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Step 7: Week 2 – lesson 1

	‘Step by Step Phonics’ 

Detailed lessons plans to support whole class and/or group phonics teaching - based on ‘Progression in Phonics’ 

	Step 7: the range of spellings for the 10 long vowel phonemes
	Week 2 - Lesson 1

	By the end of this session the children 

should be able to: 

generate a range of words containing the long /ee/ phoneme 
	

	Subject knowledge: 

Long vowel phonemes: /ae/ as in play rain and rate; /ee/ as in sweet, heat, thief
Digraph – two letters which represent one sound, e.g. ‘oa’ ‘ee’

Grapheme: letter/s which represent the sound, e.g. ‘oa’ 

	Resources: 

Revising phonemes card (resource sheet 1 - enlarge to A3 and laminate)

Whiteboards and markers (1 between 2)

A3 version of the text (resource sheet 2)

Alphabet and cluster cards to help the children generate rhyming words 

	Introduction 
	Share the aims of the session

Remind the children that they now know 10 different vowel phonemes and one possible way to spell each one. 

Put up an enlarged copy of ‘revising phonemes’ and quickly recap on the phonemes. The teacher and children can point at random phonemes, for the others to verbalise. 

Remind the children that they learned three possible ways to spell the long a /ae/ phoneme last week. In pairs ask the children to remember the three spellings  

	Review 
	Phoneme frame explain that they are new going to write words containing the long /ae/ on their phoneme frames which are spelled with either ‘ay’ or ‘ai’ (not the words containing the split vowel digraph as these won’t fit into a phoneme frame)
Demonstrate first. 

Draw four boxes and remind the children that one phoneme goes in each box. 

Begin with the word stay. Say the word; segment it into phonemes s/t/ay; ask the children to help you write each phoneme in the phoneme frame. Remind them that the /ae/ phoneme is at the end of the word so it will probably be spelled ‘ay’

Repeat with b/ai/l 

Now ask the children to work in pairs and to write: 

g/ai/n, s/ay. m/ai/l, s/p/ai/n, p/ay

Split vowel digraph

Write the word ‘bake’ on the board. Ask the children which two letters make the /ae/ phoneme. Remind the children that the ‘k’ is splitting the a and e, but it is still the two letters together which make the /ae/ phoneme. 

Now ask the children to rub out their phoneme frame and to write the following words containing the split vowel digraph /ae/:

Make, made, same, scale 

	New learning
	/ee/ - identifying the different ways of spelling the long /ee/

Explain that in this lesson they will be focusing on the long /ee/ phoneme. 

Spot the phoneme

Read the children the following text and ask them to listen for the long /ee/

I climb the steep peak. I need to sleep and I feel weak. I don’t want to let my team down, so I keep running. I would never cheat. I read the sign by the creak – three miles to go! I shriek and fall in a heap. 

Ask the children to tell their partner two words in the text which contain the long /ee/

Read the text again and this time ask the children to say /ee/ every time they hear the /ee/ phoneme.

Now put the text on the board and highlight all the words containing the long /ee/. Remind the children that they are identifying words which contain the long /ee/ phoneme – not just words with the letter ‘e’. 

	recap and making connections
	Ask the children to tell their partner the phoneme covered in the lesson and to remember three words containing the long /ee/ phoneme.  

Explain that in the next lesson they will look more closely at the different ways to spell the long /ee/ phoneme

Remind the children to look and listen carefully for words which contain the long /ee/ when reading and writing. 
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