	Year     Content
	Suggested texts



	Year 3 Term 1

Information texts on topics of interest.

Stories with familiar 
settings

Poetry -
observation 
senses - shape
	Lives and Times Series - Heinemann 
 M L King, Harriet Tubman
Troll First Biographies - Rosa Parks, Harriet Tubman

Caribbean - Jamaica- Its Festivals and Traditions [Tim Cooke - Franklin Watts] 
K wanzaa - A P Porter. Carol rhoda Books. 1991

Betsy' s Birthday Surprise - Malorie Blackman 
Julian Stories - Ann Cameron
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Shape poetry

e.g. Benjamin Zephaniah - "Write a Way" & 
Talking Turkeys



	Term 2 

Myths, legends, 
fables

Oral and 
performance 
poetry from 
different 
cultures.


	Nanny of the Maroons - Jamal Reader

Aesops Fables

Talk, Talk an Ashanti Legend - Troll Associates

Jane Grell - Dr Knickerbocker - (Hawthorn Press)

John Agard - I Din do Nothin -(Bodleyhead )

Valerie Bloom - Duppy Jamborie - (Cambridge)

Grace Nichols - Give Yourself a HugCome/ into my Tropical Garden (A & C Black) [image: image2.png]@
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Pauline Stewart - Singing down the Breadfruit (Bodley Head)



	Term 3

Humorous 
poetry . 
Poetry that 
plays with 
language.

Adventure and Mystery Stories


	John Agard - I Din Do Nothin 
Jane Grell Dr Knickerbocker

Alexandre Dumas  3 Musketeers - abridged 

The Path - An adventure in African History

Written and illustrated by Michael Markham

A+B Publishers group

	Year 4  Term 1

Historical 
Stories

Poems based 
on common 
themes.

Newspapers 
and magazines


	Bessie Coleman Nobody Owns the Sky
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The Story of Ruby:Bridges .

. . (Scholastic Inc.)

Young Rosa Parks  Troll First Biography 1996

Young Harriet Tubman Troll First Biography 1996

The Day Gogo went to Vote (Little Brown & Company 1996)

Ruby Bridges [see above]

Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt - Deborah .

Aunt Harriets Underground Railway - Faith Ringold

Caribbean, Black British & African Heritage poets 
e.g. .Grace Nichols, John Agard, James Berry Jane Grell & 
Poetry Collection e.g. Caribbean Dozen

.

Representative of opinion in Black Communities e.g.

The Voice/Ebony etc.



	Year 4   Term 2

- .

Poems from different 
cultures

Information books on similar themes
	Poetry Anthologies: Skip across the Qcean

(Floella Benjamin) 
"

Caribbean Dozen: John Agard :& Grace Nichols

Use of biographies of Martin Luther King, Rosa Parkes, Stephen Lawrence, 



	Year 4   Term 3

Stories that raise 
Issues.

e.g. injustice

Range of poetry 
in different 
forms .

Persuasi ve 
writing,

adults debates 
etc.


	Key figures and the different strategies, strengths used to deal 
with and challenge/ change injustices.
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Nelson Mandela, Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks, 

Alphabets. Black History Alphabet 

Prayers Desmond Tutu, Martin Luther King

Focussing on key issues pertinent to the Black Community .



	Year 5     Term 1

Significant Discussion of issues in books
children's writers.

Stories, poetry .

Poetry based on 
common 
themes.

Recipes


	Malorie Blackman

Hacker - Corgi 1992

(Operation Gadget man etc,:

Benjamin Zephaniah [image: image5.png]



Funky' Chickens } 1996 
Talking Turkeys Puffin 1994

Caribbean poets - Black British and African Heritage e.g 


Ainsley Harriott Ready Steady Cook. 
Caribbean Recipes    R Grant - Caribbean Cookbook [may be out of print]

How the contribution of Black people s has been overlooked. E.g Matthew Henson 
Lives of Louis Latimer  or Elijah Mc Coy as inventors. -.

