Lesson Plan for My Diary
Lesson Plan for My Worst Mistake
	Genre – Diary (Recount)
	Whole Class – Mixed Ability Pairs

	Learning Objectives:

· To be able to explain/give examples of informal writing

· To understand and demonstrate that a recount is written in the past tense and follows a chronological order
	Resources:  copy of task, planning sheet, writing frame



	
	Time: 1hr 30mins

Writing Outcome:
· Completed Diary Entry

	Preparation for Writing
Write some questions up on the board:

· What was stolen?

· Who stole it?

· Was anyone else involved?

· Has anything like this ever happened to you?

Ask children to read through the task and discuss with a partner the questions you have written on the board. Get them talking!  Adults should be supportive (questioning) as they interact with different pairs. (5 mins)

Take feedback of different scenarios and choose one to try out Conscience Alley (see attached description of this) to decide what should be done.  Teacher or TA to get in role and be hotseated.  Children should question the character to get ideas about how he is feeling and what he should do.  This is very good stimulus for the writing, remind children that they can choose to write about their own ideas or borrow this one.
(10-15minutes)
Redirect children to the task and use questions to help them understand what kind of writing is being asked for:

· What kind of writing is used for a diary?  Autobiographical/Informal

· If it’s autobiographical are we writing in the 1st, 2nd or 3rd person?

· What do we mean by informal writing?  Chatty/Speechlike

· Which tense should we use?  Why?

· What is meant by chronological order?  (5-10mins)

(5mins)
Planning the Writing
Getting started – remind children that their diary is like a best friend so they could begin with e.g.  

Hi Diary

I’ve had some really bad days at school but this has to be the worst ever!

Use an enlarged planning sheet and use one of the children’s experiences to fill it in (only make notes).  Retell the events aloud for the children to reinforce chronology and informal language.  What’s missing?  More detail.  Encourage children to add more details to their writing e.g. using the five senses.  (Examples of adding detail can be found in the Autobiography Booster Unit)

 (15 mins)

	Independent Writing
Children should now be at their tables ready to work independently – allow 5-10 minutes for planning.  Adults should support children who need help to generate ideas or organise their ideas into writing sequence.

Writing Time (35mins)

Teacher or TA to support SEN in Shared Writing or using a Writing Frame.

	Plenary
Check through writing independently:

· Sentences are clearly demarcated.

· Sentences are clear i.e. no words missed out.

· Complex sentences are punctuated with commas.

· Proper nouns have a capital letter.

· Time connectives have been used to begin new paragraphs.

These are suggestions, it may be that you have a whole class writing target that is appropriate to this task.

Some children will want to read their work aloud – encourage this and ask them to ‘perform’ it in an oral style.  While they are reading encourage other children to consider:

· Has he/she consistently used the first person?

· Is the writing in the past tense?

· Is the writing informal?

· Where do you think more detail might be appropriate?

(10-15mins)


