IMPROVEMENT PROMPTS
‘For assessment to be formative, the feedback information has to be used.’

Black and William, 1998

IMPROVEMENT PROMPTS give the child an opportunity to make a significant improvement to their work, based on the feedback received from their teacher (or peers)

Learning Intention: to introduce a character in a story opening

There are 3 levels of prompts:
	Reminder Prompt
	Say more about James’s character.

	Scaffolded Prompt
	· What type of boy is James - good, bad, shy, kind, excitable? Or do you have your own ideas?

· Describe what James would do if he heard unkind words about his friend.

	Example Prompt
	Choose one of these, or you own, to describe his character:

James was a kind, likeable boy with a great sense of humour.

James was easily bored and liked lots of attention.


EXAMPLES OF IMPROVEMENT PROMPTS

Year 1 – oral feedback

LI – TO USE EFFECTIVE DESCRIPTION

Context: ‘wanted poster’ so people can recognize him/her

Teacher:
Now let’s read your description

Child and teacher read: He is small and handsome and his buttons are made of strawberries

Teacher:
Strawberry buttons. Lovely! And he’s small and handsome. What else could you say about him? (prompt)
Child: He’s greedy

Year 3 

LI – TO USE EFFECTIVE SIMILES AND METAPHORS

He was a quick runner

Finish this

He was as fast as ____________________________.
(scaffolded prompt)
Year 2 

LI – TO INCLUDE DETAIL TO ADD INFORMATION
Context: a narrative

A moment later Katie landed in a smelly muddy jungle. She saw a loin, she smelled a snake.

Describe the snake more. (reminder prompt)

What did the snake smell like? (scaffolded prompt)
Year 6 
LI – TO WRITE A PARAGRAPH WHICH USES SUSPENSE
Context: Adventure story

(Teacher had asked the children to put an asterisk next to the sentence they wished to improve. She then provided a prompt)

*Suddenly there was a cry the sherpas had fallen. Stuart saw them hit the floor.
Could you put some more suspense into the climbing of the mountain leading up to this?
Year 5 

LI – TO TAKE NOTES
Context: Notes about India from books and video
The Himalayas and the other ranges of mountains take one sixth of India.

India has the most beautiful valleys.

In India the temperature rises
You do not have to write in full sentences here, just notes. Cut this information down to 2 words:

Spring is the hottest time of the year.

Child: Spring hottest

