The Portal – Improvement Session
Aim:  To improve descriptive writing.

Step 1

Ask the children to discuss their writing with a partner thinking about the following questions:

· Do you find the description interesting as a reader?

· What do you notice about the description?

· What does the description tell us about how the characters are feeling?

Take feedback from the children.

The children may say that it is interesting but hopefully they will notice that it is presented like a list rather then as a narrative.  Also it doesn’t tell us anything about the characters’ feelings about the setting.

Step 2

In their own writing they should try to include the characters’ response to the setting in order to improve descriptive writing.

(10 – 15 minutes)

Step 3

Children should work independently on their own improvement session.  Support those children who need help composing sentences independently.  Remind children to read through their work at the end of the session to check sentences are making sense, capital letters are used for names and speech punctuation is used for dialogue.

(15 minutes)

NB An alternative idea would be to listen to sounds from ‘google sounds’ and ask the children how it makes them feel.  Practice capturing this in writing thinking about simile and metaphor.
