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Detailed lesson plans to support whole class and/or group phonics teaching – based on ‘Progression in Phonics’.

	Step 5 - consonant clusters

- CCVC words
	Week One – Lesson 1



	By the end of this session the children should be able to:

hear and say phonemes within initial consonant clusters (segmenting), bl, cl, fl, gl, pl, sl and read and write initial clusters

	Subject knowledge:

Phoneme: sound, e.g. /b/c/f/g/p/s/l/

Grapheme: the letters which represent the phoneme, e.g. ‘t’ ‘b’ ‘sh’ 

Cluster:  two or three letters which ‘cluster’ together at the beginning or end of words

Initial consonant clusters: /bl/cl/fl/gl/pl/sl/

Segmenting phonemes for spelling and blending phonemes for reading

	Resources:

Flashcards: /b/c/f/g/p/s/l/

Whiteboards and pens (one per child)

	Introduction       

Review

New learning

Recap and 

making 

connections


	Share the aims of the session

Tell the children that they will be listening for two phonemes at the beginning of words today.  Remind children of vocabulary (consonant) and introduce cluster.

	
	Flashcards

Remind children of the initial phonemes /b/c/f/g/p/s/l/.  Hold up each flashcard in turn and ask the children in pairs to tell each other a word beginning with the phoneme you are holding.  Ask each pair to tell another pair the words they have thought of.  Check for accuracy by taking examples and write some of these on the whiteboard.



	
	Building Clusters

Give /b/ to one child and ask him/her to stand up and /l/ to another child who will stand beside him/her.  Teacher to say the individual phonemes and children to repeat.  Teacher to demonstrate using her hands to push (merge) the phonemes together to say the initial consonant  cluster /bl/, practice this several times, children should also make the hand action of pushing the phonemes together.  Ask children for examples of words beginning with /bl/ and scribe.  Repeat this with the other initial consonant clusters. Remember to use correct vocabulary

	
	Letter Formation

Individual whiteboards and pens.  Teacher to model directionality and size on white board and write consonant clusters /bl/cl/fl/gl/pl/sl/ , join up /cl/ and /fl/.  Children to say the initial consonant cluster as they write it on their whiteboards. 

Strategy check:

Remind children to look out for initial consonant clusters when reading new words and to say words they are trying to write slowly (stretching the word) so they can hear any initial clusters. 



	‘Step by Step Phonics’

Detailed lesson plans to support whole class and/or group phonics teaching – based on ‘Progression in Phonics’.

	Step 5 - consonant clusters

            - CCVC words
	Week One –Lesson 2



	By the end of this session the children should be able to:

hear and say phonemes within initial consonant clusters (segmenting), br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, tr and read and write initial clusters

	Subject knowledge:

Phoneme: sound, e.g. /b/c/d/f/g/p/r/                                                        

Grapheme: the letters which represent the phoneme, e.g. ‘b’ ‘c’ ‘sh’ 

Cluster:  two or three letters which ‘cluster’ together at the beginning or end of words

Initial consonant clusters: /br/cr/dr/fr/gr/pr/tr/

Segmenting phonemes for spelling and blending phonemes for reading 

	Resources:

Flashcards: /b/c/d/f/g/p/t/r/l/

Whiteboards and pens (one per child)

	Introduction

Review

New learning

Recap and 

making 

connections


	Share the aims of the session

Tell the children that they will be listening for two phonemes at the beginning of words today.  Remind children of vocabulary (initial consonant cluster) and write on the whiteboard some of the words children gave you yesterday, say them together and underline initial consonant cluster.

	
	Flashcards: /b/c/f/g/p/s/l/

Hold up two flashcards in turn e.g. /b/and /l/ and ask the children what initial consonant cluster this represents. Teacher to repeat the ‘cluster’ and choose individual children to say the ‘cluster’.  Repeat with /c/ and /l/, /p/and /l/, /s/ and /l/.   Write these four clusters on the board and ask individual children to give you words which begin with /bl/, /cl/, /pl/ and /sl/. 

	
	Building Clusters

Give /b/ to one child and ask them to stand up and /r/ to another child who will stand beside him/her.  Teacher to say the individual phonemes and children to repeat.  Teacher to demonstrate using her hands to push (merge) the phonemes together to say the cluster /br/, practice this several times, children should also make the hand action of pushing the phonemes together to say the initial cluster..  Ask children for examples of words beginning with /br/ and scribe.  Repeat this with the other clusters.

