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LEVEL 1 

 (Early Years and Reception)

Pupils recognise and explore how sounds can be made and changed

Demonstrated when pupils:

· Use their voice in different ways such as speaking, singing and chanting

· Perform with awareness of others

· Repeat short rhythmic and melodic patterns

· Create and choose sounds in response to given starting points

· Respond to different moods in music

· Recognise well defined changes in sounds

· Identify simple repeated patterns and take account of musical instructions

LEVEL 2

 (Years 1 and 2)

Pupils recognise and explore how sounds can be organised

Demonstrated when pupils:

· Sing with a sense of the shape of the melody

· Perform simple patterns and accompaniments keeping to a steady pulse

· Choose carefully and order sounds within simple 

structures such as beginning, middle and end

· Represent sounds with symbols

· Recognise how the musical elements can be used to create different moods and effects

· Improve their own work

LEVEL 3

 (years 3 and 4)

Pupils recognise and explore how sounds can be combined and used expressively

Demonstrated when pupils:

· Sing in tune with expression

· Perform rhythmically simple parts that use a limited range of notes

· Improvise repeated patterns

· Combine several layers of sound with awareness of the combined effect

· Recognise how the musical elements are combined and used expressively

· Make improvements to their work, commenting on the intended effect

LEVEL 4

 (Years 5 and 6)

Pupils identify and explore the relationship between sounds and how music reflects different intentions

Demonstrated when pupils:

· Perform by ear and from simple notations maintaining their own part with awareness of how the different parts fit together and the need to achieve an overall effect

· Improvise melodic and rhythmic phrases as part of a group performance

· Compose by developing ideas within musical structures

· Describe, compare and evaluate different kinds of music using an appropriate musical vocabulary

· Suggest improvements to their own and other’s work, commenting on how intentions have been achieved. 
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