Effective Reception Class Practice
The following outline of effective reception class practice and suggested planning formats are the recommendations of a working party consisting of

Early Years Consultants, Primary Strategy Consultants, Foundation Stage Advanced Skills Teachers and Foundation Stage Co-ordinators.
The working party would welcome feedback on this view of effective practice and planning and to hear of practice and planning formats which you use and think are effective.
Please send your responses to: Dr Elizabeth Burn, Early Years and Primary Strategy Manager, The Learning Trust, 1 Reading Lane, London E8 1GQ.
Introduction –Effective Reception Class Practice
1. What do you expect to see in a Reception Class?

· Open access to outside

· Mark making area-alphabet frieze, word bank, children’s names plus resources

· Creative workshop to include design and making

· Role play

· Exploratory play to include sand and water, tactile activities, science

· Book area-comfy, cushions, etc plus props 2D and 3D, good selection of books

· Small world

· Construction including community blocks

· Maths area (although opportunities for maths will be everywhere else too)

· ICT Music and movement

2. What should happen during the day?

· Parents bring their children to the classroom. They are able to talk to an adult and take child to activity/carpet to settle or they might share books. Parents collect children from classroom at end of day and again are able to talk to an adult.

· Children come together 3-4 times a day. This might include registration, story telling, phonics- but for no more than 15 minutes at a time.

· These group times involve direct teaching but do not need to be whole class eg phonics might only be appropriate for half the class.

· Every child does at least three adult focused activities per week plus three large group/ whole class sessions per day. Over arching learning intentions for week for supporting adults.

· Staff spend time observing children and interpreting observations.

· All members of staff are paid to attend weekly planning meetings.
3. How could these things be organised during the day?

· The organisation should provide maximum opportunities for continuous periods of child initiated learning and enable adult led activities to occur through the day.
Below is an example of a reception class day (times will vary according to the school context and the needs of the cohort)

Sample plan of reception class day (times may vary according to individual schools and the needs of the cohort)

9.00

Children arrive, self register and select from inside provision, staff available to greet children and parents (aid separation, discuss any relevant information)

9.30

Outdoor area opened children choose where they want to play

Focus activity started (in/out as planned)

9.30 – 10.30

Drinks and fruit available for children to have when they choose

11.00

Tidy up time in and out-children fully involved

11.20

Whole class group time

Phonics focus (rhymes and games)

11.40

Preparation for lunch (hand washing, toilet etc.)

Children look at books individually

11.50

Lunch (Practitioners to have 10 minutes to settle children for lunch)

1.00

Whole class group time  

Maths focus

1.20

Outdoor/indoor provision

Focus activity started

1.45-2.30

Drinks and fruit available to the children to have when they choose

2.30

Tidy up time

2.50-3.15

Whole class group time

Review of the day and story

Home time – greet parents

If there is no access from the classroom to a secure outdoor learning environment you could provide some outdoor opportunities by
· Having storage crates for resources (you can get crates on wheels) to take outside or
· Having an outdoor storage shed and
· Using the playground at different times from other children

Points relating to the organisation of the day

· Children have opportunities to select when they arrive at the beginning of the session. (registration is important but should be done in a way that involves children and doesn’t disturb their learning)

· Children have access to outdoor play for most of the session every day

· Children can pursue their own interests by moving freely between areas of provision and from indoors to out and back again

· The tidy up process is valued and given time for children to be fully involved

· Children need opportunities for uninterrupted play. Reception class practitioners should consider the routine of the day to minimise interruptions and allow children time to complete activities. This may have implications for whole school timetabling (e.g. assembly, PE, playtime)

· Where possible group times should be split. Young children need opportunities to join in and be active in their learning; their needs can be more specifically targeted in small group situations.

(These points have been adapted from LEARN: Focus on Planning 2002)
Under pinning principles to remember when you are planning for reception 
“If there is a stimulating environment, young children’s learning will be enhanced. Children should be able to use available resources to explore at their own pace…well-organised resources that are easily accessible encourage children to make choices and explore. This also allows practitioners to work alongside children, to value what they are doing and to interact appropriately to support development and learning rather than simply managing resources.”  QCA-CGFS

 “Well planned play is a Key way in which children learn with enjoyment and challenge during the Foundation Stage”QCA-CGFS

“Practitioners should plan sessions to include adult and child planned activities with uninterrupted time for children to work in depth.”

QCA-CGFS

Definitions of activities that could be taking place during the day

Child Initiated Activities are those that children choose and pursue independently, either individually or in a group.  These may be developed by adults through resources planning but the nature of what happens is decided by the children.  E.g. role play in the home corner, building with large blocks, using the writing area.

Adult Led Activities are those planned for and directed by an adult.  These may include whole class or small group activities led by an adult.  It also includes activities devised by an adult that children are directed to undertake independently.  E.g. phonics activities, parachute and circle games.

Adult Supported Activities are those chosen independently by children but where an adult observes that their support will help to scaffold the child’s learning and move them on.  This intervention may take the form of extending the child’s language through talk, by the adult asking open ended questions to develop the child’s thinking, by modelling appropriate social interactions or by assisting with physical skills. E.g. examining a mini-beast found by a child, playing with children in the home corner, giving assistance with cutting masking tape when a child is making a model.

“Children learn by doing, rather than by being told.  Learning is a shared process and children learn best when, with the support of a knowledgeable and trusted adult, they are actively involved and interested.  Practitioners must therefore ensure a balance of adult-legend freely chosen or child-initiated activities, to be delivered through indoor and outdoor play.  In order to delivery the maximum impact on children’s development, high-quality care, development and learning must work together”.

          Early Years Foundation Stage Consultation Document

Please note that ‘must’ in the EYFS Consultation Document means statutory and ‘should’ means good practice.