	
	Letter Formation

Individual whiteboards and pens.  Teacher to model directionality and size on white board and write consonant clusters /br/cr/dr/fr/gr/pr/tr/, join up /cr/, /dr/, /fr/ and /tr/.  Children to say the consonant cluster as they write it several times.

Strategy check:

Remind children to look out for initial consonant clusters when reading new words, say words they are trying to write slowly (stretching the word) so they can hear initial consonant clusters.


	‘Step by Step Phonics’

Detailed lesson plans to support whole class and/or group phonics teaching – based on ‘Progression in Phonics’.

	Step 5 - consonant clusters

           - CCVC words
	Week One – Lesson 3



	By the end of this session the children should be able to: 

 say a range of initial consonant clusters (segmenting) bl/cl/fl/gl/pl/sl/br/cr/dr/fr/gr/pr/tr/, read and write initial clusters and CCVC words

	Subject knowledge:

Phonemes:  sound, e.g. /b/c/d/f/g/p/s/t/l/r/

Graphemes:  letter/s which represent the phoneme, e.g. ‘b’ ‘c’ ‘sh’

Cluster:  two or three letters which ‘cluster’ together at the beginning or end of words

Consonant clusters: /bl/cl/fl/gl/pl/sl/br/cr/dr/fr/gr/pr/tr/

Segmenting phonemes for spelling and blending phonemes for reading

	Resources:

Cluster cards: /cl/pl/sl/cr/dr/
Puppet, bag and pictures/objects (6) with initial consonant clusters e.g. grapes, flag, plug, clip, frog.

	Introduction

Review

New learning

Recap and 

making 

connections


	Share the aims of the session with the children

Remind children that they have been learning to blend two phonemes to form consonant clusters, write the five clusters on the board e.g  /fr/br/gl/gr/fl/ and ask children in pairs to each think of one word for each consonant cluster.  Take examples from the children and complete word on the board.  Check for accuracy. 

	
	Cluster Cards: /cl/pl/sl/cr/dr/

Hold up each cluster card and say the cluster, ask children to repeat.  Go through each cluster card again and choose children to give you a word which begins with the initial consonant cluster.

Croaker

Explain that the puppet is finding it difficult to say some words.  Ask a child to take a picture/object out of the bag and tell everyone what it is.  The puppet pronounces it incorrectly (muddling or omitting one of the letters in the cluster) e.g. frog and puppet says fog, the children help the puppet to say the word correctly.  Continue with the other pictures/objects in the bag.  

	
	Phoneme Frame (Demo) – 4 phoneme frame

Say a word: clap, ask the children what consonant cluster they can hear at the beginning of the word.  Ask what two phonemes this represents – write in phoneme frame, continue with medial and final sounds.  Continue with these words: plug, slip, crab/crib/drip.

N.B. clusters are individual phonemes so they go in separate boxes c/l/a/p

	
	Strategy Check

Remind the children that they have been blending two phonemes to make a consonant cluster which will help them with their reading.  Ask the children to give you some examples from the previous two days, write these on the board and repeat it out loud. 

Remind children that they have been learning to segment phonemes in words so that they can hear the individual sounds  which will help them with spelling and writing.



	‘Step by Step Phonics’

Detailed lesson plans to support whole class and/or group phonics teaching – based on ‘Progression in Phonics’.

	Step 5 - consonant clusters

           - CCVC words
	Week One – Lesson 4



	By the end of this session the children should be able to:

say a range of initial consonant clusters /sc/sk/sl/sm/sn/sp/squ/st/sw/

 (segmenting), read and write initial clusters and CCVC words

	Subject knowledge:

Phoneme: /s/c/k/l/m/n/p/qu/t/w/                                             

Grapheme: say the letters which represent the phonemes

Cluster:  two or three letters which ‘cluster’ together at the beginning or end of words

Initial consonant clusters: /sc/sk/sl/sm/sn/sp/squ/st/sw/

Segmenting phonemes for spelling and blending phonemes for reading

	Resources:

Cluster cards:  bl, cl, fl, gl, pl, sl,br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, tr

Flashcards: /s/c/k/l/m/n/p/qu/t/w/                        

Whiteboards and pens (one per child)

	Introduction

Review

New learning

Recap and 

making 

connections


	Share the aims of the session

Tell the children that they will be listening for two phonemes at the beginning of words today.  Remind children of vocabulary (initial consonant cluster) and write on the whiteboard some of the words children gave you yesterday, say them together and underline initial consonant cluster.

