Key Principles for Differentiation

From Down’s Syndrome Association Education Support Pack for Schools

Content

· Decide upon the main focus you wish to learn

· Look at level descriptors below the standard key stage and at programmes of study from earlier key stages or P levels to give you ideas

· Check content relates to previously acquired knowledge and skills 

· Try to reflect points from the pupil’s IEP

· Ensure you provide opportunities for pupil’s personal skills, such as independence and cooperation with peers, to be developed

Approach and context

· Ensure learning objectives are broken down into small steps

· Ensure they are clearly focused and short

· Use familiar and meaningful material

· Build in additional repetition and reinforcement

· Choose appropriate contexts-whole class, small group or partner

· Choose appropriate level of support-TA, Peer or teacher 

· Consider learning outcomes at the same time as planning tasks

Presentation

· Remember pupils learn best through a multi sensory approach-seeing, copying, doing, feeling

· Present all work visually-print, diagrams, pictures, symbols

· Ensure all oral instructions are reinforced visually

· Use concrete and practical materials where possible

· Use simple and familiar language. Keep instructions short and concise

· Teach key words and subject specific vocabulary

Response and Assessment

· Ensure that the methods of response expected are realistic and appropriate

· Provide alternative means of recording-computer, Dictaphone, pictures, digital camera, flash cards or stickers

· Look at level descriptors below the standard range for the key stage

· Provide lists of words within the pupil’s sight vocabulary, including key words, to aid free writing

· Decide how progress will be monitored and recorded
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