LEARNING TO LIVE …… LIVING TO LEARN

The Child in the Foundation Stage

How should I be taught in the Foundation Stage?

As a child I need someone who will empower and nurture me by:

· Finding out about me from my family, and telling my family about me.

· Providing a Daily Routine within which I can feel happy and secure.

· Arranging the rooms I play in so I can reach everything that I need.

· Providing time for me to choose for myself, make mistakes, and have fun while I learn.

· Helping me when I need help, challenging me to think, and supporting me when I get things wrong.

· Planning new things for me to learn, which make me think, and which I will be able to do.

· Giving me time and space to be me.

· Making sure that my next teacher knows about me, and will continue to give me what I need.

· Trusting me
How should my learning be assessed?

As a child I need someone:

· To know and understand me.

· To respect what I feel.

· To value what I know.

· To appreciate and build on my previous experience.

So that you know how to support and develop my learning.

This can only be achieved by:

· Observing what I do.

· Listening and talking to me.

· Sharing with my family, carers and those who know me.

TESTING WILL NOT SHOW THE REAL ME!

What sort of practitioner do I need to teach me?

As a child I need adults who:

· Understand what it is like to be 3, 4 & 5.

· Know that I am complex and unique.

· Have a child development knowledge that can meet my learning needs.

· Are responsive and flexible as they plan for my learning.

· Work sensitively alongside me, teaching me what I need, when I need it, because they know I want to learn.

· Have the skill to work together to keep alive my curiosity and love of learning so that I can do it for the rest of my life.

· Never stop learning how to do their job better.

I will always need this but it is especially important until I am 6.

