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Improvement sessions for extended writing

5. Improvement session


This needs to be a few days after the extended writing session so that you have time to mark all the work. It should be no longer than 20 minutes long, giving children time to re-read what they’ve written, make note of what you’ve highlighted and prompted, and make an improvement. The improvement might only be one or two sentences, but should show that the children have taken on board the prompts you have given them. The children will need to be shown how to make the improvements (you could do this during a shared writing session). You may want to work towards implementing the improvement sessions once the teachers are secure with choosing appropriate learning intentions and marking against them.











2. Remember points


This is a way of referring back to the teaching points you have made in this lesson and during previous lessons, and the scaffolds you have developed (for example, lists of good opening sentences, writing frames, etc.). Share these with the children before they start writing. For example, ‘remember to look at the list of adjectives that we brainstormed’; ‘use a thesaurus to find some interesting adverbs’; ‘check that you’ve put your adverbs and adjectives in the right place in your sentence: use the poster to help you’. List them in abbreviated form on the board for the children to refer to.


 








1. Clear learning intention


Identify your long term and short term intentions. Long term intentions, or your class writing targets, are what you want to achieve by the end of the unit, for example: To write an effective story start. The short term would be for just that lesson, for example: To use effective adjectives and adverbs. This way you can separate out the activity (the story start) from the learning intention (use adj. and adv).


This is then clear enough to mark against (have they used adjectives and adverbs?!)











4. Marking: improvement prompts


These fall into three main categories:


1. reminder prompt


2. scaffolded prompt


3. example prompt


The scaffolded and example prompts are the most useful ones because they give the children much more support and information. 





Refer to the improvement prompts sheet devised by Alex at Kingsmead School: there are some very clear examples here. 














3. Marking: highlighting successes


Once the learning intentions have been made clear, the marking has to be focused on them. So, with the example above, use a highlighter pen to mark the three best (or only!) examples of adjectives and adverbs. Don’t be tempted to highlight all of them; we’re not looking for the most examples, just the most effective ones.











