Bias - exploration in range of texts

(links with History Curriculum Key Elements)



	Year 5   Term 2

Tradi tional 
stories, myths, 
legends, fables.

Narrative 
poetry .


	Mouth Open Story Jump Out - Grace Hallworth

I is a Long Memoried Woman - Grace Nichols

Ballad of 1865 - Paul Bogle

Celebration song - -James Berry

(Christmas perspective)

Is We Ting - Notting Hill Carnival   Alex Pascall .



	Year 5   Term 3

Novels, stories, 
poems from a 
variety of 
culures and 
traditions.

Chorus and 
performance 
poetry

Letters of protest
	When I Dance - James Berry


Can I buy a Slice of Sky"? Grace Nicholls (Knight Books )

I is a Long Memoried Woman - Grace Nicholls.

Ballad of '65 - Paul Bogle [lyrics to song by Third World available on internet entitled 1865]

Celebration Song - Jgmes Berry 
[image: image6.png]



Praise poems to Black Heroes/Heroines with Chorus

Them Belly Full - Bob Marley [song from natty Dread LP. Lyrics available on internet]

re: stereotyping/ omission/ distortion



	Year 6 term 1

Classic Novels

Autobiography 
and Biography
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	The Harder They Come Michael Thelwell

Count of Monte Cristo - A Dumas

Matthew Henson- Arctic Explorer ​ http://www.matthewhenson.com/hensoncard 

Michael Gilman - Melrose pub. 1989

c'

Black British Women Deborah King

. published by Hanib publisher 1995

Speaking Out. Black Girls in Britain - Autobiography 
Virago Press 1989

Mary Seacole~ - Wonderful Adventures of Mary Seacole in many lands 
(autobiography journals diary) Falling Wall Press - connects History

Benjamin Banneker - What are you Figuring Now? - Teri Ferris - Carolrhoda Books 1997

John Archer - (1863 - 1932) The" Story of Britain's First Black Mayor -
Liverpool City Council Connects History. 


Ignatious Sancho (1863 - 1932) Man of Letters ​National Portrait Gallery 1996

Olaudah Equiano ~ - The Interesting Life of Olaudah Equiano Narrative and other writings 
(autobiography journal) Penguin

Biography of Paul Robeson- "Here I stand"

Mandela Long Walk to Freedom (autobiography) - extracts Life Stories 
- Mandela - Wayland 1995

Coming to England - Floella Benjamin. -' Puffin 1995

(connects WINDRUSH) (autobiography)

M Luther King- Peter Connie Roop - Heinemann 1997- connects R.E.

Harriet Tubman. - John Rowley Heinemann 1997

Elijah McCoy- Wendy Towle - Scholastic 1993- 

Connects Science  Black Pioneers of Science and Invention - Lois Haber

Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King in Civil Rights Movement 1993

(Witnesses to Freedom (Puffin) 

Mary McLeod Bethune - Educator - Bemice Anderson Melrose Publisher. 1994 Poole - connects R.E. & History 
Caribbean Poets  by John Agard in Caribbean Dozen ​

​



	Year 6 Term 2

Stories, Novels from specific genre

Range of Poetic Forms

Discussion Texts
	Hacker - Malorie Blackman [detective]
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Ballad of '65 Paul Bogle  - Alma Norman

Contemporary text from newspaper exploring issue that  impinges on lives of young Black people. Good sources are the Voice, Ebony, Young Black magazines like Vibe etc.



	Year 6 term 3 

Comparison 
work 
significant 
children's 
authors poets
	Benjamin Zephaniah - } 

Poems from Pen Riddims, Talking Turkeys Puffin 
1994 , Funky Chickens 1996, Wicked World 2001, looking at development and change in style over similar themes.

Grace NichoIs - I is along Memoried Woman





Books about the Caribbean

Picture Books

Binch, Caroline. Gregory Cool.

Gregory goes to visit his grandparents and cousin on the island of Tobago.

Buffett, Jimmy. The Jolly Mon.

Relates the adventures of a fisherman who finds a magic guitar floating in the Caribbean Sea.

Carlstrom, Nancy W. Baby-O.

