Bank of Ideas

Our Friends and Other Animals

OUR FRIENDS AND OTHER ANIMALS

Personal, social and emotional development

To think about family, friends and other people who are important to us

To think about ways of caring for others, to show care and concern for others:

· Discussion – what makes a good friend?  What do friends do?  What can we do for our friends?

· Circle time – I help my friend by……………

My friend helps me by……………

I like my friend because…………

My friend likes me because…………

· Books and stories, e.g.

Rupa the Elephant

Elmer

The Rainbow Fish

The Cross-with-us Rhinoceros

Handa’s Surprise

Will you be my friend?

Mr Gumpy’s Outing

The Bad-tempered Ladybird

Dear Zoo

Alex and Roy

The Little Red Hen

· Drawing pictures of our circle of friends

To raise self-esteem and develop a positive self image:

· ‘I can’ pictures based on things children can do to help others

To develop a sense of self as a member of different communities – family, school, wider environment

To think about people who help us:

· Make individual pictures/little books about people who help us at home

· Make a class book about people who help us at school

· Take photographs of people around the school who help us

· Make a class book about people who help us in the wider environment – go on a local walk and take photographs

· Invite people in from other parts of the school (e.g. the kitchen) and from the community (e.g. lollipop man)

· Involve careers – e.g. send home a sheet to be completed with the child’s family re. ‘someone who helped me this week’, ‘something I did this week to help someone else’

To think about what is right, what is wrong and why

To think about the consequences of our words and actions:

· The Bad-tempered Ladybird

· Snake Supper – exploring the notion of ‘Serves you right!’

· Thinking about endangered species

· Thinking about animals in captivity

· ‘Oi, Get Off our Train’

Caring for pets

· Information books

· Talking about own pets

· Bringing in an animal to school

OUR FRIENDS AND OTHER ANIMALS

Communication, language and literacy

To develop confidence in the use of language

To listen to what others have to say

To take turns in conversation

· Circle time and discussion – see notes on personal, social and emotional development

· Language games, e.g. ‘Give us a clue’ – guess the animal; ‘Guess who’ – describe a friend

· ‘Animals’ display – pictures, books and small world toys

To use language as part of imaginative role play:

· Role play situations based on people who help us, e.g. hospital, post office, shop, café etc.

· Pet shop

· Small world toys – dolls house and family

Animals

· Animal role play (including acting out stories)

To extend vocabulary

· Names of animals

· Descriptive language

· Making up their own words (e.g. using ‘Polar Bear, Polar Bear’, think up ways to describe different sounds)

· Ways of describing different movements (‘Just Like Me’)

To encourage enjoyment of/pleasure in books

To develop familiarity with a simple text

To retell a story in their own words, in their preferred language

To develop the use of book language:

· Display of related story books

· Large and small group sessions and sharing books on a one-to-one basis (see attached list of examples of suggested books)

· Magnet board story props

· Small world props

· Making own props

· Puppets

· Making individual books e.g. lift-the-flap books based on ‘Dear Zoo’

· Making class books based on a familiar text but using children’s own versions

To enjoy an increasing range of books

To know that books come in a range of languages

To know that information can be retrieved from books:

· Use information books to find out more about animals, answer children’s questions etc.

· Display books in a range of languages

To enjoy listening to poems and rhymes

To join in with poems and rhymes:

· See attached list of related poems and rhymes

· Send home copies of related poems and rhymes

· Make props for ‘The Bear came over the mountain’

To develop an awareness of rhyme:

· Stories with rhyming texts

· Rhymes

· Making up own e.g. ‘a dog on a log’

‘a cat on a mat’ etc.

· ‘Willaby Wallaby’ elephant rhyming game

To develop an awareness of initial sounds:

· ‘Terrible, Terrible Tiger’

· ‘Snake Supper’

· Using animal alphabet books

· Making own animal alphabet book

· Computer – Amazing Dictionary

To begin to focus on print:

· Display related to a familiar story with appropriate captions

· Focussing on details in a simple text e.g. ‘Care’ signs on packages in Dear Zoo, the sounds the animals make in Snake Supper etc.

