How to Use Support Staff Effectively 

from Down’s Syndrome Association Education Support Pack for Schools

· Teaching assistants should never be asked to take responsibility for teaching new skills without appropriate training and support

· They should encourage cooperative learning and the involvement of more able peers to provide good role models

· They should act as a bridge between the child and the mainstream curriculum, rather than provide very different work

· Children with Down’s Syndrome should spend most of their time with typically developing peers of a similar age

· They should set high expectations and refuse to accept immature or silly behaviour. To overcome memory problems, they should remind the child of school and class rules regularly

· They should give the child opportunities to interact without close adult supervision to facilitate the formation of friendships

· They should encourage other children to befriend and support the disabled student, trusting them and sharing responsibility with them for the student’s welfare 

· The child should have the opportunity to take part in the whole range of school activities.

· They need to allow children to make mistakes and then try to solve their own problems before seeking help

· They should avoid hovering over the child in case they have any problems

· The child should be given responsibilities within the classroom and let other children see that they are not dependent on having a minder

Down’s Syndrome Association

155 Mitcham Road 

London

SW17 9PG

Tel: 0208 682 4001

E mail: info@downs-syndrome.org.uk


Fax: 0208 682 4012

Website: www.downs-syndrome.org.uk

