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Step 2: Week 2, lesson 1


	‘Step by Step Phonics’

Detailed lesson plans to support whole class and/or group phonics teaching – based on ‘Progression in Phonics’

	Step Two – initial sounds
	Week 2 – lesson 1 

	By the end of this session the children will be able to: 

· hear and say /s/ and /m/ in initial position

· say a simple rhyming string
	Extension objective:

To write and read the graphemes ‘s’ and ‘m’

	Subject knowledge:

Phoneme: sound, e.g.  /s/ or /m/

Grapheme: letter(s) which represent a sound, e.g.  ‘s’ or ‘m’

Rhyming string: a series of words with same endings (fat, cat, rat, sat…)

	Resources:

A set of objects, some of which start with /s/ and /m/

Set of letter cards (5 or 6, including ‘s’ and ‘m’)

	Introduction


	Share the aims of the session

· Remind the children that they are listening to the phoneme at the beginning of the word (demonstrate ‘beginning’ using a child’s name).

· Practise the phoneme /s/ using an s-shaped hand action and the ‘sssss’ of a snake (use expression, actions, different voices and register, etc.)

· Remind the children to listen out for the new phoneme /m/

	Review


	Step 1: rhyming strings

· Make up rhyming strings using familiar words: cake, snake, shake, bake… can the children add to the list? If they suggest nonsense words, accept if they fit the pattern but point out that they’re not ‘real’ words: can we think of any that are real?

· Partners: ask the children to predict another word to fit the chant

	New learning


	Step 2: game – Jingles

Say a silly rhyming jingle, e.g. the clock sat on a rock wearing a…. Hold up two objects, one rhyming, one not (sock and toothbrush). Can the children identify which object you should choose to end the jingle? All children repeat the rhyming jingles. Repeat with another rhyme (the cat sat on the mat wearing a… candle or hat?) If possible, choose objects which also begin with /s/ or /m/

· Extension: record some of the words on the board – look at the graphemes ‘s’ and ‘m’; the children identify and circle

	Recap and making connections


	Ask the children to tell their partner the phonemes covered in the lesson, especially the new phoneme. Can the children think of a word which rhymes with…

Step 3: Flash cards

Reveal each letter – is it ‘s’? is it ‘m’? (yes= thumbs up; no=thumbs down) – say the phoneme and the grapheme.

Remind children of the objects starting with /s/ or /m/

Remind the children to look carefully at the first letter in words when reading and to listen carefully to the sound at the beginning of the words to see if they can spot any beginning with ‘s’ or ‘m’. 
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