Some suggestions for phrasing on planning for differentiation

All teachers differentiate to a greater or lesser degree, but making this explicit on the planning does not often take place - just a short phrase or two is all that is needed.
 

Dif by task 
- is it more/less i.e. more able have more questions to complete or through complexity (in comprehension for example).  Working with larger/more complex numbers, more steps in problem solving.  Direct questioning (NOT hands up) is often dif by task - children are asked questions according to their level of understanding.  Ability based grouping can make task differentiation easier.

Maths and literacy tasks may be more usually differentiated by task.
 

Dif by support 
- either by writing frames, more structure on a worksheet, adult support, peer support (literacy partners).  Grouping can be a good way of differentiating by support – mixed ability groups can achieve this with minimum of adult intervention.  
 

Dif by outcome 
- longer stories, explanations, reasoning, or is it just working at own level - in art or in PE for example.  Mathematical investigations are a good way of differentiating by outcome – children can take the investigation as far as their own level of understanding allows.  Open questioning - "Tell me anything you know about Roman religious beliefs?  Can you tell me any more?  What do you think might happen next?" is a good method for dif by outcome.  Mind maps can be a good 'dif by outcome' activity.  In science – elicitation activities are dif by outcome.  These can be used effectively in science and topic work.  Differentiation by outcome is effective only if children are aware of what is expected of them, through clear target setting.  

Some methods of differentiation may appear to overlap.  In science you may choose to give one group all the appropriate equipment for an investigation, but another group may be asked to select their own equipment from a variety of resources.  This could be considered dif by support of dif by task.  It does not really matter – differentiation is taking place, no-one is going to be picky about the term used.

Below are some suggestions for phrasing appropriate on planning

Dif by support – TA with blue table

Dif by task – octagons multiply 2 three digit numbers, pentagons 2 two digit numbers and triangles a two digit number by a 1 digit number.

Dif by outcome – more able children will be able to give at least three different reasons for Henry VIII marrying 6 times.

Dif by outcome – Find different ways to travel across the mat - children will work at own level.

Dif by support – work in literacy pairs

Dif by task – comprehension, less able will retrieve factual information, more able will be able to use inference and deduction.

Dif by outcome – ‘The answer is 14.  What could the question be?  Find as many as you can’

Dif by task - ‘The answer is 14.  What could the question be?  Find as many as you can’

(i) Find at least 10 possible questions

(ii) Use all four operations in your questions

(iii) Include multi-step questions

These are only a few suggestions to get you going – the possibilities are endless – make explicit what you already do implicitly.

