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Step 7: Week 2 – lesson 5

	‘Step by Step Phonics’ 

Detailed lessons plans to support whole class and/or group phonics teaching - based on ‘Progression in Phonics’ 

	Step 7: the range of spellings for the 10 long vowel phonemes
	Week 2 - Lesson 5

	By the end of this session the children 

should be able to: 

identify the range of spellings for the long /ee/ phoneme

to read and write words containing the long /ee/ phoneme 
	

	Subject knowledge: 

Long vowel phonemes: /ae/ as in play rain and rate; /ee/ as in sweet, heat, thief
Digraph – two letters which represent one sound, e.g. ‘oa’ ‘ee’

Grapheme: letter/s which represent the sound, e.g. ‘oa’ 

	Resources: 

Whiteboards and markers (1 between 2)

Word cards from ‘rhyming word generation’ 

	Introduction 
	Share the aims of the session

Explain that in this lesson they are going to look at some of the tricky words containing the long /ee/ phoneme

Remember the two possible ways to spell the long /ee/ phoneme. 

	Review 
	Flashcards

Read words from day 3

	New learning
	Tricky words 

Explain that it is often difficult to know whether the /ee/ phoneme is spelled with ‘ee’ or ‘ea’. 

There are also some words which sound the same but have different meanings and spellings. 

Write the words: meat and meet on the board. 

Read the words together. Are they both correct?

What do they mean? Use dictionaries if necessary.

How can we remember which is which? We ‘eat’ meat
Repeat with ‘week and weak’ and ‘leek and leak’ 

Other spellings – did we find any other spellings of the phoneme /ee/?

Remind the children of the word ‘shriek’ from the story on day 1. 

How do we spell the long /ee/ 

Write the words: piece, niece, and thief on the board

Which letters are making the long /ee/ in these words? 

	Recap and making connections
	Dictation 

Explain that you are going to read sentences and they are going to write in on their whiteboards (having turns at scribing). 

Model this first: 

Sentence: the team had a meal as a treat 

Say the sentence; say the sentence again to help you remember every word. 

Write each word; verbalising how you attempt words with a long vowel phoneme “ ‘team’– I can hear t/ee/m; the /ee/ is most likely to be spelled ‘ee’ or ‘ea’. I think that I remember that it is ‘ea’”

“‘ treat’ I can hear 4 phonemes t/r/ea/t – I can also hear the word ‘eat’ and I know how to spell that. I think I just need to add ‘tr’”

Re-read the sentence after each word. 

Now ask the children to write the sentences:

· Today I clean my feet

· I eat treats every week (tell the children how to spell every)

Remind the children to look for the different spellings of the long /ee/ when reading and to listen carefully for words which contain the long /ee/ when writing.


Make a display of words containing the long /ee/ 
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