Y6 Writing Tutorials – Guidance for Teachers and Tutors

Each fortnightly individual writing tutorial follows a whole class writing session, during which the children complete a set writing task. This writing session should be an additional writing session and not one of the class ‘literacy hour’ writing sessions. 

The initial session is a writing test based on the Y5 optional SATs long writing task and should be conducted under test conditions. This will give the teacher a baseline from which to measure progress. We have planned the genre of the other tasks in conjunction with the Y5 summer term and Y6 autumn term medium term plan. The order of the tasks can be changed to suit the class programme. There is also a final writing assessment the week before the end of the autumn term. 
Suggested timetable 

Year 5 – summer term 
	Task 1 – test 
	Task 2
	Task 3
	Task 4

	Wk beg. 

9th May  
	Wk beg.

23rd May 
	Wk beg.

13th June 
	Wk beg.

27th June 

	Y5 optional SATs 

Long writing task  
	 Narrative – stories from other cultures 
	 Persuasion

Leaflets  
	 Persuasion 

Complaint letter 


Year 6 – autumn term 

	Task 1 
	Task 2
	Task 3
	Task 4
	Task 5
	Task 6 
	Test 

	Wk beg. 

12th Sept 
	Wk beg.

26th Sept 
	Wk beg.

10th Oct 
	Wk beg.

31st Oct 
	Wk beg.

14th Nov 
	Wk beg.

28th Nov 
	Wk beg. 

12th Dec 

	Narrative – story structure 
	Narrative – characters 
	Play – TV/film 
	Journalistic writing – newspaper report 
	Narrative – adventure 
	Biography/ autobiography 
	The New World – QCA sample long task


Mark scheme for tutors: 

The initial assessment task, ‘Meeting Oran’, will be marked using the QCA mark scheme. This will give marks in the three bands, which can be used to measure progress against the writing task completed at the end of the programme ‘The New World’.  Both of the QCA tasks have a dedicated mark scheme (see book 2).
Use the generic marking sheets (back of book 2), which link the NC levels and the QCA bands, when marking al other the writing tasks. There is a separate sheet for narrative and non-narrative. The levels are broken down into 3c, 3b and 3a. Also included is a mark scheme sheet for level 1c to 2a. Use one sheet per piece of writing. Highlight on the sheet what the child can do and identify one target. Highlight successes in the writing, if possible linked to previous target, and asterisk one example where the child could improve the writing in relation to the targets. Record the target for the child and share targets with the teacher. 
Teaching the writing session

The focus of the writing session is on ‘teaching’ not ‘testing’. Only the initial and final assessment tasks should be conducted under test-like conditions. 

It is important that children are taught how to: 

· Read and comprehend the writing task

· Select the purpose, audience and form for the task

· Plan their writing 

· Write the task, remembering the plan, purpose, audience and form

· Evaluate and improve their own writing 

It may be necessary to complete a pre-teaching session for the whole class or a group of pupils on a particular area, for example, completing a plan. You may consider scaffolding some of the initial tasks, for example, pre-preparing a plan for the children of completing the initial paragraph together as a class. 

TEACHING THE WRITING SESSION - A suggested teaching sequence: 

Introduction: read the task; use paired work to ensure the children understand the context and task 

Identify the PURPOSE, AUDIENCE, and FORM (paired and group discussion) 

Record these on the board 

Links to Reading: recap on the text features of the specific genre. Look at a model of the writing and identify some of the key features. Initially you may need to spend some time on this section of the lesson. Leading up to SATs, you will expect the children to recap on these features as a quick paired activity. 
Planning: model how to plan the task. Over time, you will reduce the amount of teacher modelling and expect the children to complete the planning with only prompts from the teacher (they could do this in pairs or individually)

Shared writing: model writing a section of the task, using the plan and revisiting the audience, purpose and form. 

· ‘Think aloud’ remember to explain to the children what you are doing and why. Encourage the children to reflect on what you have written and to add ideas and suggestions. 
· Paired writing: ask the children to write a section of text in pairs. 

Independent writing: children complete the writing task

Plenary: using a sample of writing (from a child or pre-prepared by the teacher), model reviewing the writing. Check the plan and revisit the task. 

Children then work in pairs editing and improving their own writing. 

Once the tutorials are underway, the plenary session should focus on writing targets from the previous session. The teacher can model evaluating own work in relation to targets and then children should evaluate their own work and progress they have made since the last session. 

DIFFERENTIATION / ACCESS: some children will need the task to be differentiated in order to access the writing. Some useful strategies may be:

· Deliver a preparation session for targeted children (TAs could run this)

· Use drama, additional props etc to ensure children understand the task

· Use paired work 

· Use adult support

· Modify the writing task if necessary (picture plans; writing frames; etc)

‘Improvements’ session 

Shortly after the writing tutorials, the teacher runs an ‘improvements’ session with the class. This will last for approximately 20 – 30 minutes 
IMPROVEMENTS SESSION - Suggested teaching sequence:

Project one child’s writing on the whiteboard (ask permission in advance)
· Read the writing and the targets. 

· Ask the child to reflect on the targets set. What do they mean? How could they improve the writing?

· Are there other children with the same targets?

Model ‘improving’ a section of the writing. 

Read – think – write – re-read – review 

Paired writing – ask the children to improve a specific section of the writing on whiteboards or verbally. Share and review the improvements. Ask children to read their targets to each other and to discuss the improvement they plan to make. 
Independent work – children improve their writing. 

Plenary – review improvements (whole class; pairs; individually)

Guidance on tutorials 
Ensure the tutor has a dedicated and quiet space to work in, which is not too far from the class. 

Plan the running order for the tutorials and agree this with the teacher, so that children can come in and out of the class with minimum disruption. 
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