Improvement Sessions for Narrative Writing
	
	Suggested Text Level Improvements

	Sequencing
	· Circle activities for storying e.g. from notes given by the teacher on character, setting and problem or from previous tasks.  The children should sit in a circle and story is developed orally by each child taking a turn to add to the story.  Children who are reluctant to take part are listening participants.  

	Planning
	· Practice planning stories quickly using different stimiuli e.g. paintings, photographs, tasks, children offering ideas.  Use story mountain or flow chart to make notes on how to sequence a written plan.  Children need experience of retelling their story orally from their plan.

	Openings
	· Review the checklist for different ways of starting a story to ‘hook the reader’.  Using a story plot which has been planned ask children to work in pairs to write different opening paragraphs for the same story.  Some pairs could start with dialogue, others could begin with a question, description of setting etc.

	Endings
	· Review the checklist to analyse different ways of ending a story.  Take a known short story e.g. from Narrative Writing Unit and change the ending.  Allow different pairs to use different ways to do this.

	Characters
	· Demonstrate how to develop characters by the things they say and do.  Find examples of characterisation in known stories and analyse these orally.  Try ‘hotseating’ and Q&A  - model how to get into role.  Try short writing activities which tell us about a character based on their thoughts and actions as well as what they say.

	Setting
	· Find examples of settings from known stories, pictures or photographs and analyse how they contribute to a story e.g. building tension, safety, familiarity.  Practice short writing tasks which encourage the children to ‘set the scene’ for different genres.

	Figurative Language
	· Ensure children’s understanding of simile and metaphor by agreeing a definition for each.  Identify examples of simile and metaphor which writers have used to create a mood or an impression of character/setting using familiar texts.  Liken a person to an animal e.g a rabbit.  He moved timidly towards………  His face twitched as he spoke.  Try this with different themes trying to use consistent similes and metaphors to develop characterisation.
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	Suggested Sentence Level Improvements

	Direct Speech
	· Pick up any novel from the bookshelf, pass some out to children and locate direct speech.  It will always be represented the say way – explain that this is to help the reader by separating prose from direct speech.  Practice setting out i.e. always a new line for a new speaker and when beginning direct speech.  Always start with a capital letter once speech marks are opened and always close with a punctuation mark before closing speech marks.  Demonstrate on whiteboard and allow children to practice on their whiteboards.

	Indirect Speech/Reported Speech
	· Many children find it difficult to stop using direct speech once they have started.  Explain what is meant by reported speech – demonstrate how to change direct speech into reported speech.  Short writing activities which allow them to practice changing direct speech to reported speech will support their understanding.

	Complex Sentences
	· This may be better explained by reviewing all three types of sentences i.e simple, compound and complex.  Once this is understood practice identifying complex sentences in enlarged texts e.g. Narrative Writing Unit.  Practice with ‘Silly Sentence’ activities.

	Other punctuation marks such as commas, brackets and ellipsis
	· Children often have difficulty using commas in writing other than lists.  The most useful advice is that they signal to the reader when to pause ultimately to help with meaning making.  Practice with oral games where children prepare sentences in their head and say them aloud – another child should identify where the comma would go i.e. where the pause came.  Also practice on whiteboards with children writing sentences for one another and identifying where to put a comma.
· Brackets add more information to a sentence – demonstrate how the sentence can stand alone without the information in brackets.  Use examples from enlarged texts.
· Children are getting better at using ellipsis in storywriting and usually it is to indicate omission or some kind of interruption in the story marked by dots……    It’s a stylistic choice by the writer.  Look at different examples of this kind of ellipsis and ask children to explain why the writer has made this choice and what impact this has on the reader.
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