ST. GEORGE AND THE DRAGON 

IN the country of Libya there was a town called Silene, and just outside the town lived a dragon. Just outside the dragon’s cave was a stagnant pond and the smell from the water was awful. When the wind blew the smell would reach the town and the people believed that the dragon was responsible for the rotten stench.

So they began to feed the dragon two sheep everyday in the hope that it would go away. The dragon rather liked sheep and it got used to a free lunch every day and believed that the townspeople must like him. It certainly didn’t know they were scared of him. So he never moved away. It went on like this until not a sheep was left.

Then the people, who were really rather foolish, had a meeting and decided to draw lots, and each week a child was given to the dragon, so that it would not destroy the whole city. Three months passed during which time no fewer than a dozen children were torn from their weeping parents, tied up and left outside the dragon’s cave. The dragon noticed the change in its food. It was even quite puzzled but it began to get used to the taste of young children. In fact he found them delicious. And so it stayed.

No one was spared rich or poor from the ordeal and one day the princess’ name was drawn by lot. The king was filled with horror. The princess wept and clung to her father but then she too was tied up left weeping outside the cave where the dragon lived. 

Now one day a young man named George was riding on his horse outside Silene. He was by the cave, when he saw the princess standing alone, weeping bitterly. He asked her why she was crying and she told him all about the dragon and how it was going to eat her. Just then there was a loud growl and the dragon appeared. It was bright green with a strange shaped body. It had two rather squat legs and claws and a long neck.

"Don’t be afraid," George told the princess "I will defend you." 

George, went forward boldly to meet the dragon, he raised his spear, and flung it with all his force at the neck of the monster. The spear pierced the neck and pinned the dragon to the ground. 

Then he told the princess to tie her belt around the dragon like a lead. The dragon rose and followed her like a pet dog. George led his horse and walked beside her, and when they entered the city the people began to cheer. And when the king heard all the rejoicing, he came out and saw his beloved daughter, safe, with the dragon at her heels. 

George and the princess got married and a short while later the king retired and they became king and queen. And when George died he was called St. George, and eventually he became the patron saint of England.