· Labels on picture display of animals and for animal photos

· Seeing own talk written down – adult scribing animal names, captions etc. to children’s drawings, in individual books etc.

· Captions with small worlds toys (e.g. names of animals for sorting)

To write as part of play

To make marks to represent meaning

· Writing as part of role play (post office, police, café, pet shop etc.)

· Adult-led writing activities (e.g. speech bubbles)

OUR FRIENDS AND OTHER ANIMALS

Mathematical development

Number

To count accurately in one-to-one correspondence

To recognise, name and write numerals:

· Animal number rhymes (see attached list)

· Props for number rhymes (e.g. frogs)

· Animal counting books

· Making own animal number frieze

· The Very Hungry Caterpillar

· Handa’s Surprise

· 1 Hunter

· The in the bed

· Printing with animal stamps – making little animal number books

To use ordinal numbers:

· Snake Supper – who was the first to be eaten? The second?

· Who Sank the Boat? – who was the first in the boat? The second? Etc.

· Ten in the bed

To use number for simple operations:

· Number rhymes – how many left?

· How many did he eat? How many are let?

· Two elephants, two lions – how many animals?

· Who’s got the most? Etc.

Sorting and matching

· Sorting small world animals and animal pictures/postcards e.g. zoo/farm, land/sea, two legs/four legs, can/can’t fly etc.

· Piky magnetic animal tiles

· Animal lotto

Colour

· ‘Brown Bear, Brown Bear’

· ‘The Bear came over the Mountain’ – colour game/props

· ‘What did I see?’ rhyme

Shape

· Flexo – using shaped pieces to make animals

· Drawing around 2D shapes to make animal pictures

· Snake Supper – animal shapes

· Drawing around objects and matching object to outline

Symmetry

· Butterflies and butterfly prints

· Looking at symmetry in nature

Size, comparison, measurement

· Big and small animals

· Dear Zoo – too big, too tall etc.

· Graded animal puzzles

· Linking elephants and compare bears

· Using the balance to find the heaviest animal – link to ‘Who Sank the Boat?’ and ‘Mr Gumpy’s Outing’

Pattern

· Looking at patterns on animals

· Copying patterns from model animals (snakes, frogs, lizards, fish, crabs)

· Making up own patterns e.g. on snake-shaped paper

· ‘My mum and dad make me laugh’

Positional language

· Using pictures/books – where is the snake? Etc.

· Using small world toys

OUR FRIENDS AND OTHER ANIMALS

Knowledge and understanding of the world

To recognise the difference between living and non-living things

To find out about life cycles e.g. The Very Hungry Caterpillar

To find out about animals’ habitats, eating habits; to find out about other countries and climates – use appropriate story books as well as information books

To visit a farm

To investigate colour and camouflage

To make use of senses e.g. textures (making feely collages)

To develop observational skills – making close observations of model animals

To experiment with sinking and floating – link to ‘Who Sank the Boat?’ and ‘Mr Gumpy’s Outing’

To experiment with footprints – animal’s footprints in paint, wet and dry sand, dough, clay etc.

Technology:

· Making caterpillars using split-pins

· Snake puppets

· Animal masks

· Hinges/folds – ‘Dear Zoo’ flaps etc.

· Junk modelling – animal homes and props for ‘Pet Shop’

· Making own animal puzzles

· Woodwork

Cooking

· Animal biscuits

Computer

· Amazing Dictionary

· What’s that noise?

To show an interest in the world they live in:

· People who help us

· Animals in the local environment

· Animals from home

To develop an awareness of past and present:

· Who helped you when you were small? – near past

· Prehistoric animals, fossils etc. – distant past
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Physical Development

To develop fine motor skills

· Animal threading

· Animal puzzles

· Drawing around and cutting out animal shapes

· Making own puzzles (drawing and cutting)

· Drawing patterns on shaped paper

· Using malleable materials to make animals

· Printing

· Using animal templates and stencils

· ‘Join the dots’ chalking in the playground

To move in a variety of ways – based movement on animal movements

· Slithering, shuffling, rolling, crawling, jumping, hopping, running etc.

