Improvement Session for Playscripts
	
	Suggestions for Improving Playscripts

	Layout and Organisation
	· Review play extracts and checklist.  Children usually remember many of the features of layout however it might be helpful to have an incorrect model which could be corrected.

	Stage Directions
	· Very often children forget to put these in at all or give very few details.  Explain why these are important i.e. they tell the actors what to do.  This is easy to demonstrate with a script which has no stage directions and will generate a good discussion of what to include.

	Dialogue
	· Link to layout.
· Emphasise the importance of moving the drama on without being too wordy or static and how it links to what the actors are doing.

· It is also helpful not to have too many characters involved in each scene.

	Punctuation
	· Punctuation helps the actors to say their lines as the writer intended.  Remind children how and when to use question marks and exclamation marks.  
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