Primary Learning Support Unit


Referral Policy 

Rationale

We in the Primary Learning Support Units (PLSU) firmly believe that all children regardless of gender, ethnicity and religion, are entitled to achieve academically to the best of their ability.  We aim to identify those children who are capable of achieving the expected National levels for Numeracy and Literacy, but who are underachieving due to emotional or behavioural difficulties.

This document is designed to make explicit the process and selection criteria for referrals to the PLSU.

Aims:

· To ensure that all applications are based on the same criteria.

· To ensure that all Link Schools are clear about the referral process and criteria.

· To ensure appropriate referrals.

· To ensure that the referral process is led by the needs of the child.

· To ensure equality of access to the unit  (emotional and behavioural needs).

· To ensure smooth entry and exit transitions.

Objectives:

· Provide Referral Pack with clear guidelines for referral process to all link schools.

· Liase with Link Schools (Teachers, SENCO’s, Learning Mentors) to ensure clarity and consistency of practice.

· Systematically check all applicants for evidence of set entrance criteria.

· Ensure clear roles for:  SENCO, teacher, mentor, and parents/ carers.

· Progressive (accumulative) programme of reintegration.

Referral criteria

Children will be considered for the unit based primarily upon the results of the CAT exams.  Any child, who shows a significant gap between their attainment in the verbal and quantitative test and their attainment in the non-verbal test, will be considered as underachieving.  Secondly, children highlighted as underachieving must currently be working at a minimum of level 3c. Finally, evidence must be provided from the school SENCO and class teacher about the child’s attendance and learning history.  This information will identify those children who would benefit most from attending the unit and not those children who would be more appropriately referred to a PRU.

At the unit we are aware that there are a various factors that can lead to underachievement, and that it can manifest itself in several ways.  It is important that schools do not identify only those children whose behaviour is disruptive in class.  The withdrawn child who is underachieving would benefit as greatly from the support that the unit can offer and must not be over looked. It must be noted that the unit is child led and is not a centre for supporting class teachers.  

Referral process

Once a child has been identified as appropriate for referral, the referral pack must be completed and returned to the unit by the end of summer term one.  The unit managers will then consider all referrals made and select those children who they think would most benefit from attending.  Being part of the mini Education Action Zone does not guarantee a place at the unit.

The Unit managers will then contact the Link Schools to offer placements for those children selected.  Meetings will follow in which the class teacher, SENCO and unit manager discuss the child and observations are scheduled.

At this point the link school must arrange an interview with the child’s parents.  Full parental consent and support of the unit must be obtained before the unit will consider the referral any further. It must be made clear to the parent that they will be responsible for bringing their child to the unit every morning.  If parental consent is received the Unit Manager will then invite the child and their parents to visit the unit, to discuss the home school agreement and to sign the learning contract.  

Those children accepted at the unit will then attend several sessions where they will have the opportunity to meet with each other.  These sessions will focus on integrating the children into the unit and participating in team building activities, while addressing any concerns they may have.
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