YEAR GROUP 2 TERM 1

OBJECTIVES 3 to 6

Discuss familiar story themes and link to own experiences e.g. illnesses, getting lost, going away

RESOURCES

Billy and Belle by Sarah Garland – Puffin Books

[One of the few books that that presents images of a family of two heritages in an unproblematic way. 

The text also contains dialogue that might be read by some of the pupils. As such, its subtext underlines

 the acceptance of multi-racial Britain while presenting Black men in a positive light. When using this in

the past with children there have rarely been comments about the parents or children. Questions that have

been asked have been around the complexion of the children, which seems to be an important point for

some pupils to explore. 

The book is presented here in a play format]

Billy and Belle

On Monday morning Billy lay in bed for a long time.

He was thinking about his hamster, and about the baby that would 

soon be born.

He heard Dad filling the kettle.

He heard Mum dressing Belle.

He heard Spot barking.

He smelt toast burning.

He was late for breakfast.

BILLY: How do you feel, Mum?

MUM: I think the baby will be born today

DAD: Is that the hospital?

BELLE: Be good my little baby

Billy got ready for school. Today, Belle was coming too because 

Mum & Dad were going to the hospital.

Billy and Belle were going to school with Mrs Plum, the school 

secretary.

BILLY: I've lost my sock, Mum.

MUM: Here it is.

MUM: You are going to school like a big girl

BELLE: Oweee

BILLY: Today is pet day. I’ll bring my hamster.

DAD: I’ll call a cab to take us.

BILLY: I wonder what the baby will be like

MUM: Goodbye sweetheart.

Dad: Thanks for looking after them Mrs Plum

MRS PLUM: That’s all right dear

BILLY: Good luck, Mum.

BELLE was very excited.

BILLY: My sister has never been to school before

MRS PLUM: I know dear

BELLE: School! School!

Mrs Plum left them with the teacher. Billy showed his friends his 

hamster.

TECAHER:  Belle can be in Billy’s class, just for today.

MRS PLUM: I’ll be in the office then.

BELLE: I haven’t got a pet Billy!

BILLY: What about that spider on the floor?

Everyone had brought a pet.John had a tortoise. Pat had a rat. Rita 

had a frog. 

Donna had a guinea pig. Hassan had a caterpillar. Kelly had a mouse.

Dino had a beetle. Sam had a snail Alan had a gerbil.

Anna had a rabbit. Billy had a hamster. And Belle had a spider.

The teacher looked at the spider, then she put the pets out in the 

playground.

Teacher: Hmmm what a big one. Nice fresh air for you.

She asked the class to draw their pets.

Teacher: Bold colours please. Can you remember how many legs 

your pet has?

Belle tried to remember how many legs her spider had, but she 

couldn’t so…..

She went quietly outside to look for her spider, She looked and 

looked… and looked, until at last she found it on her jumper.

BELLE: 1..2..3..4..5..6..7..8.

At playtime…what a shock…the pets had escaped!

CHILDREN:  Miss!… Miss!

It took the children a long time to find them.

Teacher: Oh Belle! You naughty girl!

BELLE: But I was looking for my spider.

When they settled down again, Billy showed them his picture. 

Teacher: Who will tell us about their pet and show us their picture?

BILLY: Hamsters are nocturnal. That means they are awake all 

night and asleep all day.

GIRL: Can I show my picture now Miss?

 Three o’ clock. Pet day was over.

DAD: I hope Belle was a good girl?

TEACHER: Well…quite good…how is your wife?

MRS PLUM: and the baby?

DAD: She’s well. The baby is born.

BILLY: ‘Bye Anna.

ANNA: ‘ ‘Bye Billy.

GIRL: ‘Bye

Dad told Billy and Belle the news. They talked about the baby and 

ate their tea, and got ready for bed.

DAD: You’ve got a little brother. His name is Adam.

BILLY: I can’t wait to see him.

BELLE: A little baby for me!

BILLY: The baby can share my hamster.

DAD: Remember, Adam is very very small.

BELLE: These biscuits are for our little Adam.

BELLE: Yum.

BILLY: Good spaghetti Dad.

DAD. Mmmmm.

MRS PLUM: Yoo Hoo!

DAD: Mrs Plum will look after you while I fetch Mum from hospital.

Billy lay in bed, thinking about the baby. He heard a cab stop outside. 

He heard Dad running downstairs.

DAD: Billy! Belle! Mum is home with Adam!

Billy and Belle saw their new brother for the first time,

And Billy’s hamster woke up. 

