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Thank you to all schools that have registered for the 2003 Hackney Schools 
Music Festival so far. Please remember, if you have not already registered your 
school, you may do so by either contacting Lisa in the HMS office (020 7241 
7408) to obtain registration forms, or by logging on to the HMS website. Access 
can be gained via the Learning Live home page, click on the ‘schools’ icon and then 
onto ‘Music Service’ which is the last item on the drop down menu.  In the  
Music Service web site,  select ‘music festival’ from the menu on the right-hand side, 
where you will find the forms to download. We look forward to hearing from you.          
Please don’t miss out! 

FESTIVAL PROGRAMME 
Tues. July 1st    Infant Singing Day 
Wed. July 2nd    Junior Singing Day 
Thurs. July 3rd  Junior Singing Day 
Fri. July 4th          Special evening event 
Sat. July 5th        CYM / HYO Event 
Tues. July 8th     Secondary Music Day 
Wed. July 9th      Instrumental Day 
Thurs. July 10th Special Project event 
Fri. July 11th     Dance Day 
Sat. July 12th     CYM / HYO Event 
Wed. July 16th   ENO Animalarky  
                    Project 
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Here are some dates that we think you might like to know about… 
 

Feb & March      :  HMS Standards Fund Bid meetings in schools. 
 

28th March        :  HMS lead an ensemble performance at LSO opening launch  
                             week, St Luke’s in Old Street. 
 

14th & 22nd May  :  Primary Music Postholders INSET—’Monitoring & Assessment’  
                             and ‘ICT & the use of computers for teaching music’ at HPDC. 

Dates for your Diary .Dates for your Diary . ..  

The Instrumental Taster Scheme began in earnest in January and has just com-
pleted its first cycle.  

The Scheme will run for two terms over 30 weeks in 5 schools (Thomas Fairchild, 
Orchard, Lauriston, William Patten and Daubeney), and is comprised of a carousel 
of 5 different instruments including violin, cello, brass, bassoon and saxophone. 
The Scheme is targeted at year 4 and involves up to 30 children from each school 
divided into groups of 6 working in half-hour slots of an afternoon once per week; 
each school works with one instrument for 5 weeks before moving onto the next. 

The children are engaged in a range of musical activities including musicianship, 
singing and improvisation as well as learning basic technique and knowledge of the 
instruments themselves. Additionally there is a record of the children’s progress. 
At the end of the scheme the children will have the opportunity to revisit all the in-
struments one more time, before completing a questionnaire and making an in-
formed choice of which instrument they might like to take up. This is a pilot project 
but we hope to continue the Scheme next year and increase the number of children 
accessing instrumental tuition. We are grateful to participant schools for accommo-
dating this project.  

Congratulations!Congratulations!  
We have recently heard that 
thanks to Kate Shortt and 
Lorraine Bowen, Shacklewell and 
London Fields schools have 
gained excellent reports for music 
during recent OFSTED inspec-
tions.  Well done from us!  If your 
school has a good news story to 
tell, please do let us know so we 
can blow some more trumpets! 



projects / news... 

Repair  SchemRepair  Schem ee  

Competition!Competition!  

Haggerston School has a strong tradition of whole 
school productions. Recent productions have in-
cluded the full scale musical 'Little Shop of Horrors' 
as well as more classic texts of Macbeth and Mar-
low's Faust.  
This year it was time for something a bit different and 
the Greek tragedy 'Antigone' offered a suitable chal-
lenge. We were fortunate to receive some extra fund-
ing from the pilot scheme 'Creative Partnerships'. The 
scheme acknowledges the teacher as an artist and 
seeks to promote creative learning through the setting 
up of partnerships with professional artists and 
schools, with the teacher's vision being at the heart of 
the project. 
The composer David Benke, who has worked regularly 
with 'Opera North', was engaged to write the music. 
The school orchestra was developing well; comprising 
a full string section, plus flutes and clarinets and it was 
decided to bring in 
three LSO players, 
two trumpets and a 
percussionist. Ex-
tra efforts were 
supplied by that 
workhorse of the 
music industry, 
Cubase!  A chorus 
of sixteen girls was 
assembled to pro-
vide the vocal 
backing – often in 
three parts and 
unaccompanied. The effect was stunning! The LSO 
players were full of admiration and praise for the pro-
fessional standards reached by these musicians. 
We wanted to be able to realise the idea of working in 
mixed media and have live action mixed with film. 
Eelyn Lee, a professional filmmaker was bought in to 
achieve this aspect of the production and her artistry 
allowed her to translate the vision of the producer onto 
film, once again the effect was stunning! 
The whole production was rehearsed over a 12 week 
period and involved over 100 students across both 
Key Stages. We performed Antigone at school on 
three evenings and also played to students from two 
local primary schools at the Stratford Circus Theatre. It 
was our most ambitious project to date with so many 
different elements to coordinate, - drama, music, art & 

technology departments, the 
professional artists and the 
different primary schools. 
Some of our Reviews: 
' fantastic ensemble perform-
ance ' - KS2 teacher. 
' Superb …… totally focussed 
' – senior teacher. 
' Wonderful fusion of drama, 
film, live action, music, I.T., 
costumes and effects….a grip-
ping story ' – Haggerston par-
ent. 
'It has inspired me for my end 
of year production' – Jubilee 
Primary. 

