The Pathway Through The Forest – Improvement Session
Aim:  To improve descriptive writing.

Step 1

Look at Shared Text 1 and ask the children to read it through independently.  Next ask the children to discuss the writing with a partner thinking about the following questions:

· Do you find the description interesting as a reader?

· What do you notice about the description?

· What does the description tell us about how the characters are feeling?

Take feedback from the children.

The children may say that it is interesting but hopefully they will notice that it is presented like a list rather then as a narrative.  Also it doesn’t tell us anything about the characters’ feelings about the setting.

Step 2

Look at Shared Text 2 and repeat the activity for Step 1.  They will notice that the description of the setting is much more successful at creating atmosphere.

In their own writing they should try to include the characters’ response to the setting in order to improve descriptive writing.

(10 – 15 minutes)

Step 3

Children should work independently on their own improvement session.  Support those children who need help composing sentences independently.  Remind children to read through their work at the end of the session to check sentences are making sense, capital letters are used for names and speech punctuation is used for dialogue.

(15 minutes)

NB An alternative idea would be to listen to sounds from ‘google sounds’ and ask the children how it makes them feel.  Practice capturing this in writing thinking about simile and metaphor.
Shared Text 1 – The Path
The leaves were filtering out the sun to make the pathway seem quite dark.  The wind rustled the leaves.  The trees cast eerie shadows on the ground.  It was difficult to follow the path in the fading light.  There was a smell of rotting leaves in the air.  Up ahead the children could see a big white castle.

Shared Text 2 – The Path
The trees created a canopy of darkness over the path making it seem colder than it really was.  The children instinctively moved closer together helping them also to feel brave enough to carry on walking.  The wind shook the trees creating a blizzard of falling leaves as the children stumbled onwards.  All of a sudden an owl hooted making them jump.  A terrible smell from the rotting plants filled their nostrils.

Now they had reached a clearing, they could see what was looming up ahead of them; an enormous castle. 
Kerry Scott Oct 2007