WORD WORK

To use word endings, e.g. ‘s’ (plural) ‘ed ‘ (past tense)’ing’ ( present tense) to support their reading 

and spelling

Plural

pet (s)  hamster (s) rat (s) frog (s)  guinea pig (s)  beetle (s)  caterpillar (s) gerbil (s) rabbit (s)  spider (s)

day (s)  table (s) chair (s)  girl (s)  boy (s)  

Present tense

fill  (ing) bark (ing)   hear ( ing)  think (ing)  burn (ing) walk (ing)  come  (coming)    go (ing)

Past tense

fill  (ed)  call (ed)     play (ed)     look (ed)      show (ed)  look (ed)       escape (ed)      remember (ed)  

Which words does this not work for? E.g. draw  (drew)    think   (thought)   bring   (brought)   

TEXT LEVEL WORK

· Read and clarify objectives with pupils

· Talk to pupils about waiting for a new baby to arrive. Has it happened to them ?

· Read text to and with pupils, clarify unknown words and meanings, discuss content of story. 

· If they were parents about to have a baby, what would they do with the other children?  Should men 

· be present at birth?

SENTENCE LEVEL WORK

8. Objective 5 to revise knowledge about  other uses of capitalisation, e.g. for names, headings, titles, 

9. emphasis, and begin  to use in own writing

10. Focus on title, author, of story, names. Examples from this text are:- Monday, Billy Mum Dad, 

11. Spot, Belle, John, Pat. Mix these with other words from text. Type them all as lower case 

12. (Format – change case) and ask pupils to identify and write out words that should begin 

13. with a capital letter.

ACTIVITIES

Retell the story;  talk about a time they had  similar experiences

Sequence story from pictures, or draw their own story sequences

Use story structure to write about own experience in same or similar form.

Pupils and staff to assess the extent of achieved objectives

YEAR GROUP 2  TERM 2

OBJECTIVES 3-7

To discuss and compare story themes

To predict story endings/ incidents, e.g. from unfinished extracts, while reading with the teacher

RESOURCES

ANANCY AND THE PLANTAINS- From Anancy the Spider Man  by Phillip Sherlock

TEXT

ANANSI AND THE PLANTAINS

It was market day, but Anansi had no money.  He sat at the door of his 

cottage and watched Tiger and Kisander the cat, Dog and Goat, and a 

host of others hurrying to the market to buy and sell.  He had nothing to 

sell, for he had not done any work in his field.  How was he to find food 

for his wife Crooky and for the children? Above all, how was he to find 

food for himself?

Soon Crooky came to the door and spoke to him.  

'You must go out now, Anansi, and find something for us to eat.  

We have nothing for lunch, nothing for dinner, and tomorrow is Sunday.  

What are we going to do without a scrap of food in the house?' 

'I am going out to work for some food,' said Anansi.  'Do not worry.  

Every day you have seen me go with nothing and come home with 

something.  You watch and see!'

Anansi walked about until noon and found nothing, so he lay down to 

sleep under the shade of a large mango tree.  There he slept and 

waited until the sun began to go down.  Then, in the cool of the evening, 

he set off for home.  He walked slowly, for he was ashamed to be going 

home empty-handed.  He was asking himself what he was to do, and 

where he would find food for the children, when he came face to face 

with his old friend Rat going home with a large bunch of plantains on 

his head.  The bunch was so big and heavy that Brother Rat had to

bend down almost to the earth to carry it.

Anansi’s eyes shone when he saw the plantains, and he stopped to 

speak to his friend Rat.

'How are you, my friend Rat? I haven't seen you for a very long time.'

'Oh, I am staggering along, staggering along,' said Rat. 

 'And how are you-and the family?'

Anansi put on his longest face, so long that his chin almost touched

his toes.  He groaned and shook his head.  

'Ah, Brother Rat,' he said, 'times are hard, times are very hard.  I can 

hardly find a thing to eat from one day to the next.' 

At this tears came into his eyes, and he went on:

‘I walked all yesterday.  I have been walking all today and haven't 

found a yam or a plantain.  ' 

He glanced for a moment at the large bunch of plantains.  

'Ah, Br'er Rat, the children will have nothing but water for supper 

tonight.'

‘I am sorry to hear that,' said Rat; ' very sorry indeed.  I know how 

I would feel if I had to go home to my wife and children without any 

food.'

'Without even a plantain,' said Anansi, and again he looked for a 

moment at the plantains.

Br'er Rat looked at the bunch of plantains, too.  He put it on the 

ground and looked at it in silence.

Anansi said nothing, but he moved toward the plantains.  They drew 

him like a magnet.  He could not take his eyes away from them, 

except for an occasional quick glance at Rat's face.

Rat said nothing.  Anansi said nothing.  They both looked at the 

plantains.

Then at last Anansi spoke.  

'My friend,' he said, 'what a lovely bunch of plantains I Where did you 

get it in these hard times?'

'It's all that I had left in my field, Anansi.  This bunch must last until 

the peas are ready, and they are not ready yet.'

