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Step 6: Week 1 – lesson 1

	‘Step by Step Phonics’ 

Detailed lessons plans to support whole class and/or group phonics teaching - based on ‘Progression in Phonics’ 

	Step 6: one representation of each of the 10 long vowel phonemes
	Week 1 - Lesson 1

	By the end of this session the children 

should be able to: 

identify the long /ae/ phoneme and know one possible spelling
	

	Subject knowledge: 

Long vowel phonemes: /ae/ as in play rain and rate

Digraph – two letters which represent one sound, e.g. ‘oa’ ‘ee’

Grapheme: letter/s which represent the sound, e.g. ‘oa’ 

	Resources: 



	Introduction 
	Share the aims of the session

Tell the children that they are beginning a new ‘Step’ for phonics and in this ‘Step’ they will learn 10 long vowel phonemes. 

Explain that there are different ways of spelling the long vowel phonemes and that they are going to learn just one possible spelling first. 

	Review 
	Step 4 – short vowels 

Remind the children that they already know the five short vowel phonemes. Ask the children to name the five vowels in pairs. 

Record them on the board. Remember the sound of each phoneme.

Now ask the children to think of two words which contain each short vowel phoneme. 

Share these are record them on the board, under each vowel. 

	New learning
	/ae/ - spelling pattern to learn ‘ai’ 

Explain that in this lesson they will be focusing on the long /ae/ phoneme. Tell the children that the long /ae/ phoneme makes its name /ae/. (acorn). Practise saying the phoneme and discuss a way the children can remember it.  

Spot the phoneme

Read the following sentences to the children. 

I caught a train to Spain in the rain. There was hail and wind and we had to wait because someone hadn’t paid for the trip. 

Ask them to listen for all the words which have /ae/ in them. Share the words they hear in pairs and then as a whole class. Now read it again and ask them to say the phoneme /ae/ and to make the letter ‘a’ with their fingers each time they hear the phoneme.

Write the sentences on the board. Highlight the words with long /ae/ in them. 

Write the word r/ai/n in a phoneme frame and ask the children which letters make the long /ae/ 

	Recap and making connections
	Ask the children to tell their partner the phoneme covered in the lesson and the one possible spelling they have learnt today. 

Read the words with the long /ae/ on the board. 

Can they think of another two words? 

If they suggest a word that is spelled either ‘ay’ or ‘a-e’ record them in a separate list. Reinforce that these words do have a long /ae/ in them but they are spelled differently. 

Remind the children to listen carefully for words which contain the long /ae/ when writing. 
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