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	Strategy
	Purpose
	Description
	Examples

	1. Signing - building significance
	· To 'warm-up' a text

· To develop and deepen understanding

· To develop an active attitude to reading
	Dramatise a moment or significant object/event.

'I wonder what would happen if…'
	Pandora's Box - use a real box with treasures.

Text about the world being very precious - 'I wonder what would happen if we could hold the world in our hand?' 

Pass the world around the group.

	2. Putting the class in role
	· To understand things from others' view points

· To create real purpose

· To create excitement

· To change the status  of the teacher
	Run a short section of a lesson in role. 
	Newspaper focus: teacher takes on role of editor and pupils are the editing team, working to a deadline.

Macbeth: the class is Henchmen's artists working under Macbeth's dictatorship.

	3. Play scripts
	· To generate scripts 

· To understand dramatic conventions

· To explore characters feelings and actions


	Act out a simple event. 

Improvise and verbalise each action.

· generate dialogue

· Act out events

· Write events as a playscript 

· Change setting or mood
	'Coming down for breakfast'

Pupils improvise event and generate dialogue. 

Change mood - e.g. the night before there was a big fight and no-one is speaking

	4. Statues


	· To visualise events 

· To understand characters  and the impact of events in a story on the characters
	Make statues of characters in a story. Adapt the statues to reflect changes in the story.

Pupils could then create a title/plaque for the statue.
	Macbeth: pupils are statue makers and are creating a statue for outside the castle. 

Make statues to represent the faces of Macbeth. Create a title for each Statue.

	5.   Thought bubbles
	· To deepen understanding of characters and their actions.

· To develop an active attitude to reading
	Place a large thought bubble

above a character 

and discuss what

the character is

thinking and why.
	During role-play, stop the action, place the thought bubble over a character and ask the character to explain what they are thinking.

While reading an enlarged text, place the thought bubble over a character, pupils work in pairs to decide what the character is thinking.

	6.   Video freeze frame
	· To deepen understanding of plot, story structure and impact of events on the story.
	Act out a short scene from a play/story.

1 person (teacher or pupil) is the director. They can then stop the action, rewind or slow down the action. 

Discussion can then focus on events in the story, other pupils can ask characters questions.
	Formal language focus

Child enters Headteachers office: 

'hi mate' 

freeze action - discuss - rewind and try again

	7.   Mime with commentary
	· To understand the importance of actions/detail in stories/plays

· To develop an active attitude to reading
	Pupils mime a short section from a story/play. The teacher gives a commentary of events or pupils self-narrate. 
	Macbeth: act out the scene where Macbeth kills Duncan.

'He walks towards the king, he stops, his heart is pounding and his palms are sweating.' 


Also refer to:

 'NLS Engaging all Pupils' flier 2. This includes a description of 3 additional drama strategies

1. Role play

2. Hot seating

3. Freeze framing

The video: 'engaging all pupils' also includes examples of some of these strategies.







Reference: thanks to Peter Milne, EMAS Co-ordinator, Sebright School, for the ideas and strategies on this grid.