'But they will be ready soon,' said Anansi, 'they will be ready soon.  

Brother Rat, give me one or two of the plantains.  The children have

 eaten nothing, and they have only water for supper.'

'All right, An'ansi,' said Rat.  'Just wait a minute.'

Rat counted all the plantains carefully and then said, 

'Well, perhaps, Br'er Anansi, perhaps I' 

Then he counted them again and finally he broke off the four smallest 

plantains and gave them to Anansi.

‘I thank you,' said Anansi, 'thank you, my good friend.  But, Rat, it's four plantains; and there are five of us in the family, my wife, the three 

children, and myself.'

Rat took no notice of this.  He only said, 'Help me to put this bunch 

of plantains on my head, Br'er Anansi, and do not try to break off 

any more.'

So Anansi had to help Rat to put the bunch of plantains back on 

his head.  Rat went off, walking slowly because of the weight of the 

bunch.  Then Anansi set off for his home.  He could walk quickly 

because the four plantains were not a heavy burden.  When he got 

to his home he handed the four plantains to Crooky, his wife, and 

told her to roast them.  He went outside and sat down in the shade 

of the mango tree until Crooky called out to say that the plantains 

were ready.

Anansi went back inside.  There were the four plantains, nicely 

roasted.  He took up one and gave it to the girl.  He gave one each 

to the two boys.  He gave the last and biggest plantain to his wife.  

After that he sat down empty-handed and very, very sad-looking, 

and his wife said to him, 'Don't you want some of the plantains?'

'No,' said Anansi, with a deep sigh.  'There are only enough for four 

of us.  I'm hungry, too, because I haven't had anything to eat; but 

there are just enough for you.' The little child asked, 'Aren't you hungry, 

Papa?' 'Yes, my child, I am hungry, but you are too little.  You cannot 

find food for yourselves.  It's better for me to remain hungry as long

as your stomachs are filled.'
WORD WORK

Objective 4 

· To split familiar oral and written compound words into their component parts, e.g. himself, 

· hand bag, milkman, pancake, and teaspoon

· Investigate compound words in text- nothing, something, without, outside

TEXT LEVEL WORK

· Read and clarify objectives with pupils, revisit knowledge about this character in context of 

· oral culture and the notion of stories that ‘travel’ with peoples.

· Clarify meaning and words in context, sequence of story, themes, predict bits of story , possible 

· endings

· To identify and describe characters, expressing own views and using words and phrases 

· from text, talk about morale of story

· Retell story, use role play to dramatise story

SENTENCE LEVEL WORK

In retelling stories pay attention to irregular verbs- past tense (yesterday)

Sit, sat, find, found,  see-saw, give- gave and shake- shook 

ACTIVITIES

Write character profiles, simple descriptions, posters, passports, using key words or phrases that 

describe or are spoken by characters in text.

FOLLOW UP

Make fried plantain with pupils, use it to elicit sequence words, develop writing instructions

YEAR GROUP 2  TERM 2

OBJECTIVES 8-11

To identify and discuss patterns of  rhythm, rhyme and other  features sound in different poems;

To comment on and recognise when the reading  aloud of a poem makes sense and is effective;

To identify and discuss favourite poems and poets, using appropriate terms (poet, poem, verse,

 rhyme, etc.) and referring to the language of poems 

RESOURCES

Mama Dot  Fred D’Aguiar - Reprinted by permission of David Higham Associates from  Mama 

Dot (Chatto 1985)

Syntegra  HYPERLINK http://www.netpoems.com/25t-poem.html
http://www.netpoems.com/25t-poem.html

TEXT

Mama Dot

Born on a sunday

in the kingdom of Ashante

Sold on monday

into slavery

Ran away on tuesday

cause she born free

Lost a foot on wednesday

when they catch she

Worked all thursday

Till her head grey

Dropped on friday

where they burned she

Freed on saturday

in a new century
Fred D'Aguiar (b. 1960)

TEXT LEVEL WORK

· Read discuss and clarify objectives with pupils

· Revise features of poems

· Read poem to and with pupils

· Clap rhythm for children and with children, talk about rhythm sound of poem, the feeling in the 

· poem, pupils’ response to the poem

· Identify rhyming lines

· Identify syllables in words

· Discuss content of poem for African-Caribbean and West African pupils (emphasise the 

· positiveness of the action of the heroine of the poem).

· Discuss the intention of the poet in writing the poem use of small letter for days of the week, 

· non-standard forms

· To use structures from poems as a basis for writing, by extending or substituting elements,

 inventing own lines, verses; to make class collections, illustrate with captions; to write poems from 

initial jottings and words.