A West Indian family gathers together on a jitney that takes them and their wares to the local market.

Gershator, David. Palampam Day.

When the coconuts, dogs, frogs, fish, and bananas talk to him, Turo goes to Papa Tata Wanga for advice.

Gottlieb, Dale. Where Jamaica Go?

Jamaica sees many colorful sights downtown, beachcombing, and riding home with Daddy.

Isadora, Rachel. Caribbean Dream.

A lyrical and evocative dreamscape of the Caribbean.

Lauture, Denize. Running the Road to ABC.

Before sunrise, Haitian children run to school to learn letters, sounds, and words.

Linden, Ann Marie. Emerald Blue. 

A girl and her brother live with their grandmother in her Caribbean home, until their mother comes back to take them away.

Van Laan, Nancy. Mama Rocks, Papa Sings.

A Haitian girl's house fills up with babies as relatives drop off their children on their way to work.

Williams, Karen Lynn. Painted Dreams.

Since her Haitian family is too poor to buy paints, Ti Marie finds her own way to make pictures.

Yolen, Jane. Encounter.

A Taino Indian boy on the island of San Salvador recounts the landing of Columbus and his men.

Chapter Books

Cave, Hugh B. Conquering Kilmarnie.

The lives of Peter and his father change dramatically with the arrival of an uneducated but fiercely determined young black boy on

their Jamaican plantation.

Dorris, Michael. Morning Girl.

Morning Girl loves the day and her younger brother, Star Boy, loves the night. Morning Girl witnesses the arrival of the first

Europeans to her world.

Farley, Walter. Island Stallion.

A boy and an archaeologist discover a hidden valley, underground tunnels built by Spanish conquistadors, and a wild

flame-colored stallion. By the author of The Black Stallion.

Gantos, Jack. Jack's New Power.

When his family moves to Barbados, Jack learns that life's not always idyllic on an island paradise.

Hodge, Merle. For the Life of Laetitia.

The first in her family to go to secondary school, Lacy struggles with a variety of problems.

Taylor, Theodore. The Cay.

When his ship is torpedoed by a German submarine during World War II, Phillip, blinded by a blow on the head, and an old black

man are stranded on a small island in the Caribbean.

Non-Fiction

Bloom, Valerie. Fruits: A Caribbean Counting Poem.

This poem counts up to ten different kinds of Caribbean fruit, including guavas, jackfruit, and Otaheiti apples.

A Caribbean Dozen: A Collection of Poem. Edited by John Agard and Grace Nichols.

Thirteen Caribbean poets recount childhood experiences in poetry and prose.

Ferguson, Amos. Under the Sunday Tree.

A collection of poems and paintings evokes life in the Bahamas.

Joseph, Lynn. Coconut Kind of Day.

A collection of poems about the sights and sounds of the Caribbean islands.

Lessac, Frane. Caribbean Alphabet.

Presents an alphabet of images from the Caribbean, such as hibiscus, mangoes, and reggae.

Lessac, Frane. Caribbean Canvas.

The artwork of Frane Lessac accompanies this collection of poems by various Caribbean poets, including Robert Johnson,

Edward Brathwaite, A.L. Hendricks, Evan Jones, and others.

Macaulay, David. Ship. 

Describes wooden ships, or caravels, of the fifteenth century and follows archaeologists as they uncover a lost caravel in the

Caribbean Sea.

Myers, Walter Dean. Toussaint L'Ouverture: The Fight for Haiti's Freedom.

A collection of paintings by Jacob Lawrence, chronicling the liberation of Haiti in 1804 under the leadership of General Toussaint

L'Ouverture.

Raffi. Tingalayo.

While his master is not looking, Tingalayo the donkey sneaks off to dance and sing at the fair. Includes the musical notation to this

Caribbean folk song.

Tiger Soup: An Anansi Story from Jamaica. Retold and illustrated by Frances Temple.

After tricking Tiger into leaving the soup he has been cooking, Anansi the spider eats the soup himself and manages to put the

blame on the monkeys.
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