Now that the Repair & Maintenance Scheme is over for this 
year, (the closing date for requests was January 31st), I am 
able to give some figures for the programme, which seems to 
have been very well received, and has proved extremely cost-
effective.   

Sixty one schools requested the service.  We were able to 
arrange visits with all these schools with the exception of one.  
The estimated replacement value of instruments repaired so 
far is £115,134.  Actual cost of repairs so far: £10,110.  
The only outstanding items are pianos to be tuned, and the fi-
nal amounts will probably be in excess of £120,000 replace-
ment value, repaired for around just £12,000.   
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the repairers 
involved: 
Richard Beard (once he has been peeled from the floor!) for 
the massive number of general repairs he has done, 
Eric Garson (pianos) 
Robert Bray (strings) 
Dragan Vujovic (brass) 
Mike Edwardes (woodwind) 
Dan Clark (who helped Richard and myself with general re-
pairs). 
Johnson & Jones (amplifiers etc.) 
The programme will continue next academic year, albeit on a 
reduced basis, as we anticipate next years needs will be more 
maintenance than repair oriented.   

On another note, Eric 
has asked me to point 
out that pianos (and 
indeed most musical 
instruments!) hate be-
ing placed next to ra-
diators, so please 
avoid this whenever 
possible.                       
 
             Ollie Crooke Please tell people NOT to do this! 

Antigone ProjectAntigone Project    
by Paul Stevensby Paul Stevens  

Calling all budding designers and artists! 
 
For the covers of this years Infant and Junior 
Singing Day Festival CDs, we would like to 
try something a little different… 
We are holding 2 competitions (1 Infant, 1 
Junior) to design the front cover of the CDs.  
The prizes for the winning schools will be a 
choice between music software, a guitar or 
percussion instruments for use in the class-
room, and will be presented during the Festival in July.  
Please bear in mind that the designs should be framed as 
near as possible to square-shaped, and free of text, leaving 
room for us to superimpose the title of the CD afterwards.  All 
entries need to be submitted to the Music Service by the end 
of May.  The winners will be announced in the next newsletter. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Ollie at the office. 



I n s t r u m e n t a l  s e r v i c e  

Iceberg SlimmIceberg Slimm  

YamahaYamaha——Recorders in ClassRecorders in Class  

Iceberg Slimm (Rap Artist) came to Hackney 
Free & Parochial school on January 24th to per-
form his latest recording to some of our Year 9 pu-
pils. He was greeted with great enthusiasm. Here 
is what one of the pupils had to say: 

“When Iceberg Slimm came 
to our school we thought it 
was good and exciting. We 
liked his latest recording ‘Bad 
Boy’ which is going to be re-
leased soon. When he said 
you should ‘pursue what’s in 
your heart’ we felt that it was 
good and true. It really was 
nice and different for a school 
lesson”.         Dallyn Bailey 9F 

GCSE at OceaGCSE at Oceann  
Pupils from Clapton Girls Technology College, 

Hackney Free & Parochial and Cardinal Pole 
schools are now enjoying the benefits of after-
school sessions of computer based music compo-
sition at Ocean as part of Rising Tide’s Education 
Programme. The pupils are able to work on their 
own GCSE compositions with a little help from the 
resident tutors. One of the main aims of the course 
is to link pupils out of schools music activities with 
their schools music, and to show them that the gap 
need not be so great! Hopefully this should lead to 
even better GCSE music results next year. 

Yamaha have recently produced a new curriculum resource book 
‘Recorders in Class’ designed to assist schools to meet the require-
ments of the National Curriculum at KS2 through the use of the re-
corder. The book is geared towards the non-specialist teacher re-
sponsible for curriculum and offers the opportunity to deliver the 
curriculum through instrumental music. It is colourful, well pre-
sented, covers a range of music styles and comes with an accom-
panying CD and photocopiable pages for use with children.  
Heather Harding (Orchard school), and Pam Davies (Thomas Fair-
child school) are currently piloting the book and will let us know 
how effective it has been for them. If you wish to know more, or are 
interested in buying the book, please register your interest with 
James Thomas. (020 7241 7407). 