WORD WORK 

To discriminate, orally, syllables in multi-syllabic words using

children’s names or words from their reading, days of the week, kingdom, Ashante, slavery, century,

catch

SENTENCE LEVEL WORK

Use verb tenses with increasing accuracy in speaking and writing, e.g. use past tense consistently.

Discuss the use of verbs in this poem (catch, irregular present) ran, sold, lost (irregular) worked, 

dropped, freed, burned (regular ). Standard and Non-Standard English

YEAR GROUP 2 TERM 2

OBJECTIVES 8-11

To identify patterns of rhythm, rhyme and other features of sound in other poems

RESOURCES

Coconut Groove  in Steel Drums by Ann Marie Linden

TEXT

COCONUT GROOVE

At the coconut groove

See everybody move,

They boogie together

Despite the weather.

It's raining, it's blowing

But the rhythm is flowing,

As the frog from France

With agouti break-dance.

Frisky mongoose

Lets it all hang loose,

While the slippery snake

Does the S-bend shake.

With the monkeys on drums

The humming birds hum.

The music's so good

Down here in the woods.

Juicy Miss Mango

Does a daring tango,

With Mr Jackfruit

In his fine green suit.

The potatoes look sweet

As they bop to the beat,

As everybody swings

And does their thing

Down at the coconut groove.
TEXT LEVEL WORK

· Read, discuss and clarify objectives with pupils

· Use picture to discuss possible content of poem, setting, characters

· Read poem to and with pupils

· Discuss features of poems, structure, rhyme, rhythm, alliteration, play on words

· Discuss content of poem, using pictures or actual fruits and vegetables from the 

Caribbean-Africa-Asia

· Use structures from poems as a basis for writing, by extending or substituting elements, inventing 

own lines, verses; to make class collections, illustrate with captions; to write own poems from initial 

jottings and words. 

WORD WORK 

Look at syllables in words in the poem, how many syllables in each word and line.

Does it make a difference to the rhythm of the poem?

SENTENCE LEVEL WORK

To be aware of the need for grammatical sense (coherence) and accuracy (agreement)- identify 

errors and suggest alternative constructions

What they doing - They are boogie-ing, What are the animals doing?, What is the weather like?

HOMEWORK/ACTIVITIES

Collect rhyming pairs and add more words with the same pattern ending

Collect alliterative words, make up own alliterative patterns

YEAR 2 TERM 3 c

WORKING WITH RIDDLES 

OBJECTIVES

·
To discuss meanings of words and phrases that create humour, and sound effects in 

poetry, e.g. nonsense poems, tongue twisters, riddles, and to classify poems into simple types; 

to make class anthologies.

·
When working on riddles it is useful for pupils to have examples of these things from 

their own cultural backgrounds, to compare with British riddles.

DEFINITION OF A RIDDLE

*A statement or question that is intentionally worded in a puzzling or misleading way.  

The earliest English riddles were mystifying poems, describing people or objects.

TEXT 

Jamaica Riddles

Riddle me this, Riddle me that

We used to tell each other riddles and tried to catch our friends out.  

These are some of them, can you solve them?

l. Red in, red out, four corners square.  What is it?


2.Two hairy, hairy meet at night. What are they?


3.Jig a room, jig a hall, and lean it up in a corner.  What is it?  

4.My mother sent me to buy feed for the fowls, wood, milk and 

cooking oil.  She only gave me a Gill or 1/4 farthing (about a penny) 

to buy all these things.  What would you do with so little money? 

How can you buy all those things? 

5.
Hell at the top, and hell at the bottom,  ‘Allelujah in the middle!

What is in the middle?

6. I have three children all of them have black heads.  

What is the answer?

7.Lick him, bang, him tush. What is it?  

8.When I was going up Mount. Olive, I heard the bells of heaven ring. 

It frighten man, it frighten beast and it caused the devil to break his 

chair.  What is it?   - 

Answers

l.

A brick

2.    eyelashes

3. 
broom

4. You buy a coconut, pour off the ‘milk’ [coconut water],  grate it and 

put some aside for the fowls,  squeeze the rest and out comes the oil. 

The shell and the husk can be burnt.

5. A pudding. In the old days people used to have outside ovens 

with fire at the top and fire at the bottom. A cake or pudding would 

be cooked in the middle.

6.   Ackee. This fruit of Jamaica

7.    Matches

8.    Thunder
Read riddles from a range of cultures with pupils.  Explore why riddles are different from poems etc.  

Define riddles

· Teacher and class to use objects around them to make up riddles.

· To find a definition of riddles.

· Listening & Speaking - tell each other's riddles or jokes they know or have collected.

· To use humorous verse as a structure; for pupils to write their own by adaptation mimicry or 

· substitution-, to invent own riddles, language puzzles, jokes, nonsense sentences etc.

· Make a class book of riddles and illustrate it.

· Put your riddles and proverbs on the Internet for others to share.
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