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Step 6: Week 1 – lesson 3

	‘Step by Step Phonics’ 

Detailed lessons plans to support whole class and/or group phonics teaching - based on ‘Progression in Phonics’ 

	Step 6: one representation of each of the 10 long vowel phonemes
	Week 1 - Lesson 3

	By the end of this session the children 

should be able to: 

identify the long /ai/ phoneme and know one possible spelling (ai)

identify the long /ee/ phoneme and know one possible spelling (ee)
	

	Subject knowledge: 

Long vowel phonemes: /ae/ as in play rain and rate; /ee/ as in sweet, heat, thief and these
Digraph – two letters which represent one sound, e.g. ‘oa’ ‘ee’

Grapheme: letter/s which represent the sound, e.g. ‘oa’ 

	Resources: 

White boards and markers (1 between 2)

Large A4 cards for full circle game: r, n, d, l, b, p, g, a, t, m, f, ai (1 card)

	Introduction 
	Share the aims of the session

Remind the children that they are working on a new ‘Step’ for phonics and in this ‘Step’ they will learn 10 long vowel phonemes. 

Explain that there are different ways of spelling the long vowel phonemes and that they are going to learn just one possible spelling first. 

Ask the children to tell their partner which long vowel phoneme was covered in the last session and how we learnt to spell it. Ask them to remember one word with the long /ae/ phoneme.

Record the words on the board which contain the spelling pattern ‘ai’. Read these together. 

Introduce the long /ee/. Remind the children that like the long /ae/, the long /ee/ makes the sound of its name ‘ee’. Ask the children to make  an ‘e’ with their forefinger and thumb and to say the ‘ee’ phoneme. Think of a clever way to remember /ee/. 


	Review 
	/ae/ full circle game. 

Give out the letter cards to children. Ask a targeted group to record the words on whiteboards. Read out each word, ask the children with the appropriate letters to come up the front to make the word (others will need to sit down).

Read each phoneme as a class and then blend the phonemes together to read the words. 

rain, pain, gain, again, gail, tail, mail, frail, rail, raid, paid, braid, rain

	New learning
	Spot the phoneme Spot the phoneme

Read the following sentences to the children. 

Last week I went along the creek to the garden. I saw a green weed under my feet. I planted a seed very deep. 

Ask them to listen for all the words which have /ee/ in them. Share the words they hear in pairs and then as a whole class. Now read it again and ask them to say the phoneme /ee/ and to make the letter ‘e’ with their fingers each time they hear the phoneme.

Write the sentences on the board. Highlight the words with long /ee/ in them. 

Write the word w/ee/k in a phoneme frame and ask the children which letters make the long /ee/ phoneme. 

	Recap and making connections
	Ask the children to tell their partner the two long phonemes covered in the lesson and the one possible spelling they have learnt. Ask them to remember two words containing ‘ai’ and ‘ee’

Record these on the board. 

If they suggest a word with /ae/ which is spelled either ‘ay’ or ‘a-e’ or a word with /ee/ which is spelled either ‘ea’ ‘ie’ or ‘e-e’ record them in a separate list. Reinforce that these words do have a long /ae/ or /ee/ in them but they are spelled differently. 

Remind the children to look carefully for words containing ‘ai’ and ‘ee’ when reading and to listen carefully for words which contain the long vowel phonemes when writing. 
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