	
	Cluster Cards 

Remind children of the initial consonant clusters they have learned in the previous sessions. Hold up each cluster card in turn (select 6 from resources) and ask the children in pairs to tell each other a word beginning with the initial consonant cluster you are holding.  Ask each pair to tell another pair the words they have thought of.  Check for accuracy by taking examples and write some of these on the whiteboard.

	
	Building Clusters

Give /s/ to one child and ask them to stand up and /c/ to another child who will stand beside him/her.  Teacher to say the individual phonemes and children to repeat.  Teacher to demonstrate using her hands to push (merge) the phonemes together to say the cluster /sc /, practice this several times, children should also make the hand action (pushing sounds together).  Ask children for examples of words beginning with /sc / and scribe.  Repeat this with the other clusters.

	
	Letter Formation

Individual whiteboards and pens.  Teacher to model directionality and size on white board and write consonant clusters /sc/sk/sl/sm/sn/sp/squ/st/sw/.  Children should say the consonant cluster as they write it several times.

Strategy check:

Remind children to look out for initial consonant clusters when reading new words, and say the words they are trying to write slowly (stretching the word) so they can hear initial consonant clusters.


	‘Step by Step Phonics’

Detailed lesson plans to support whole class and/or group phonics teaching – based on ‘Progression in Phonics’.

	Step 5 - consonant clusters

           - CCVC words
	Week One – Lesson 5


	By the end of this session the children should be able to:

say a range of initial consonant clusters: /bl/cl/fl/gl/pl/sl/br/cr/dr/fr/gr/pr/tr//sc/sk/sl/sm/sn/sp/squ/st/sw/

 (segmenting), read and write initial clusters and CCVC words

	Subject knowledge:

Phoneme:  sound, e.g. /b/c/s/p/m/f/n/l/r/                                            

Grapheme: the letter/s which represent the phoneme, e.g. ‘b’ ‘c’ ‘sh’

Cluster:  two or three letters which ‘cluster’ together at the beginning or end of words

Initial consonant clusters: /bl/cl/fl/gl/pl/sl/br/cr/dr/fr/gr/pr/tr/sc/sk/sm/sn/sp/squ/st/sw/

Segmenting phonemes for spelling and blending phonemes for reading

	Resources:

Flashcards:/ b/c/s/p/m/f/n/l/r/                                                                     

Puppet, bag and pictures/objects (6) – snake, smile, crown, slide, clown

Whiteboards and pens (one per pair)

	Introduction

Review

New learning

Recap and 

making 

connections


	Share the aims of the session with the children

Remind children that they have been learning to blend two phonemes to form initial consonant clusters, write the five clusters (/br/fr/fl/sm/sl/) on the board and ask children in pairs to each think of one word for each consonant cluster.  Take examples from the children and complete word on the board.  Check for accuracy. 

	
	Flashcards (2 letters to make one cluster)

Hold up two flashcards and choose a child to tell you the ‘cluster’ ask children to repeat.  Ask another child to tell you a word which begins with the cluster.  Repeat with other pairs of flashcards e.g. /bl/cr/sn/sc/pl/

	
	Croaker

Explain that the puppet is finding it difficult to say some words.  Ask a child to take a picture/object out of the bag and tell everyone what it is.  The puppet pronounces it incorrectly (muddling or omitting one of the letters in the cluster), e.g. brick and puppet says birck.  The children help the puppet to say the word correctly.  Continue with the other pictures/objects in the bag e.g. snake, crown, smile, slide, clown

Phoneme Frame (Demo and Show Me)

Say a word: frog; ask the children what consonant cluster they can hear at the beginning of the word.  Ask what two phonemes this represents – write in phoneme frame, continue with medial and final sounds.  Repeat with another word: stop.  Children to work in pairs using their whiteboards, teacher says the word and children write it down.  Partner to check spelling, hold up boards for teacher to check.  Children to take turns writing words on the whiteboards. 

e.g. slip, spit, trap, Fred

	
	Dictation

Tell the children you are going to say two sentences and they are going to write them on their whiteboards.  Encourage children to say the sentence and re-read after writing each word.  Repeat the sentence at least three times.

Sentence 1:  Did the frog slip or trip?

Sentence 2:  A crab can spit on a flag.

Strategy Check 

Remind children to look out for initial consonant clusters when reading new words, say words they are trying to write slowly (stretching the word) so they can hear initial consonant clusters.


Step 5: Week 1 – Lesson 5, cont. 
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Step 5: Week 1, Lesson 4





Step 5: Week 1 – Lesson 3
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Step 5: Week 1 – Lesson 1








