The story of Perseus and Andromeda.

Perseus was the son of Danae and Jupiter. The newborn Perseus and his mother were put in a wooden chest and dropped into the ocean by his grandfather, Acrisius, who had been warned by an oracle that he would be killed by a grandson. 

After a long time they drifted ashore in a new kingdom. Perseus and his mother Danae stayed there while Perseus grew up. But after a while the king of the new place wanted to marry Danae, but she didn't want to marry him. This king wanted to get rid of Perseus for a while so he could make Danae marry him. So he tricked Perseus into going on a quest to kill the monster Medusa and bring back her head.

At first Perseus didn't know where to find Medusa, so he went and asked the three Fates [Graeae]. The Fates were very old and they only had one eye and one tooth between them and they took turns every day, passing the eye and the tooth between them. When Perseus came to them, at first they didn't want to tell him where Medusa was. But Perseus waited until they were passing the eye from one to another, and so none of them could see. Then he quick grabbed the eye! The Fates had to tell Perseus where Medusa was in order to get their eye back. 

Then Perseus met the god Hermes who gave him winged sandals to wear so he could fly to where Medusa was, and fight from the air. And he met the goddess Athena, who gave him a sword, a shield and a helmet of invisibility belonging to Pluto. Athena told Perseus not to look at Medusa or her ugliness would turn him to stone. Instead he should use the shield as a mirror and look in that to cut off Medusa's head. 

So Perseus flew beyond the known world to where Medusa's cave was. She lived there with her two sisters who were ugly like her. When Perseus got there all three sisters were asleep. Perseus remembered not to look at them and looking in the shiny shield cut off Medusa’s head. The two sisters chased after him but he used the helmet of invisibility to escape them. Then Perseus took Medusa’s head and put it in a bag and flew away.

As Perseus was flying home he heard somebody screaming and crying so he flew down lower to see. It was a woman who was tied to a big rock on the edge of the ocean! Perseus saw that she was screaming because a huge sea monster was about to eat her up. So he flew down to the rock and killed the monster.

Perseus untied the woman. She said her name was Andromeda, and her father, who was king there, had tied her up there so the monster would take her and leave the rest of the family alone. Perseus fell instantly in love with Andromeda and they married. Unfortunately she was already engaged to her uncle, Phineas. He arrived at the wedding feast along with his supporters and set upon Perseus. 

The hero pulled Medusa’s head from his bag and the instant they saw the terrifying face of the Gorgon they were turned to stone.
