Diary Entry – Improvement Session
Aims:

· Review the features of diary genre

· Identify and use time connectives in writing

· To know that a conclusion to a diary entry usually includes a time for reflection.

Step 1

Review the features of a diary entry
· Use the example texts to identify the differences between diary writing and narrative.

· Make a checklist of the features of diary writing (attached).

Step 2

Time Connectives
· What are they?  Come up with a shared definition e.g. Words or phrases to start new sentences that relate to time.
Examples:  Minutes later……………

                   Later that evening………….

                   In the early hours of the morning…………

· Make a class list to display of time connectives and display on your working wall, encourage children to use as part of their improvement session.

Step 3
Conclusion

· There is usually a time for reflection in the conclusion of a diary entry.  Look at the example text.  Ask the children to discuss with a partner what their worst mistake was and encourage them to reflect on what they might have learned from this.  Share examples.

Examples:  Listen to my mum in future.

                   Always tell people where I am going.

                   Try to sort out my problems in a more peaceful way.

Step 4
· Tutorial children will have a planned improvement to write

· Remaining children could re-write their conclusion to make it more reflective.

Diary Features

· 1st Person writing

· Past Tense

· Chatty/informal style

· Reported speech

· Use of time connectives

· Conclusion which includes some reflective writing
Our Day Out
Hi Diary

One day my mum came in and told me that we were going on a trip to the seaside.  I’d always wanted to go there so I got really excited.

I got ready and put on my pink skirt and matching pink t-shirt and my red sandals.  I packed my swimming kit into my bag.

We went to the train station and while we were waiting for the train, a man came up and said to my mum, “Hope you’re not waiting for the seaside train, ‘cos it’s been cancelled.”

“Why?” asked my mum

“There’s a hurricane coming!” he answered as he quickly rushed off.

We all got our things together and rushed home. We got here just in time.  It’s blowing a gale outside right now!

Is this a diary entry or a story?

How do you know?

What can you remember about the features of a diary?
Our Day Out
Hi Diary

I’ve just had the worst day ever but it was supposed to be great!  It all started when mum came in and told us to get ready because we were going to the seaside.  I was really excited and I picked out my best summer clothes and packed my swimming kit.

A little while later, we arrived at the station but were told that all trains had been cancelled because a hurricane was on its way.  We couldn’t believe our luck!  We all jumped in the car and rushed home as quick as possible.

Mum said we could have our picnic on the living room floor as a treat and we ate it while the wind crashed things about outside!

I hope everyone will be alright if they are outside today.  I know one thing though, I won’t forget this day in a hurry!
Kerry Scott Oct 2007

