Improvement Session for Narrative
Aims:

· To know and understand how to set out and punctuate direct speech correctly

· To create dialogue and use direct speech successfully in my writing

Step 1

Ask the class for a definition of direct speech (many children may be unfamiliar with the name and it also helps clarify a shared understanding of the term)

What is direct speech?  Only words which are spoken aloud in dialogue/conversation not how they were said or who they were said by.

How do we show this in pictures e.g. storyboard?  Discuss speech bubbles, show examples if you have some or make one up.
How do we show this in writing?  We use speech punctuation.

What does this look like?

In pairs/threes look at direct speech in some class novels.  Firstly locate direct speech, make notes on what the children tell you.  Ask the children to find another example – is it the same?

Setting out direct speech
1. New line whenever you begin direct speech 
2. Open speech marks

3. Always begin speech with a capital letter (it is like starting a new sentence)

4. Always use a punctuation mark before closing direct speech – only 4 possible:      , . ! ?
5. Take a new line when a new speaker begins to speak

(10 minutes)
Step 2
Read out the start of a short story (on the next page) and explain to the children that they will be working in pairs to create dialogue between the brother and sister.  Give the children a few minutes to discuss what might be said and share some examples with the class (inspiration!).  Decide who will be the brother and who will be the sister and compose dialogue.  Ask children to think specifically about the direct speech – remind them of your shared list for setting out direct speech and ask children to write dialogue on their whiteboards.  Hold up whiteboards – check.  Share some examples.

(10 minutes)
Step 3
· Tutorial children will have an improvement session planned for them

· Remaining children write some dialogue between the characters in their short story or rewrite a piece of dialogue which has been incorrectly set out.
(15 minutes)

A Terrible Place
Remon and Nichola knocked loudly on the door of number 78.  There was no answer.  It had been Remon’s idea to knock.  He was delaying the inevitable.  It wasn’t totally impossible for someone to have moved into the old house while they had been at school.  Crazy things do happen!  Just not to me Remon thought miserably.  Why had he promised?  Why was Nichola so determined to explore number 78?  As Remon struggled desperately to come up with an excuse to go home Nichola tugged at his jacket.
“
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