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CROSS-CURRICULAR TOPIC MAP BASED ON ‘THE AMBASSADORS’ BY HANS HOLBEIN  

    






ENTRY POINT:


Visit the National Gallery


Class discussion about painting


Pupils annotate a copy of the painting looking for clues. 








LITERACY:


Describe the painting to each other [one person to draw following instructions.]


Introduce the painting to the whole class using a relay game.


Create a comic strip to show characters meeting up, assembling the table of artefacts etc.


Compare and contrast the painting with another of a similar subject.


Write a report about the painting.


Add speech/thought bubbles to the image.





MUSIC:


Listen to 16th century composers such as King Henry VIII.


Listen to lute music.


Compose music based on the painting.





ICT:


Use the internet to research Holbein. [Use key web sites to answer a set of questions or to cut and paste images to create a word document.]


Create a Power-Point presentation.


Use Photoshop to combine images and digital photos to create a digital updated version of the painting.


Use the following sites to research the Tudors:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.brims.co.uk/tudors/index.html" �http://www.brims.co.uk/tudors/index.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://englishhistory.net/tudor/contents.html" �http://englishhistory.net/tudor/contents.html�








ART/D&T:


Working in pairs pupils update the painting:


Use digital photos of the pupils, cut out faces and use to create large scale full-body portraits of pupils [collage/oil pastels/paint] wearing their best clothes.


Consider the rest of the image:


Two shelves:


1.heavenly- objects to represent family/culture/background


2.worldly knowledge-hobbies and interests.


This work could incorporate some observational drawing sessions e.g. musical instruments, cultural artefacts, religious objects.


It will also involve pupils bringing in items such as family photos/postcards etc.[create frames?]


Teacher could provide digital photos to collage e.g. favourite book covers/ globe, musical instruments, state of the art artefacts e.g. laptop, ipod etc.


Pupils use collage techniques to create a final image.


Pupils could design and print a piece of fabric [with a design based on work on symbols?] to be used to cover the shelf.


Investigate anamorphism. Pupils could draw everyday objects and distort them as Holbein did the skull. Find further examples on the National Portrait Gallery website.


Pupils make a 3D version of the painting inside a cardboard box.


Take digital photos of pupils posing in the same positions and use pop-up mechanisms/levers & linkages to create a moving picture.











‘The Ambassadors’ 


By Hans Holbein


Click on the link below to see the painting:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/cgi-bin/WebObjects.dll/CollectionPublisher.woa/wa/work?workNumber=ng1314" \t "_blank" ��Zoomable image�





HISTORY:


Pupils investigate the lives of the Tudors. The painting was made during the reign of Henry VIII. Pupils should research his divorce from Catherine of Aragon and marriage to Anne Boleyn.


Find out about the strict laws controlling clothes/fashion during Tudor times.





Web links:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk" �www.nationalgallery.org.uk�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.npg.org.uk/index.php" �http://www.npg.org.uk/index.php�














