Checklist for Narrative Writing
Opening – Setting the Scene or Introducing Characters
· Use dialogue

· Ask a question

· Action! A dramatic exclamation or event

· Describe something intriguing
Build-up/creating setting
· Action! Make the characters do something

· Use your senses to describe/create atmosphere

· Use the weather, time of day and season of the year

· Use real or invented detail to bring places to life

· Lull your reader into a false sense of security that all is well
Dilemma
· Introduce a problem

· Use short sentences for dramatic effect

· Use powerful verbs and adjectives to heighten effect

· Delay revealing the solution to build suspense

· Use ominous words to build tension

Events
· Describe how the character(s) react to the problem

· Can you use figurative language to paint the scene or describe the feelings of the character?

· Introduce further complications to develop the narrative

Resolution and Ending
· Help arrives unexpectedly

· Main character does something unexpected

· Use dialogue, a question or make a mysterious remark
· Look to the future

· Revisit where the story first began
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