‘Parade’ ‘Parade’ -- LSO & Hackney Music Service LSO & Hackney Music Service  
Following the success of this project last year culminating in a 

vibrant and exciting performance at the Music Festival Instrumen-
tal Day, we have been invited to perform the piece again as part 
of the Launch week of the LSO’s new education base at St. 
Luke’s. The score will be slightly reworked with two school groups 
(Northwold Primary & Stoke Newington) contributing to the crea-
tive elements of the performance. This time however, the youth 
orchestra is drawn from Hackney secondary schools – 
Haggerston, Hackney Free & Parochial, Cardinal Pole and Stoke 
Newington. There will be a series of creative music workshops 
and orchestral rehearsals leading up to the performance on 28th 
March at 4pm. 

The Music Service is running a number of after school Ensembles & music making activities from 4-5pm open to KS2 chil-
dren from Hackney schools. The sessions are run by professional musicians and tutors and cost £1 per session (£10 per 
term). The Ensembles provide an opportunity for children to engage in extension activities to develop a range of music, com-
munication and social skills, and offers performance opportunities through the Instrumental Day and other events. Our current 
ensembles are as follows: Orchestral (Sir Thomas Abney), Recorder Choir (Whitmore), Samba Band (Rushmore), Orchestral 
(Gayhurst – starting summer term ’03), and we hope to establish a further Samba Band also in the summer term. These activi-
ties are targeted at KS2 children who have been learning or who have recently started having lessons on an instrument – if 
they know 3 notes or open strings and have an instrument we can accommodate them. The Samba Band is open access 
for KS2 who have no previous music skills. 

Parents must complete an application form on behalf of their children and make arrangement for prompt arrival and collec-
tion of children at these sessions. We do operate a remissions policy for those on free school meals. Schools and parents can 
contact James Thomas at the Music Service for further details and application forms. 

Exciting New Opportunities for Music MakingExciting New Opportunities for Music Making  

S e c o n d a r y  n e w s . . .  

Rediscovering Composing Rediscovering Composing —— LSO Discovery LSO Discovery  
LSO Discovery event for Secondary School Music Teachers. 
 
Saturday 5th April, 10.30am—5pm & Sunday 6th April, 10.30am—4pm. 
LSO St Luke’s, the UBS & LSO Music Education Centre, 161 Old St, EC1  
 

Secondary school music teachers are invited to a special weekend with 
composer George Benjamin as part of the London Symphony Orchestra’s 
series celebrating the music of this leading British composer. 

The weekend will be a practical exploration of 20th century composi-
tional techniques that can be used by pupils in the classroom to create 
original and exciting compositions. It will be an inspiring refresher course 
for those who are interested in stretching the boundaries of their class-
room composition. The weekend is also an opportunity to work closely 
with George Benjamin, Richard McNicol and musicians from the LSO to 
create an entirely new piece of music. 

 

Cost: £70+VAT for the weekend (including lunch). 
Places must be booked in advance. Call LSO Discovery on 020 7588 
1116 or email discovery@lso.co.uk. 

LSO Discovery events for schoolsLSO Discovery events for schools  
In an ongoing programme of concerts for schools, LSO Discovery (the 
education outreach programme of the London Symphony Orchestra) will 
be presenting the following concerts in the Summer Term: 
 
The Magic Greenhouse -concerts in your school for Foundation Stage. 
Mother Goose Stories - concerts at the Barbican for KS1 - Friday 20th 
June, 10.45am or 12.15pm. 
In Disguise - concerts at the Barbican for KS2 - Wednesday 18th June, 
10.45am or 12.30pm. 
Make Music Live! - a festival of music-making for KS2 - Tuesday 1st July 
or Wednesday 2nd July. 
 
Full details will be mailed to schools directly. For further information, call 
Jessica Padden on 020 7490 4686.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICEBOARD 
Hackney Music Service Hackney Professional Development Centre, Queensbridge Building, Albion Drive, London E8 4ET.  
T: 020 7241 7408/7409 F: 020 7241 7437  EMAIL: adminmusic@learninglive.co.uk 

HHHave you got news for us???ave you got news for us???ave you got news for us???….….….   Send us your 
news, notices  or any music related articles to Lisa Davies 
either by email (Lisa.Davies@learningtrust.co.uk) or fax 
(020 7241 7437). The next  Hackney Music Service News-
letter will be published in June 2003.  

 

 

 

Drumming WorkshopDrumming Workshopss  
Congratulations to Steve Bewes and his 
drumming pupils at Tyssen School. Many 
of you will know Steve from the Dance Fes-
tival and working in schools with Dorinia 
Harley teaching African Drumming. 
Since January, Steve has been teaching 
drumming at Tyssen School and such is 
the success of this group that the school 
have decided to buy 15 drums of their own!  
The children are fast becoming master 
drummers as was evident when they 
brought the house down at their recent 
Christmas performance. If your school 
would be interested in having drumming 
and percussion as part of your in-school or 
after school activities, please contact 
James Thomas at the Music Service. 

