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Inclusion Team
Using Reading To Develop Language Skills

[image: image2.wmf]Some children make limited progress in reading, because they are held back by poor language skills, particularly comprehension. They may even be able to ‘read’ texts, but not understand what they are reading.  Setting up a separate programme specifically to develop language skills with such children is not always possible, because of timetable constraints.

If the child is already receiving support with reading, this can be effectively adapted and extended to address language targets as well as literacy. It can be used with any book, and works well alongside a structured programme eg 15 Minutes a Day. It works best with an individual child but can be adapted for small groups. The strategies work well with fiction texts, but can easily be modified for non-fiction books.


1.  Introducing the book

Look through the book together. Talk with the child about what is happening in the pictures. Ask some questions, including why, but leave it open-ended some of the time eg ‘Tell me what you think is happening in the story.’  Ask the child to predict what might happen next on some pages, particularly before the ending.

2.  Paired reading  (you can leave this out if the child is confident enough to read the book independently)
3.  The child reads the book independently

During the reading, check that the child is understanding, by asking occasional questions. 

Explain any words the child does not understand, and write them on cards as they come up in the reading. 

4.  Vocabulary

On the back of the cards, the child either draws a picture as a clue, or writes a sentence including the difficult word. A vocabulary book could be used for older children, instead of cards.


5.  Sequencing

You will need to photocopy a few pictures from the book in advance.

The child places the pictures in the correct sequence, saying what is happening in each one, in a way that relates to the story. The child could also write a caption for each picture (or you could write their words for them).

6.   Retell the story

The child retells the story, using the sequenced pictures and filling the gaps. Encourage the child to use his or her own words rather than repeat chunks of text.

 7.   Comprehension questions

You will need  a set of cards with the words: who, what, where, when, why, how

You and the child take turns to choose a card. You ask the child a question about the story, beginning with the word on the card. When the child is confident, they can also ask questions for you to answer. The questions and answers could also be written.
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