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Progression in Phonics

Differentiation

In order to meet the needs of children working at different Steps you could:

1. Include games from two Steps in a session
For example: begin the session with a game from Step 3 and then focus on Step 4

2. Focus on two Steps during a game: for example, during ‘Match-me’ (Step 4) you could ask targeted children to match the initial letter (Step 2)

3. Give more able children an extension task
For example: writing all the words generated from a game on a whiteboard; completing a word sort in pairs from a higher ‘Step’

4. Teach the class in two attainment groups:

Train your Teaching Assistant so that s/he can teach a small group during the whole class teaching session (not always the lowest achieving children)

5. Plan follow-up activities for targeted children during the independent time (these could also be supported by your TA)