· ‘Just Like Me’ book

· Animal movement rhymes, e.g. ‘Walking through the jungle’

       ‘Can you hop like a rabbit?’

· Book – ‘From Head to Toe’

To develop an awareness of space:

· Using the hall for movement sessions

OUR FRIENDS AND OTHER ANIMALS

Creative development

Creative art

To explore colour, texture, shape, form and space in two and three dimensions

To gain experience of a range of techniques and materials:

· Camouflage pictures – exploring colour

· Butterfly prints (The Very Hungry Caterpillar)

· Painting with animal sponges

· Using animal templates

· Making animal collages

· ‘Brown Bear’ painting and collage (combining media)

· Painting pictures for wall display

· Making feely snakes

· Making animal masks

· Cage/flap pictures (Dear Zoo)

· Animal footprints in paint

· Modelling with clay, plasticine, dough, easyform, woodyform

· The Three Little Pigs

Looking at the work of artists from different times, cultures, countries

· Pictures, posters

· Art books

· ‘Animals in Art’ frieze

Music

· Listening to related music (e.g. Carnival of the Animals)

· Using instruments to make animal sounds

· Songs and rhymes about animals

Imaginative play

· Acting out animal stories

· Role play related to people who help us – post office, hospital, shop etc.

· Pet shop

OUR FRIENDS AND OTHER ANIMALS

Books and stories

	Snake Supper
	Going on a Lion Hunt

	Dear Zoo
	From Head to Toe

	The Very Hungry Caterpillar
	Finish the Story, Dad

	The Cross-with-us Rhinoceros
	Alex and Roy

	Handa’s Surprise
	Through my Window

	Just Like Me
	So Much

	Brown Bear, Brown Bear
	My Mum and Dad make me laugh

	Polar Bear, Polar Bear 
	

	There’s Something in the Letterbox
	

	Aaah said Stork
	

	Terrible, Terrible Tiger
	

	Elmer
	

	Rupa the Elephant
	

	The Shopping Basket
	

	Will You be my Friend
	

	Pardon said the Giraffe
	

	The Bad-Tempered Ladybird
	

	The Great Knitting Needle Hunt
	

	Daniel and the Coconut Cakes
	

	Walking Through the Jungle
	

	Mr. Gumpy’s Outing
	

	Mr. Gumpy’s Motorcar
	

	Who Sank the Boat?
	

	Who will be my mother?
	

	I am a Frog
	

	Rumble in the Jungle
	

	Hairy McClary
	

	Mrs Wishy Washy
	

	The Three Little Pigs
	

	The Little Red Hen
	

	Farmer Duck
	

	“Quack” said the Billy Goat
	

	Billy Goats Gruff
	

	Oy, Get off the Train
	

	Hot Hippo
	

	Rosie’s Walk
	

	Owl Babies
	

	Going on a Bear Hunt
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Rhymes and poems

Down in the jungle

Here is an ostrich

The snake in the grass goes…

I went for a walk in the park one day

An elephant goes like this and that

Old MacDonald

Being swallowed by a boa constrictor

Down on the Farm

Snap, Snap, Snap

Incey Wincey Spider

Horsey, horsey, don’t you stop

2 little dicky birds

Brown bear, brown bear

There’s a big eyed owl

I was walking in the jungle

Noah’s Ark

Can you hop like a rabbit?

Number rhymes

5 little speckled frogs

Alice the Camel

There were 3 little frogs

5 little ducks

5 little monkeys walked along the shore

3 little monkeys swinging in the trees

5 little monkeys bouncing on the bed

1 elephant went out to play

5 little mice

1 little monkey on a chair

Here is a beehive

