students.  Students are then given the opportunity to brainstorm, plan and begin work on their own piece of customised clothing.  The conclusion of the workshop allows students to share their ideas and their work so far and allows the TRAID customiser to answer questions and offer guidance to students.  Workshops can be tailored to a class’s specific interest and can be a half-day or a full day in length.

For more information about TRAID and its Recycling Education Programme, please contact:
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