Gospel Choir at Baden PowelGospel Choir at Baden Powelll  
On Friday afternoons after school, Baden Powell is currently filled with the 
sound of Gospel Singing.  This is a new venture involving adults as well as 
children from the school community. Workshops are led by Glen Smiley and 
Adrian McKenzie from Performance Arts Workshops, who specialise in Gos-
pel music.  This project is jointly supported by the Hackney Music Service and 
Out of School Hours Learning using New Opportunities Funding.  An increas-
ing number of schools are beginning to use N.O.F. for  extra-curricular music, 

dance and art initia-
tives.  For more infor-
mation about N.O.F. & 
schools eligible for this 
funding contact Sue 
Matthews or Baronie 
Brain on: 020 8356 
7448.  The Music Ser-

vice may be able to recommend, or help find you, a suitable tutor for clubs run 
before and after school.  Call the HMS office on: 020 7241 7408/9. 

Kingsland Youth ChoiKingsland Youth Choirr  St. Peter’s Church, Northchurch 
Terrace, London N1 4ES 

 

 Looking for a Music Teacher?Looking for a Music Teacher?  
Hannah Marshall, trained at the Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama.  She is a Cellist, Composer and Performer who also has 
considerable teaching experience.  Currently, she teaches general 
musicianship on Saturday mornings at the Hackney Centre for 
Young Musicians.  She is interested in either project work or class 
teaching and is currently available to schools for one or two days a 
week.  Hannah can be contacted on Tel: 020 7281 7758 or email:  
hannah.marshall5@virgin.net . 
Uchenna Ngwe, graduated from Trinity College of Music with 
BMus (Hons). She has taught in Westminster and Hackney primary 
schools and is looking either to cover another post temporarily or 
for a permanent post and is available for the summer term.  
Uchenna can be contacted on Tel: 07956 995798 or email:  
uchennangwe@hotmail.com. 

Are you looking for musicians to Are you looking for musicians to 
come and perform at your come and perform at your 

school?school?  

The following groups come highly recom-
mended to us: 
‘Molly and the Owl’ is a jazz piece for young 
children (KS2) It uses spoken story combined with 
excerpts of jazz to introduce children to the basic 
element of the music. It is performed by a narrator 
and 5 musicians.   

Performance time approx. 40 mins.  
(Times can be flexible to meet school 
needs). Follow up workshops can also be 
provided if required. No special require-
ments needed – just a performance space 
and an idea of audience size. Cost: In the 
region of £360. 
 
‘The Flautadors ‘ Recorder ensemble. 
This remarkable group of musicians give workshops and perform-
ances in both primary and secondary schools. They have much ex-
perience of school performance, and have a noteworthy track re-
cord.   
Cost: negotiated for schools individual requirements. Catch them 
performing at The Purcell Room on Wed 9th April at 7.30 pm. 
 

For further information, please contact Annie Cartwright at the HMS office. THE HACKNEY MUSIC SERVICE TEAM: 
Annie Cartwright: Consultant to the Standards Fund 
Rita Cottridge, Chris Taylor:   Music Organisers   
(Job share Primary/ Secondary) 
James Thomas:   Head of Instrumental Services 
Ollie Crooke:   ICT Consultant  
Richard Beard:   ICT Support  
Lisa Davies:   Administration 

 

Post of Assistant Music Director 
Community music project requires Assistant Music Director to work alongside the pro-
ject’s Musical Director, running singing and general music groups for children aged 
5 – 18 in three age groups.  Sessions take place in central Hackney on Tuesdays, 
from 4pm – 7pm during term time. Singing and excellent musicianship are essential; 
other skills (keyboard, guitar or other instruments) are desirable but negotiable.  An 
enthusiasm for involving children and young people in music making is essential.  
Kingsland Youth Choir aims to work with mixed ability children in a diverse inner-city 
community. For more details, please contact Ann Flett at Kingsland Youth Choir on: 
020 7254 7036.  Pay £20.00 per hour. 
 

KINGSLAND YOUTH CHOIR  Space for New Members! 
KYC operates after school on Tuesdays, running choirs for children at infant, junior 
and secondary schools in Hackney.  It is open to all local children and young people 
and there are no auditions or selection procedures.  There is a weekly subscription of 
50p per children with a maximum of £1.00 per family.  Members represent a broad 
mixture of social and racial groups and we sing a repertoire of traditional and popular 
songs. This work is often extended to include activities with instruments.  In addition, 
a drumming club, run by Atsu Awoonor, is offered on Fridays at 6.00pm, for children 
aged 7 years and above.  For more information contact Ann Flett on: 020 7254 7036.  


