Lesson Plan for The Graveyard
	Lesson Plan for Descriptive Narrative
 Resources: Copy of Task, Planning Sheet, Writing Frame, Enlarged Text of The Graveyard, Narrative Checklist, whiteboards and pens.

	Learning intention
We are learning to create tension and atmosphere in our writing


	· 
	Success Criteria
· Use powerful verbs and adjectives to create a picture in the reader’s head

· Use action, feelings and dialogue to portray the character/s
· Use speech marks appropriately



	· 
	Whole Class – Mixed Ability

	· 
	Time: 1hr 30mins

	Preparation for Writing
Children should be positioned with a talking partner/mixed ability pairs.  Give children a copy of the task and ask them to look carefully at the picture of the graveyard and discuss with a partner how it makes them feel.  Share some of the children’s thoughts and ideas.  Read the task carefully together and be sure that everyone understands the instructions.

Read the enlarged text of The Graveyard and ask the children to think about what senses are being used to enhance the description – take feedback.

Now ask the children to imagine/create two characters who are going to be in this story and perhaps some reasons for visiting the graveyard in the middle of the night.

Ask for volunteers to get into role (hot seating)as one of the characters and ask different pairs to think about questions to ask e.g.

· What can you see?

· Can you hear anything?

· Describe how you are feeling right now?

Other children may want to take turns at this or they could do this with a partner.

Remind children that they have been asked to develop the characters using dialogue – how could they do this?

· What the characters say

· How they say it

Quickly demonstrate this with a piece of dialogue:

“I wish we’d never come here,” said Jamal, his voice quivered as he spoke.
Ask children to compose a reply with their partner and write it down on the whiteboard.  Remind them to pay attention to layout and punctuation.

(30-35mins)

	Independent Writing Time
Children should now go and plan their setting and characters using the planning sheet (5mins).

Allow 40 minutes for writing.  Some children will need further support either through shared writing or using a writing frame.

Remind the children that this is a very descriptive piece of writing and they will need to think about all five senses.  They should also think about how characters are portrayed through dialogue.  The focus of the plenary will be on description.

	Plenary
Allow children to finish off their sentences and read through their work checking that it all makes sense and that sentences are demarcated and capital letters are used for character names.

Share examples of good description asking children to comment/critique these.

(10mins)


Link to text types:

http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/102717
Year 6 Autumn Term Writing Tutorials/Descriptive Narrative

