	Lesson Plan for Descriptive Narrative
	Whole Class – Mixed Ability

	Learning Objectives:
· Read and assess task

· Understand that powerful description creates imagery

· To understand how to introduce characters
	Resources: Copy of Task, image of castle, planning sheet

	Writing Outcomes:
· Planning description of setting using five senses.
· Introduce characters.
· Completed opening for extended story.
	

	Preparation for Writing
Children should be positioned with a talking partner/mixed ability pairs.  Get one partner from each pair to sit with their backs to the board and show the image of the castle to the other partner and describe it in detail – including how it makes them feel.  Hide the image again and ask some of the partners who have not seen the image to describe it.  Show the image.  Was it what they were expecting?

Now ask the children what would change if the picture were of the same scene but in the middle of winter. Take suggestions and write on board.

Read the task carefully together and be sure that everyone understands the instructions.

Now ask the children to imagine/create two characters who are going to be in this story and perhaps some reasons for visiting the castle in the middle of winter.

Ask for volunteers to get into role (hotseating)as one of the characters and ask different pairs to think about questions to ask e.g.

· What can you see?

· Can you hear anything?

· Describe how you are feeling right now?

Other children may want to take turns at this or they could do this with a partner.

Remind children that they have been asked to introduce the characters – how could they do this?

· Who are they?

· What are the characters doing there?
Ask children to spend some time setting out their ideas on the planning sheet making sure they cover all senses and encouraging the use of powerful adjectives and verbs

	Independent Writing Time
Some children will need further support either through shared writing or using a writing frame.

Remind the children that this is a very descriptive piece of writing and they will need to think about all five senses.  They should also think about how characters are portrayed through dialogue.  The focus of the plenary will be on description.

	Plenary
Allow children to finish off their sentences and read through their work checking that it all makes sense and that sentences are demarcated and capital letters are used for character names VCOP.
Share examples of good description asking children to comment/critique these.

(10mins)


Two visitors arrive at this castle in the middle of winter.

Your task is to write the opening of a story which includes a detailed description of the setting and explains what the characters are doing there.

Think about:

· Where this castle is

· How it would be different in the middle of winter

· Who the characters are

· Why they have arrived at the castle

· Writing a detailed description using some or all of your senses
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